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Why not extend the period from
cradle to grave by protecting
yourself ...

...against mosquitoes and flies

Rentokil's unique Mosquito and Flies Actuator service provides
a guaranteed control against mosquitoes and flies. The units are
programmed to release only about 0.006 mg/cu. metre of
pyrethrin which is 1/850 of the recommended safe level
of Smg/cu. metres prescribed by Industrial hygienists.

The Rentokil Actuators are safer to use than hand held aerosols -
an average 3-5 second burst from a pyrethrin hand held aerosol
creates a pyrethrin level equivalent to the total emitted in 2 1/2
days of our Actuator operation. Hand spraying also has the
disadvantage of normally leaving about 90% of the amount
sprayed as a residue on furniture, clothing, carpets etc.

Rentokil Initial Tanzania Ltd.

World leaders in environmental services in over 44 countries.
Rentokil Limited, P.O. Box 3076, Dar es Salaam.
Mobile phones: 0812 781 861, 0812 783 453, 0812 781 811, 126005,
116079, 113542 and 115419. Fax: 667856.
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WE.....it's time for reconciliation

During the recent Ramadhan Sports Festival at the Union Sports Complex in
Dar es Salaam, a volleyball match ended pre-maturely because both teams
played to intentionally lose so as to avoid meeting a stronger opponent in the
nextround. The match was abandoned as all negotiations failed. The behaviour
was criticised but one youth commented: ".....but are not our leaders setting
an example for us?"..this being an analogy to the current WF and AF confron-
tation.

When in Toronto recently, I noted a growing concern among our brethren on
the fate and destiny of our community in today's fast world in wake of the
disharmony that prevails between the WF and some regional organisations.
However because some issues have dragged on for so long, people have lost
or are beginning to lose interest on the trend of developments. This is inevi-
table but waning of interest in community affairs is a dangerous sign.

The community generally consists of three different groups of people. There
is one group, sadly the larger one, which knows very little about the happen-
ings or projected plans of the community. This group leaves the responsibility
of decision-making to the leaders. There is another group which takes interest
on what is happening within the community but not to the extent of making an
indepth analysis. They monitor what is happening but play a passive role in
motivating or engendering changes. The third group, which consists of very
few people, is one which takes deep interest in events and actually involves
itself towards engendering actions. Not surprisingly, even this group is begin-
ning to lose interest in the problems that besiege our regional organisations.

When reporting the WF and AF confrontation in the Samachar, we have
avoided smudge by not, in any issue, carring the foul language that erupted
during the Extra-Ordinary Conference held in Stanmore in June, 1997. We
have limited coverage to actual happenings, analysis and comments made by
organisations or individuals. We deem it our responsibility to report the truth
and under no circumstances can we be made to call the darkness of the night
as being daylight, the simple reason being that it is unlslamic to do so.

The strife between our regional Federations is of serious concern to us be-
cause the disharmony is jeopardising communal progress and 10 years on,
people will point fingers to the leaders and the Federations for not being able
to resolve a not so complex issue. This issue can however never be resolved
with anger or self-pride. Ill-temper only leads to further criticism and heated
arguments. Similarly verbal duels will end up with mutual recriminations.

If one retrospectively eyes the post Stanmore period, the situation has by no
means been rosy and today the WF-AF issue still remains unresolved.
NASIMCO too is having a few problems, though of a lesser magnitude, with
the WF and we believe that the only short-cut to end existent problems is for
the leaders to get together to chart out their differences. Leaving this issue for
the community at large to decide through official meetings could entail a lot
of time. Let the WF call a meeting with both AF and NASIMCO and in that
meeting let amicable solutions rule the roost.

There is a hadith which quotes the Prophet(SAW) as saying: "The gates of
Paradise are not opened but on two days, Monday and Thursday, and then
every servant (of Allah) is granted pardon who does not associate anything
with Allah except the person in whose (heart) there is rancour against his
brother. And it would be said: Look towards both of them until there is rec-
onciliation; look towards both of them until there is reconciliation; look
towards both of them until there is reconciliation." Munir Daya
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Eid Message

"Strive for good health and sound religious
and academic knowledge' says Chairman
in his annual Eid Message.

"All praise to the Almighty who
granted us this Holy Month of
Mahe Ramadhan and made it
special to ask for His forgiveness
and favours. May all our legitimate
prayers be accepted by Him and
our sins forgiven and let us be
guided to refrain from committing
all sins big or small in the months
to come so that we reach the
position of tagwa (Amen).

On behalf of the Secretariat, ‘ny
office bearers and myself, I take
this opportunity to wish all elders,
brothers, sisters and children of the
Community a Happy Eid
Mubarak.

It is most gratifying to note that the
Community has given Education
alot of importance and is seriously
taking steps in the right direction
to provide education to all our
children.

Likewise and in view of the
economic hardships that we all are
experiencing, has made the parents
encourage their children who have
completed secondary education to
go for further education. This is
indeed very commendable. There
is no youth who is so dull nor any
result so bad that he or she should
be discouraged from attaining
further education. With this
strategy in mind, the Education
Board of Supreme Council is
seriously drawing out plans to
provide all our youths — Form IV
or Form VI leavers further
education in terms of courses
ranging from a few weeks to two
years — be it in technical,
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commercial, business or any other
relevant fields, so that such youths
who for one reason or another are
unable to pursue higher education
in the country or overseas are not
deprived of learning specialised
skills to meet the challenges of
today’s competitive world.

Let us not forget that while we are
struggling  for academic
achievement for our children,
religious knowledge too should be
acquired and given importance
side by side with secular education
in order to prepare our future
youths to become good Muslims
and follow the right path of our
Ahlul Bait (a.s.).

In recent years statistics have
shown that the health of our
Community  members s
deteriorating at an accelerating
rate. Diseases such as diabetes,
hypertension (blood tension),
coronary heart disease, cancer and
other killer disease are now
reported to be on the increase.
Many such diseases can be
avoided with proper diet, plenty of
exercises and general change in the
life style. The pathetic situation
where the youths succumb to the
incurable illness is most
frightening and we have lost quite
a few youths in the illness in recent
times.

Let us not forget that an ailing
community cannot progress even
if it is affluent and educated.

In order to promote better health
and life style, sports should be
encouraged for all our youths —

both boys and girls and the elderly
should take up light exercises such
as walking or swimming. It is
strongly urged that local Jamaats
and the youth wings should
vigorously promote such activities
to prolong the life span of our
Community members.

Once again we come to the end of
the Holy month with heavy hearts.
Our brothers and sisters in various
parts of the globe are being
persecuted and oppressed, our
Alims tortured and their
movements restricted and the
worst thing is that the torture and
oppression not only come from the
Kafirs but also from the so called
Muslim countries. May the
Almighty guide them on the right
path and foster the unity amongst
the Muslims everywhere in the
world.

I once again wish you all “Idd
Mubarak” with a reminder that you
should not forget your relatives,
friends or neighbours on this
auspicious occasion of Idd.

Lastly let us pray for the maghferat
of all our loved ones and all those
who passed away. Let us offer
Sura-e-Fateha for all the departed
souls.

Wa Salamun Alaykum Wa
Rahmatullahi wa Barakatu.

Yours truly in Islam,

MOHAMED
GULAMHUSSEIN DHIRANI
1st Shawwal, 1419

19th January, 1999



Mailbag

Your lettens

Views, opinions or articles should be addressed to:

Federation Samachar
P.O. Box 6710, Dar es Salaam.

The Editor

Dear brother,

Against the HIV
RESOLUTION

The resolution to enforce HIV testing
ol couples prior to registering the
cneagement seems to be timely if not

overdue, given the alarming spread of

the infection in our community.

As medical practitioners of our
communily, we had noted with
concern this alarming trend a few years

ago.

However, we strongly feel that this
resolution will not only give the
community a sense of false hope but
also uncover a whole lot of untold
miseries. The following points need to
be considered seriously before such
resolutions are adopted by the member
Jamaats.

LLTYPE OF HIV TEST:

The resolution has not clearly defined
the type of'test that 1s going to be used
to screen the prospective couples. Is
it going to use the ELISA, western
blot, PCR, Viral load check etc etc?

This is very important because a
standard has to be set for all to follow
and all the couples to comply with.

Itis obvious that the ELISA test is the
most accessible and suitable for such
purposes but do the majority of people
who are going to be affected by this
resolution know of the pros and cons
ol this test? i.e. the false positive, false
neeative and faked or forced negative
results.

Basically. a false positive result means
that the person tested for the disease
is negative but the test shows positive!
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False negative is just the opposite. The
person tests negative while he/she is
positive. Faked or forced negative, is
even worse, when a person can buy
the negative result while he is either
positive or is unknown,

Such errors are inherent in the tests
performed and further investigations
are necessary to confirm or deny the
previous results when necessary. Such
possibilities are very much practical
and all medical practitioners would
agree,

The devastating effects each
possibility could have on the
individual tested and subsequently the
partner and their families is something
to ponder about.

A false positive test can have very
devastating psychosocial effects on a
person even if subsequent lests prove
its falsity. On the other hand a false or
faked negative test will defeat the very
purpose it was intended to serve.

This third option i.e. faked negative
result is most likely to happen in our
setting where bribery is so rampant.

2. THE WINDOW PERIOD.

During this period the virus is present
in the body performing the function it
was created for but the carrier tests
negative using the conventional tests.
This period can last from a few weeks
to a few months during which the
carrier can transmit the virus like wild
fire. This is the window period. How
are we going to detect such a person?
What criteria is going to be used to
&

subject some to more sensitive tests
and let others go with a single negative
result?

3.MEDICO-LEGAL ISSUES.

HIV testing is one test that cannot be
done legally without first:

a. Pre-counselling the patient.

b. Getting a voluntary consent from
him/her

Furthermore, the person tested
reserves all the rights not to be told
about the results or to demand its strict
confidentiality. Ethically (religious
and medical), the doctor concerned
cannot disclose his patient’s condition
to anyone. It can only be done with
the patient’s consent or in some cases
with the court’s permission.

Suppose a prospective partner agrees
to be tested and turns out positive and
then ecxercises his rights of
confidentiality, what next?

The concerned doctor would be in a
very awkward position indeed. If he
goes ahead to disclose this
information to the opposite party he
will be breaching his patient’s trust and
could be sued, deregistered and could
even loose his license to practice. He
could even loose his life in extreme
cases. Will the Council be responsible
for this doctor’s well being ?

On the other hand if the doctor
maintains his patient’s confidentiality,
he will have to lie to the opposite party
and allow the infected person to marry
a non-infected partner. Is it not
tantamount to murder? Such cases are
real and instances like these have
occurred within our community!

4. SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS

Marriage is a social intercourse
between two families and not two
people only, When a man proposes for
a woman’s hand, his entire family
comes to know about it .On receipt of
the proposal, her entire family is made
aware of this,

(continued on page 6)
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(....from page 5)

Several situations can be encountered
here.

a. Both the families are satisfied with
cach other and are not interested in the
IV paraphernalia. Can anyone stop
this couple from getting married,
levally and sheria wise?

b. One partner turns out to be positive
unfortunately. Who will be the
recipient of this bad news from either
family?

Apart from the infected person it will
have to be the partner, his/her parents,
cuardians, and the person’s parents,
euardians etc.. Where will this chain
of transmission of this * exciting ™
information stop? How can this
intimate secret be preserved and who
will do it?

Won’t this person be exposed
community wide and be castigated as
a = Najis” being given the extreme
social stigma HIV carries?

Won’t his own family dissociate from
him and corner him to a point of total
social neglect driving him to a point
ol suicide? Who then will be
responsible for this person’s death?

¢. Both partners test positive! will the
community allow such a marriage to
take place? Positive partners can
continue to infect each other if they
don’t play it safe. If yes, the
community will allow such a marriage
to take place, then on what grounds?
I no, who can stop this marriage, by
which law or sheria ?

d. One of the partners is positive and
the negative partner insists on the
consummation of marriage for
whatever reasons. What then?

e. What if a person refuses to comply
with the resolution and the trend is
taken up by many people to go
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outside the community to marry? What
sort of a community are we looking at
in the future?

5. FALSE HOPE AND SECURITY

Most, if not all partners, will produce
a clean certificate and the whole
community will celebrate the
marriages. Everyone will be reassured
that all is well. The reality will slowly
be hidden and the efforts to curb the
spread of the disease will slow down.

A sense of false hope will prevail in
the community while the virus eats
its way through silently.

6. WHY ONLY HIV?

HIV is not the only communicable
discase that is fatal, sexually
wansmitted and preventable. Hepatitis
B is equally hazardous and can be
worse than HIV.

Syphillis is as bad though its curable.

Do we want to add these tests also to
the requirements prior to engagement
and not forgetting a clean chest X-ray
to ensure either partner doesn’t have
TB?

A LOOK INTO THE FUTURE .

Undoubtedly, HIV has found its entry
into our community and its spread is
on the increase.

All measures at our disposal have to
be used aggressively to check its
progression.

Short of that, in a very short while ours
will be a community of HIV reservoir
like many other communities.

The question is why did it have to
happen to us?

The answer to this question will help
in planning strategies to curb the
spread of the disease. However, this
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requires a separate discussion.
Individual Jamaats could take it upon
themselves to have symposia and
seminars to discuss these issues.

God given forums within the
community should be utilized to the
maximum for this purpose. There
should be intensive and extensive
public health education to all the age
groups that fall within the infectable
bracket.

ZANJEER SHOULD BE BANNED

We know this is a very sensitive issue
and many people are afraid to talk
about it but somebody has to. [t surely
is a very potential ground for the
spread of HIV.

Many argue that Zanjeer is part of
Azadari of Imam Husayn (as) and
hence carries no such risk. Fair
enough. However, Zanjeer is neither
Wajib nor sunnat-e-muaggqida. In
some instances it can be haraam and
maraji have ruled against it
Nevertheless, if that is the argument
then why can’t we extend it to
marriages also.

Marriage is definitely a sunnai-e-
muagqida and may even be wajib at
times. Its spiritual value is therefore a
lot more than Zanjeer. If Zanjeer can
have protective value by the virtue of
it being part of Azadari then marriage
is ibadat and there is no reason why it
shouldn’t have even more protective
value.

If the resolution must be implemented
whatever the argument one may
present then the same thing should be
applied for Zanjeer also. Every person
wishing to do Zanjeer must first
produce a negative HIV result before
being allowed to proceed with the
matam. Another way of going about it
is to:

a. Screen all the community members
in confidence or
b. Screen all the members who are of
marriageable age.

(continued on page 7)
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(....from page 6)

This way we can have a rough idea of
the prevalence of the HIV in our
community and at least have an
objective figure to start with.

ALl the Jamaat and Council ofTice
bearers must also produce HIV
certificates for they are occupying very
sensitive posts, especially those
officials who will be the recipients of
other people’s HIV results.

CONCLUSION.

The resolution to ask all the
prospective couples to produce HIV
test results before being registered
with the Jamaat shouldn’t be enforced,
rather it should be withdrawn as soon

as possible.

This is because this resolution has not
considered all the pros and cons of
IV tests and the subscquent
repercussions it can have on the
community.

The Council or Jamaat can
recommend to the parents of
prospective partners o request the
opposite family to produce HIV
certificate and leave it to them to
decide for themselves. Council/Jamaat
shouldn’t interfere in this personal
issuc of the familics,

On the other hand Council/Jamaat can
play a bigger role in educating the
community on the hazards of HIV and
its prevention. Support groups for 11V
infected and AIDS patients of the
community must be formed to let these
individuals enjoy their rights as human
beings. Cases have come to attention
of concerned people where HIV/AIDS
patient arc abandoned far away by
their relatives and are left 1o live
miscrable lives. HIV should be taken
very seriously and every effort should
be made to curb its spread.

Dr. Kazim .A.H. Dhalla (MD)
University of Zimbabwe,
Faculty of Medicine,
Department of Surgery

(Ophthalmology)
Fedenation Samachar

Dear brother,

Mandatory Premarital HIV
Testing is controversial

I have noted the recent Premarital HIV
resolution passed by the Africa Fed-
cration, details of which were carried
in the last issuc of Federation
Samachar,

No disease in modern times has had
quite the impact on the civilized world
as AIDS has. The discase has aftlicted
millions of people and the epidemic
is even more dramatic in Sub Saharan
Africa as recent CDC figures show.
This plague is not only physically and
psychologically debilitating but cul-
turally and socially devastating as
well. It has caused fear, prejudice and
panic in society.

I must applaud the community for ris-
ing upto the challenge and becoming
cognizant to the fact that no commu-
nity or social class is immune o the

above disease. It therefore becomes of

paramount importance that whatever
steps we take today should aim at
achieving one goal and that is to create
and sustain an AIDS-FREL community.

The question therefore is whether the
resolution passed by the Africa Fed-
cration for mandatory premarital HIV
testing will help in achieving this goal.
Mandatory testing, cspecially premari-
tal, is a highly controversial subject. |
hope the proponents of'this resolution
took into account the religious, medi-
cal, ethical and legal issues into con-
sideration. In 1986, California had
proposed an initiative for mandatory
HIV testing and quarantine of indi-
viduals testing positive (PANIC- Pre-
vent AIDS Now Initiative Committee).
In 1991, in Illinois, where mandatory
premarital HIV testing was imple-
mented, it was noted that there was a
reduction of marriage rate in the state
but approximately and equal increase
in the marriage rate in the states bor-

dering llinois.[American Journal of

Public Health 1991, 81(5): 650-653].

In 1996, a bill was enacted by Texas

for compulsory premarital HIV test
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within 6 months before the applica-
tion for marriage license. Premarital
syphilis testing was compulsory in the
U. S, . some 2 decades ago which was
then later rescinded.

The problem is that the above aims at
only one segment of society at only
one given point in time. None of the
studies have shown that mandatory
premarital testing decreases the preva-
lence of HIV in society. It does, how-
ever, decrease the rate of marriage as
shown by the Illinois experience, Vari-
ous medical organizations who set up
guidelines for communities recom-
mend screening for the following;

1) High risk individuals.

2) All pregnant women.

3) Mandatory testing for people do-
nating blood, tissue, and organs.

4) Voluntary testing for people be-
tween 15 and 54 years of age in places
with high prevalence of infection (in-
fection rate exceeding 1 percent or
AIDS diagnosis at time of hospital
discharge greater than 1/1000). In ad-
dition, in a society where the preva-
lence of HIV is low, there is an in-
crease in false positive results.

Making the whole community
AWARE of the disease, SENSITIZ-
ING them and providing EDUCA-
TION at all levels probably is the best
mode of prevention available to us.
The task to prevent, control, and eradi-
cate not only involves medical boards
but also the resources of our social,
educational, tableegh, and financial
groups. The discussion whether we
have a problem or not is immaterial.
One case in the community is too
many. The time to ACT is NOW!
The final decision rests with the com-
munity,

Fuad H. Sheriff, M.D.
Ambherst University Medical
Center, USA.
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Dear brother,

The Samachar appraised

| have been a regular reader of the
FFederation Samachar. The magazine
is considered to be a publication for
adults in the community but it could
attract wider readership if it also
carries more articles for the youth. The
biggest population in our community
at large who can read English are the
vouth and it is this group we have to
concentrate and generate interest in so
as to encourage them to buy the
magazine.

| have compiled a critique report and
hope you will let me know, as the
Editor, your views without fear or
favour.

While going through wvarious
magazines of the Shia Ithnasheri
community which are regular in
publishing and keeping in touch with
our youths, namely Knowledge, The
Awaited, and the Federation
Samachar, 1 have found that
Federation Samachar is the most
regular of all the three magazines in
presenting articles and feature stories
relating secular and religious
knowledge.

| have noted that Munir Daya, a
famous columnist, journalist and avid
reader along with his Editorial team
are trying their utmost in keeping up
the deadlines for publishing the
magazine. [ personally found that the
issue of Federation Samachar number
|, vol. 31 of Jamadi Ul Awwal 1419
AH/August 1998 was the best
production so far as it appeared on
ulossy pages and was rich in content.
The magazine Editor has to be
congratulated for his hard work and
creative effort in producing the
magazine with good typesetting,
headlines and correct usage of the
language, though there are errors here
and there which could be rectified.

As | do not want to criticize its format
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(A4 size), the following observations
and suggestions could help bring up
effectiveness in content and form in
order to enhance fast communication
between the youths of our community
and the magazine:-

1. Introduce a Contents page every
time you publish an issue. It is helpful
for a regular reader to easily reach his
favourite column/page.

2. Introduce a Career Guide Column
as it is useful for various purposes and
helps to fill up Education guidance for
our youths.

3. The Wayside Wisdom column by
Munir Daya is the best way | can see
in guiding the youths of our
community. It would help the
magazine add colour if the Editor
invites educationalists in various fields
to address the youths for this column.
Ask them to also submit their
photographs along with their write up
so as to encourage these professionals,
many of whom are vying for such
column appearance.

4. There should be various quiz
competitions on religion, general
knowledge or drawing and essay
writing competetions so that the youths
participate more. This would
encourage them to buy the magazine
thereby increasing the magazine’s
circulation.

5. While weighing general articles and
religious ones, the former over-run the
latter when the opposite should be the
case. Our community is a religious
community and there is a need to focus
more articles on communal issues so
as to evoke religious feelings and a
sense of belonging. Though
controversial letters on sensitive
issues like the Sachedina issue are the
themes for one’s judgment and belief,
articles on real life history of our
5

Imams could portray themes for cur
benefit as we try to bring up the
sagging morals of our own lives
through religious teachings and by
following examples from the lives of
our Fourteen Masoomeen (a.s.).

6. Introduction of a Penpal column
(why not even a Marriage Alliance
Bureau?) could also boost up
readership and enhance
communication. This  would
eventually make the Samachar a
household magazine for every family.
The idea is to bring our youths closer
to the magazine, widen its readership
and to impart secular and religious
knowledge. The Samachar enjoys a
good stature in the community world-
wide and thus has the advantage of
being more read and reachable (o
members at large.

At this juncture may | point out that I
have yet to come across and read a
feature article relating to the problems
of our youths weblocked in the
dilemma betweeon spiritual teachings
and western influences through the
electronic media like the Internet. This
influence very often keeps them away
from attending the mosque.

Finally I ask the Editorial Board to
keep up the good work. You have
successfully undertaken to regularly
publish a beautiful magazine for the
Community which has thought-
provoking features to ruminate and
learn from. Inshalla Allah (s.w.t.) will
reward you.

Akberali Manyji
Dar es Salaam

Brother Akberali Manjiis a Dar es
Salaam based publisher and author.
He has also been a regular
contributor of articles to the local
media.
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Dear brother,

Democracy is Hypocrisy

Bismillahi al-Rahman Al-raheem. |
have been reading the Federation
Samachar and herewith send you an
opinion for your readers to think,
ponder and decide on.

The idea of a democratic society is
dangerous and unworkable. Most
world leaders, whether from the East
or West hide behind its facade, and
most ol our problems today stem from
the lack of clear thinking that the
“democratic” ideal engenders. For too
long have people been deceived into
not thinking about what a just society
means, we’ve been pushed to the edge
by a senseless herd mentality of doing
what the rest want. To question the
very principle of democracy is to be
brave enough to accept that the
majority is not always right. What an
absurdity, can the majority ever be
always right ?

The word Democracy comes from
Greek demos “the people” and kratos
“rule”, meaning ruling by the people.
In contemporary usage it means
‘ruling of the people, by the people,
for the people’ and is manifested
usually by representative democracy
whereby the people select
representatives from amongst them to
rule. Sounds appealing and fair ? Read
on.

The above definition merely sets out
a mechanism for people to control
their affairs, to put forward
representatives. As a mechanism for
selection, it is certainly not a
comprehensive system to solve our
problems, so why all the hype about
democracy? Even when we look at the
supposed early democratic society we
see that the first model of democracy
in Greece was but a brief interlude in
which neither woman or slaves had any
say, and which rapidly declined to near
anarchy (who could make a decision
7). Such failure led to a 2000 year gap
before ideas of democracy were
Dedenation Samachar

again resurrected. The problems with
early democratic ideals were in the
question of ‘what do the people rule
by ?” and this is no less a problem
today.

To really unite the people in a society
you must first gain unity of thought,
To have a properly functioning society
you must have a comprehensive
reference point from which problems
will be solved and the viewpoint
towards life taken. This is the real issue
for all of us, not who is ruling or how
they are selected, but with what are
they ruling us? It is said that the highest
level of thought is political, this is
because it is political thought that is
not only concerned with us as
individuals but as a group (society)
with common needs and objectives.

When we study the political reality in
most countries, it is not that the people
have adopted policies on mass as their
thought, it has sort of been pushed
upon them. Through careful
manipulation of the media, parties can
push all sorts of ridiculous ideas and
thoughts, and in time people who don’t
think will accept them as the truth. The
influence of the media is strong and
are you then surprised why people
think the United Nations is a peace
loving body which is not set up solely
to do the bidding of the permanent
superpower members? When an
opinion or thought is carried in a
newspaper how many readers are
qualified to decide what is right and
wrong? Yet does not the media decide
for or influence all of us? In a similar
way do not ruling parties around the
elobe anaesthetise the population
completely to follow false ideals? For
that matter do we not see false
economic logic being imposed upon
many countries through aid
temptations?

Is it then surprising to see these
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countries rapidly declining in terms of
productivity, morals, crime and the
role of the family?

The reality as we should plainly see,
is that democracy is merely the glossy
shop front for capitalism, the way of
life we are expected to embrace whole-
heartedly, but which is never
specifically debated against its
alternatives. Surely, if this is the best
way for mankind, then it should not
need to be hidden behind a cloak of
democracy and an even vaguer idea
of freedom. It is time for all to think
deeply, not of who rules us or how they
are selected but by what constitution
we lead our lives, and what are the true
principles upon which our laws and
systems are developed. Everyone in
the west today speak of Islamic
terrorism , but has anyone asked what
is the economic policy, what is the
social law or what are the religious
guidelines for the Muslims?

Many history books have been
doctored to remove all realistic trace
of the comprehensive system and way
of life which the people of the Middle
East lived under for 1300 of the past
1400 years, whether Jew, Muslim or
Christian, all living under Islam had
peace, justice and prosperity. Selection
of a leader was in the hands of the
people, but the systems, rules and laws
were exclusively from the creed of
Islam as given by our Creator in the
Qur’an and sunnah (way) of Prophet
Mohammed (pbuh).

The fact is that whilst capitalism
inherently would like to remove
completely any reference to God in all
of life's affairs, it is not possible, no
one can rationally bring an argument
to deny the existence of God - such a
thought is in direct contradiction to the
reality of our very being, and
completely inconsistent with our God
given instinct to worship or sanctify
that which is greater than us. Every

(continued on page I1)
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society has worshipped God. So again
the issue for us is to deeply assess
what the capitalist brings in
opposition to what Islam (submission
to God only) has brought for us. This
is the intellectual debate we are being
cheated from, which the myths of
democracy and freedom attempt to
hide.

Countries with weak man-made (so
called 'democratic') constitutions often
seek economic development or
geographic dominance at any cost--
many negative consequences realise
therefrom; compare such a system to
that whereby the people choose a
leadership that will independently rule
only in accordance with solid
unshakeable principles of life itself
that our Creator has brought for us.
Surely mankind can only truly
progress when we break free from
these shackles that a supposed
‘democratic’ society gives us.

Sultan Haji
London.

Dear Brother,

Observation
on levy....

Certain members of some Jamaats
outside Africa wrongly believe that the
Africa Federation (AF), like the World
Federation (WF), imposes levy or tax
on collection ofall khums and donations
which in the case of WF is 7%.

This is not so. [ am told that the AF is
subsidising the Secretariat’s expenses
to an extent from khums account if
there is a deficit in any year.

This arrangement is stated to have
been consented to by the Marja
because the Secretariat also handles
the administration of khums and the
subsidy, if any, represents less than half
percent of the collection of khums.

Observer
Dar es Salaam.
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Dear brother,

Stanmore— holy assembly; unholy behaviour

I was fortunate enough or should [ say unfortunate enough to see a video of the
London Stanmore Jamaat EGM held on 13 March, 1998. From this viewing I
concluded that some of our western brothers have not only learnt about the
good things of western society, but have also learned western hooliganism.
Some participants showed a total lack of courtesy and respect acting like badly
behaved school boys. And what was really offensive was the use of foul lan-
guage in the sacred Imambada. One of the speakers even reminded the floor
that some madressa teachers in the meeting were misbehaving in front of their
students, the same children who are looked upon by the community to be the
leaders of tomorrow.

At this meeting the hollowness in the speech deliveries of some of the speakers
made me wonder if they were the same people elected into office because of
their so-called vision. In comparison to this meeting, the Supreme Council
Meeting of the Africa Federation held in Dar es Salaam during last year's Eas-
ter holidays was held with a high level of discipline. The meeting was held in
good decorum, sense of respect and courtesy. I can recollect that in the Sachedina
debate when one member used a derogatory word, he was immediately repri-
manded by the Chairman to abstain from using foul language in a religious
gathering. Finally may I give full credit to the Chairman of Stanmore meeting
for responding calmly to what was sometimes an aggressive situation.

Good Grace
Moshi

Dear brother,

Seeking support to print the holy Qur'an

Recently, | attended the 50th Annual Book Fair, in Frankfurt. This was a large
book convention, and almost the whole world was there. There were sixteen
floors of books on display. We have also attended other conventions like the
Book Expo, American Correctional Association, American Library Association
and many more. The US Department of Commerce also displays our books in
their exhibits. Our participation in such fields is vital, as it is more effective to
propagate Islam on a larger scale worldwide.

We have been publishing Qur’ans for the last twenty years and so far we have
successfully published fourteen editions. Inshallah, by the end
of this year, we will be adding three more editions of the Qur’an. We have
spent over two million dollars to date to publish over one million
copies. At the moment we are working on children’s books for ages 4 years and
above. There will be six books teaching them briefly about the lives of The
Prophets (Prophet Adam, Prophet Nuh, Prophet Ibrahim, Prophet Isa and lastly
Prophet Muhammad SAW). Simultaneously, we are working on another fifty
sets of books, stories from the Qur’an for children from ages six and above.
There is great demand in the non-Muslim community, for children’s
books on Islam. Let us all join hands together, and try to propagate Islam.
We can send by e-mail files to those interested to view these books.

Currently, we have run out of four editions of the Qur’an and even lost orders for
the same from the US Army and Public libraries. To serve our common noble
cause we ask momineen to pledge their support through donations or loans.
Aunali Khalfan,
Tahrike Tarsile Qur’an, Inc.,
P.O. Box 731115, Elmhurst,
NY 11373, Tel: (718) 446-6472
Fax: (718) 446-4370
Website: www.koranusa.org E-mail: ttq@n-site.com
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16 killed in Pakistan

Imambargah massacre

In Multan, Pakistan on January 4,
1999, sixteen people were killed and
six injured when unknown assailants
opened fire on an Imambargah in
Karamdad Qureshi, 60 kilometres
west of Multan,

The massacre took place shortly after
Fajr prayers during Quranic recitation
at the Imambarghah\mosque. It is the
worst incident of sectarian and terrorist
killings in Pakistan since the
Mominpura graveyard murders in
Lahore on January 11 last year. Firing
on a Majlis in Kot Addu on Sept
20.1998 had also killed five people.

Survivors of the incident said four
persons, who had made no effort to
hide their faces, drove up to the
Imambargah ina car and three of them
went inside. They opened
indiscriminate fire and gunned down
those trying to flee. Thirteen people
were killed on the spot, and two
persons died while being taken to the
Nishtar Hospital in Multan.

One of the three who entered the
Imambargah stayed at the entrance
gate while two others went up to the
doors of the prayer hall where Darse
Quran was in progress. One of them
started spraying bullets with an
automatic rifle while the other
provided him loaded magazines. “This
lasted for around 7 minutes,” said
Fateh Mohammad who sustained
minor injuries.

He said three escaped unhurt by taking
refuge underneath the bodies of other
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worshippers. Later, attackers after
confirming all the deaths, left the scene
and fled in a light grey Suzuki car
which was parked around 50 yards
from the Imambargah. The ignition
of the car, which was used by the
attackers, was kept on.

The Imambargah presented a desolate
picture shortly after the slaying.
Karamdad Qureshi is a small town of
about 10,000 souls, and many families
were touched by the tragedy. There
was a crowd of wailing women and
children outside the Imambargah and
mosque.

Angry residents blocked all roads
leading to the town and to D.G. Khan,
Muzaffargarh, Jatoi and Kot Addu and
set up barricades, burning old tyres in
protest. Students of the Muzaffargarh
degree college took out a procession
and raised slogans. Shops in the area
were closed in mourning and protest.

Reports said the terrorists had stopped
at a wayside hotel on their way to
Karamdad Qureshi at around Sehri
time and taken tea there. Residents and
survivors said there were no security
arrangements outside the imambargah
despite the fact that the deputy
commissioner of Muzaffargarh and the
SP had allegedly received threats of
terrorist activity in the area.

Complaints were also heard that the
district headquarters hospital in
Muzaffargarh had no oxygen to give
to the injured, who had to be moved
to Multan for medical help.

iz

The Iranian President Mohammad
Khatami condemned all terrorist acts
“whether in [ran or Pakistan” and also
called for negotiation to settle the
Afghan civil war.

“The Islamic republic condemns all
forms of terrorism and acts of
violence, whether in Iran or Pakistan,
and hopes such acts will end in
Pakistan,” he was quoted as saying by
Tehran radio after meeting with
Pakistani secretary of foreign affairs,
Shamshad Ahmad Khan.

He made the remarks after the mosque
incident in Pakistan which martyred
16 people.

ALL SECTS ATTEND
FUNERAL

More than 8,000 people of all schools
of thought attended the funeral of the
16 people who were gunned down.
The funeral prayers were led by
Tehrik-i-Jafria (TJP) chief Allama
Sajid Ali Naqvi and one Maulana on
behalf of the Sunnis. The TJP chief
addressed the mourners and said that
the government had failed in
controlling terrorism in the Punjab and
in arresting terrorists involved in the
killing of innocent people.

He said that the TJP was being
forced to ask its people to take
measures for their self-defence
because “we do not want to see more
corpses”. However, he advised his
followers not to take the law in their
hands as participation of people
from all schools of thought in the
funeral had proved that there were
no differences or enmities among
the Sunnis and Shias. He said that
TJP would observe three days
mourning to express its solidarity
with the dead.

Meanwhile in Islamabad, the
Pakistan National Assembly
adopted a resolution condemning
the killing. This read: “ This house
condemns the killing of 16
Namazis in a shameful incident
ar an Imambargah at
Muzzafargarh and asks the
federal  government and
provincial governmenits fo
intensify further their efforts to
curb sectarian incidents and
arrest the culprits.”
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First Qur'an Exhibition held in London

by Mustafa Jaffer

ISLAMIC EDUCATION BOARD of the World Federation
Co-organiser of the First exhibition of the Holy Qur’an.

The first exhibition of the Holy Qur’an
was held at the Islamic Centre, London
on the 12th. 13th and 14th of
December 1998. The exhibition was
organised by the Islamic Centre
England in conjunction with several
other Islamic Organisations and
Agencies, both within UK and outside
the United Kingdom. The Islamic
Education Board of the World
Federation of KSIMC was a co-
organiser of this major event.

The exhibition was opened on Friday
Ilth December with an opening
ceremony held at 6.00pm. Three
renowned speakers, Ayatullah Araki,
Yusuf Islam and Mulla Asgharali M
M Jafter delivered eloquent speeches
pertinent to the role of Muslims in
promoting the message of the Holy
Qur’an.

Thousands of people attended the
exhibition from all over the country.
People from as far as Leicester and
Halifax came to see the Holy Book
displaved along with several other
The exhibition had the
following on display:

1) BOOKS

books.

1) HOLY QUR’AN: Different prints
of the Holy Book as well as different
sizes were on display. A couple of
ancient handwritten works were also
on display. The Holy Qur'an were
mainly those printed in Iran, Saudi
Arabia and the Indian sub-continent.

%2) TRANSLATIONS: The Holy
Qur’an has been translated into more
than a hundred different languages. On
display at the exhibition were copies
of more than thirty different transla-
tions to English language; around sixty
different translations in Persian lan-
guage; as well as copies of translations
in French, German, Norwegian, Swed-
ish, Polish, Bosnian, Japanese, Indo-
nesian, Malay, Urdu, Turkish and
many other languages.
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3) ULOOM UL QUR’AN (SCI-
ENCES OF THE HOLY QUR’AN):
Hundreds of books on the sciences of
the Holy Qur’an were on display.
These books are works related to the
history of the revelation of the Holy
Qur’an, its compilation, reasons of
revelation of different verses, etc. The
Holy Qur’an has been divinely pro-
tected from any form of distortion.
Evidence to this effect has been writ-
ten by different scholars.

4) SCIENCE IN THE HOLY
QUR’AN:. In the world of modern
technology and advancement, people
rarely realise that a lot of modern dis-
coveries have already been mentioned
in the Holy Qur’an. Many Muslim sci-
entists as well as scholars well versed
in sciences of medicine, astronomy, as-
trology, psychology, etc. have written
books to prove that recent discoveries
in the field of science have in fact al-
ready been mentioned in the Holy
Qur’an

5) BIBLIOGRAPHIES AND BI-
OGRAPHIES: Since the revelation of
the Holy Qur’an, a lot of works have
been produced related to the Holy
Qur’an and its contents. Modern Bib-
liographies are an attempt to list out
all the works that have been produced
to date. Many of these bibliographies
also include the biographies of great
personalities who are remembered for
their devotion to the Holy Qur’an.

6) CONCORDANCES AND INDI-
CES: The Holy Qur’an is a book con-
taining over 6,000 verses on different
subjects. Many indices and concor-
dances have been compiled by re-
searchers to facilitate and simplify
search of subjects or words in it.

7) TAFSEER - CLASSIC: On dis-
play at the exhibition were a collec-
tion of classic works in the tafseer of
the Holy Qur’an. Works starting from
the 2nd Century Hijra were displayed
in a chronological manner giving a
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viewer an idea as to the works done in
all the eras. Names like Tabari, Tusi,
Fakhruddin Razi, Qummi, Safi were
all on display. Some of these Tafaseer
have also been translated into Persian
and Urdu languages.

8) TAFSEER-CONTEMPORARY:
A ot of effort is being exerted by
modern day scholars in the field of
tafseer. Contemporary scholars are
continuously presenting new Tafaseer
in light of modern day problems and
circumstances. In this section, on dis-
play at the exhibition were six tables
devoted to great contemporary person-
alities who have produced invaluable
works regarding the Holy Qur’an.
These are Ayatullah Tabatabaee (au-
thor of renowned Al Mizan), Ayatullah
Jaffar Subhani, Ayatullah Misbah
YAzdi, Ayatullah Jawad Amuli,
Shaykh Muhsin Qira’ati and Shayk Bi
Azaar Shirazi.

9) STORIES FROM THE HOLY
QUR’AN: Hundreds of books have
been written in different languages on
the stories from the Holy Qur’an. The
Holy Qur’an has recollected in length
all that transpired during the lives of
Prophets Adam, Nuh, lbrahim, Musa,
Isa, Yaqub, Yusuf and many other
prophets. These books draw a com-
parison between the narrations con-
tained in the Holy Qur’an and those
contained in the other scriptures like
the Bible and Torah. They also give
us an insight as to why Allah narrates
these stories as well as the lessons we
derive from listening to these stories.

10) RESEARCH AND THESES:
The Faculty of Divinity of Tehran Uni-
versity as well as that of Imam Sadiq
(AS) University submitted for display
66 theses written by researchers in
their faculty on subjects related to the
Holy Qur’an. The research topics vary
from that on compilation of the Holy
Qur’an to a topic like the different in-
stances in which Allah takes cath in
(continued on page 15)
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the Holy Qur’an. All sixty six theses
were on display.

11) STUDIES FROM THE HOLY
QUR’AN : More than 150 titles on
different studies from the Holy Qur’an
were on display in this section. Titles
like Economics from the Holy Qur’an;
the status of a woman from the Holy
Qur’an and many other similar titles
were on display.

MULTIMEDIA RESOURCES:
With the advent of modern technol-
ogy and development of multimedia
resources as a medium of education,
the Muslim scholars have not been left
behind. Audio and Video Cassettes on
the recitation of the Holy Qur’an and
some with Translation have been mass
produced for the consumption of the
billion or so Muslim community. More
recently, CDs containing the whole
Qur’an, its translation and together
with search facilities have been pro-
duced. Worthy of mention is the AL
Hoda Professional Version which con-
tains the Holy Qur’an in Arabic with
recitation, translation of nine lan-
guages, and a subject index in Arabic,
Persian and English on more than
20,000 different subjects.

ARTISTIC WORKS: Muslim artists
have, over the centuries, contributed
their talents to presenting the Holy
Qur’an in an artistic manner. These
were on display in a whole section de-
voted to the arts and calligraphy works
done related to the Holy Qur’an. The
exhibition was a resounding success
for all Muslims. For Muslims, it acted
as an eye opener for it displayed works
Muslims had never dreamt existed on
the Holy Qur’an. For non-Muslims, it
was indeed something novel. No di-
vine scripture has attracted so much
works as has the Holy Qur’an. Only
when collected together under one
roof during the exhibition could the
magnitude of work be felt. The exhi-
bition, however, had only a sample or
part of all the actual works done on or
pertaining to the Holy Qur’an. It is a
fact that should an attempt be made to
collect everything that exists regard-
ing the Holy Qur’an, a much larger
space would be required.
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East or West, prayers are a
must.....as Muslim cab drivers are
availed special facility to pray at
the Denver International Airport

The prayers of Muslim cab and van drivers at Denver International
Airport have been answered. The city of Denver will move a special
shelter from a deserted parking lot at the former Stapleton Airport to
DIA where drivers can pray.

Officially, the 18-foot-by-11-foot shelter will be for “all the cab and
van drivers, and if the Muslims want to use it for prayer, that’s fine,”
said one DIA spokeswoman.

But Mohamad Jodeh, spokesman for the Colorado Muslim Society, said
he believes the move of the shelter is in response to Muslims’ request
for a building in which to pray.

The Muslims have requested a prayer place for almost two years,
presenting the city with petitions, requesting meetings with the Mayor
and airport officials and writing letters to airport and city officials.

With Muslims having to pray five times a day, this is difficult for the
hundreds of Muslim cabbies who use DIA because they spend several
hours each day in a “holding area’ about one-half mile from the
terminal.

There is a Muslim prayer section inside the terminal, but if the drivers
leave the holding area for prayers they lose their place in the line.
Since DIA opened in 1995, observant Muslim cabbies and van drivers
have prayed on a concrete slab under a concrete roof at the holding
area.

Many days they’ve braved blazing sun or winds and snow to say the
prayers. Now they’ll have a heated, lit, metal-frame shelter, set on a
concrete floor. Jodeh is thrilled with the shelter, and even offered to
raise money for the move, estimated at $1,000. But the moving expense
will come from the aviation department’s budget.

The shelter will hold about 30 people kneeling. With each prayer lasting
between four to eight minutes, this should enable many drivers to use
the facility. It however remains to be seen if drivers can pray on the
recommended time, that is immediately after the call to prayers though
there is then a grace to pray in the next few hours.

Many cabbies already carry their own prayer rugs with them, so if they
are alone when it’s time to pray they can stop anywhere and put the
rug down. The cabbies do not use the DIA’s holding area cafeteria
“because it’s filled with drivers who want to relax and smoke and talk.
That’s not a place to pray,” Jodeh said.

The new shelter will be near an outdoor faucet at the holding area, so
Muslims can conveniently do the required ablution before praying.
Until now the devouted were not deterred from peforming their daily
prayers in one place or another irrespective of the fact that ideal
facilities were not available. With the new shelter, no driver will have
an excuse for missing his daily supplication to the Almighty. After all,
east or west, prayers are a must.
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WOMEN DAY BANQUET
CELEBRATION.....

(....from adjacent column)

titled “A Tribute to Syeda Fatema
AzZahra - What I have learnt from Her
Life.” Sister Shabnam Dewji
captivated the audience with a superb
talk on “The Power and Wealth of
Education” emphasizing the need for
Muslim women to acquire education
academically and spiritually. The
program continued uninterrupted
while dinner was served in between
raffle drawings, poems and a teenage
discussion on Women’s Rights in
Islam, presented by the City of
Knowledge School.

Sister Juman Kubba from the AzZahra
Mosque thanked the audience for their
overwhelming support and urged
Muslim women to portray their
Islamic values and preserve the Hijab.
She then explained the category of
each award that would be presented
and said the Muslim Women Day was
an annual event and here to stay. She
proudly announced the recipients of
the 1998 awards which she presented
to:

Sister Lorraine Mirza for the
Khadijatal Kubra Award,

Sister Shabnum Moledina for the Al
Zahra Award, and

Zainab Shaikley was presented with
the Young Woman Award.

Councilwoman Eileen Ansari, invited
guest speaker, shared her experiences
with the women, in particular, about
her community involvement and urged
everybody to participate actively in
their communities; to exercise their
rights to vote in the upcoming election,
and to speak up for Islam wherever
possible. She is running for the 41st
Congressional District in California
and took this opportunity to salute the
Muslim women for their dedication
and hard work. Syed Murtadha Al
Ghazvini wrapped up the evening with
amoving rendition of an Arabic poem
in tribute to Syeda Fatema AzZahra
A.S.

The multicultural and diverse crowd
largely contributed to a very successful
program.
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Dateline Los Angeles

AL MAHDI LIBRARY IS
INAUGURATED IN
LOS ANGELES

despatch from Yasmin Kermalli

In a grand celebration to honor the wiladat of our Imam, the Los Angeles Jamaat
proudly inaugurated their library that evening, dedicated to Hazrat Hujjat, Imam
Saheb-uz-Zaman A.S. on 15th day of Sha’ban, Saturday Dec. 5th, at Huseini
Imambara.

During a competition on our twelfth Imam, the madressah students were also
asked to choose a name for the library. Fatema Hasanali, ten years, appropriately
wrote down AL MAHDI LIBRARY which was accepted overwhelmingly.

The library was inaugurated by the main speaker of the evening, Syed Mohamed
Al-Qazwini (in the absence of his father, Hujjat-ul-Islam, Syed Murtadha Al-
Qazwini), and Amin Dhala of Los Angeles who was given the honor by the Los
Angeles Jamaat as a founding member and for his continued services in Tabligh
since the inception of the Jamaat in 1984.

Mushtaq Jiwa was appointed the Library-in-charge and handed out the
procedures that evening and explained how the library will function, etc. It is
anticipated that library membership cards will be ready soon.

This is an exciting time for Huseini Madressah, first the Library, and next
Inshallah classrooms, which is scheduled for ground-breaking soon to
accommodate the growing number of students that use our madressah every
Sunday. Let us all pray for our madaris to be successful, and to uphold the
teachings of our Aimmah A.S.

THE MUSLIM WOMEN DAY
BANQUET CELEBRATION

The AzZahra Mosque in Los Angeles celebrated Lady Fatema AzZahra’s
birthday and The Third Muslim Women Day on Sunday, October 12, 1998 at
the Yorba Linda Community Center with a grand banquet dinner.

A capacity crowd of over 400 people came to honor and acknowledge
outstanding women for their services and support to the cause of Islam. The
evening started off with Salaat led by Hujjatul Islam Syéd Murtadha Al Ghazvini
followed by Qur’an recitation and a chorus of beautiful Islamic songs performed
by young girls from the City of Knowledge. Sister Nazanin Wahid, who mediated
the event, did a wonderful job ofkeeping the audience in their seats throughout
the evening.

Sister Fatema Saleh dedicated her excellent talk to Seyyeda Fatema AzZahra
as a Role Model for all women to emulate. She set the tone by engaging the
interest of the audience who were treated throughout the evening with
outstanding presentations from the City of Knowledge and Huseini Madressah.

The Huseini Madressah in Los Angeles was represented with three speakers
and a team of eight girls who volunteered throughout the evening. Sajeda
Kermally recited a beautiful poem, “Mother of Iman”, while Mussarat Bata
shared her class assignment that she had written for her Madressah project

(continued on column one)
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K.S.1. Jamaat Mumbai Commemorates

The Centenary of KSI Jamaat
Mumbai was commemorated from
Friday 30th October 1998 to 1st
November 1998 at Bombay in a
befitting and purposeful manner
under the presidentship of Haji
Mohibali Roshanali Nasser.

The KSI Jamaat, Mumbai was
established in 1319 A.H. and thus it
is considered as a ‘PARENT
JAMAAT’. A localised community of
a few thousand then has, at the turn of
the century, become an important
global community of about 130,000.

An array of distinguished guests
graced the occasion and those who
could not come sent their valued
messages which were printed in the
commemorative souvenir taken out on
this auspicious occasion. Some of the
important messages were from Marja-
e-Tagleed Ayatullah al-Uzma Sayed
Ali al-Husaini Seestani, His Holiness
Ayatullah Sayed Ali Khamanie,
Supreme Religious leader of Islamic
Republic of Iran, Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee, Hon’ble Prime Minister of
India, His Excellency Hujjatul Islam
Ali Akbar Nateq Nouri, Speaker of
[slamic Consultative Assembly
(Iranian Parliament), Hujjatul Islam
Sayed Murtaza Kashmiri,
Representative of Ayatullah Sayed Ali
Seestani. His Excellency Mr. P.C.
Alexander, Governor of Maharashtra,
Mr Manohar Joshi, Hon’ble Chief
Minister of Maharashtra, Haji
Huseinali (Chacha) Paryani, Ex.
Director, Sajjadiya Trust, Canada, Mr.
Ghulam Abbas Sajan, President
NASIMCO, Canada and from a
number of Presidents, Chairmen and
Secretaries of K.S.1. Jamaats and
Trusts around the globe.

The distinguished guests from outside
India, who attended included:
Mohamedbai Dhirani, Chairman
Africa Federation, Huseinali (Chacha)
Paryani, Executive Director, Sajjadia
Trust, Canada, Dr. Amir Lakha,
President, London Stanmore Jamat,
Asghar Bharwani, President,

Fedenation Samachan

its Centenary

Dar-es-Salaam Jamaat, Abdul
Hameed Karim, President, Dubai
Jamaat, Mustafa Kanji, Chairman,
Kampala Jamaat, Mushtaq Raashid,
President, Hodaida Jamaat, Ramzan
Nanjee, Chairman, Jafari Academy
Nairobi, Hassim Abdul Momin,
Chairman, Bilal Muslim Mission,
Madagascar, Ghulam Khimji, Trustee,
Nairobi Jamaat, Ebrahim Kassam,
Trustee, Kampala Jamaat, Mustafa
Jaffer, Ex-Chairman, New York
Jamaat, Hussein Walji, Ex-Chairman,
Mombasa Jamaat, Zulfikar Khimji,
Ex-Chairman, Nairobi Jamaat, Asghar
Dhanji, Secretary General, Africa
Federation, Sajjad Hemani, Hon.
Secretary, Dubai Jamaat and many
others from Dar-es-Salaam,
Madagascar, Nairobi and other
African Countries.

The celebrations commenced on
Friday 30th Oct. 1998 with Quran-
khwani and Majlis for Marytrs,
prominently - Hirjeebhoy Allarakhia,
Laljeebhai Sajan and Killu Khatau
who sacrificed their lives for the firm
foundation of K.S.I. Jamaat, Mumbai
and construction of the K.S.1. Mosque
at Hazrat Abbas (a.s.) Street, Bombay,
and Ulema who guided the community
towards Islam. Prominent among them
were Mulla Abdul Qadir Husain (a.r.)
Haji Naji, Ayatullah Shaikh Abul
Qasim Najafi Sahab, Ayatullah Shaikh
Mohammed Hasan Najafi Sahab,
Hujjatul Islam Shaikh Mohammed
Jawad, Maulana Aashiq Abbas Sahab,
etc.

On Saturday the 31st of Oct. 98 the
delegation of distinguished guests and
members of K.S.1. Jamaat first visited
the graveyard (Arambagh) to pay
homage and recite Surah Fateha on the
graves of the martyrs. And then they
visited Ja’fari Sports Complex which
was followed by lunch hosted by the
Nasser family.

The main Centenary celebration
function commenced in the night with
recitation of verses from the Holy
Qur'an. The function was then
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inaugurated by senior-most former
President of K.S.I. Jamaat, Bombay
and Present President of K.S.1. Masjid
Trust, Haji Roshanali Haji Dawood
Nasser by releasing the souvenir which
was later auctioned. Haji Mohibali R.
Nasser, President K.S.I. Jamaat
Mumbai then read (in English) the
message from Ayatullah Sayed Ali
Khamanei, Supreme religious leader
of Islamic Republic of Iran. Haji
Akbarali K.M. Tejani, a member of the
Managing Committee, K.S.I. Jamaat
then delivered his welcome address.

After the welcome address
Mohammedbhai Dhirani, Chairman
Africa Federation, Huseinali (Chacha)
Paryani, Ex. Director Sajjadiya Trust,
Canada, Dr. Amir Lakha, President,
London Jamaat and Asghar Bharwani,
Chairman, K.S.I. Jamaat, Dar-es-
Salaam addressed the gathering. All
of them accentuated on solving the
present problems facing the
community and pledged to alleviate
the plight of the under-privileged by
providing homes to the homeless,
education including Deeni Taalim,
medical assistance to those who are
unable to afford the high cost of
medical treatment and other social
services like assistance of widows and
orphans - including non-Khoja
beneficiaries also. They also said that
the community should take benefit of
progress and achievements made by
each other and establish close contact.

After the speeches, the dignitaries and
Ex office bearers were felicitated and
presented mementos and shawls by the
present office bearers of K.S.1. Jamaat,
Mumbai.

After the presentations, a citation was
read by Haji Amirali Merchant and
presented by Haji Roshanali Lakhani
to Haji Roshanali Haji Dawood Nasser
conferred to him for the philanthropic,
exemplary and meritorious services
rendered by him for the welfare of the
Shia Isna-Ashari Community in
general and K.S.1. Jamaat in particular.
(continued on page 19)
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In his key-note presidential address,
Mohibali R. Nasser first took stock of
the great sacrifices given by Martyrs
who gave their lives and service in
nurturing the Mumbai Jamaat and
‘Din-e-Haq’. The President then
delineated the religious services
rendered by the ulema for the
establishment and cementation of the
K.S.I. community. Then he apprised
the gathering of the future projects to
be undertaken for the benefit of the
community.

After the presidential address, Yasin
G. Badami, Vice-president K.S.1.
Jamaat Mumbai expressed sincere
thanks on behalf of the Jamaat to all
the distinguished guests and other
individuals for their whole-hearted co-
operation which made the celebrations
a memorable and successful occasion.
Then Huseinali (Chacha) Paryani laid
the foundation stone for construction
and renovation of the Abbasi
Orphanage.

On Sunday, 1st Nov. 1998 the
distinguished guests visited Suhana
complex, orphanage and project site
of the proposed 100 houses at Mumbra
for the less fortunate section of the
community. With the visit to the
Andheri Mehfil in the evening, the
centenary celebrations programme
was concluded. In commemorating the
centenary, further history was made.

The 100 years
surmised as efforts
continue to surge
forwards

According to certain beliefs, the word
“KHOQJA” is derived from the urdu
word “KHOJ” or the Persian Word
“Khwaja”. Khoj in Urdu means “to
search for” or “to look for”. Therefore,
this word was used for those people
who were searching for the Right Path.
The Khojas had their own identity in
the 14 and 15 th centuries. It is certain
that certain Khojas followed the
religion of Haq and Ahle-Bayt A.S.
and were steadfast in defending their
religion with their wealth and lives. We
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100 years surmised......

must be proud that we are descendants
of such a respectable community.

Our ancestors remained steadfast in
the face of opposition, out-casting,
dangers of losing wealth and lives. Our
respect goes to  those great
personalities who sought the pleasure
of Allah (S.W.T.).Our ancestors
understood that being an Ithan-ashery
was more important than remaining a
Khoja.Thus they gave importance to
IMAN over raceftribe or class. This
was a step in revolutionising the Khoja
community. This revolution was the
seed that brought about the evolution
of the Khoja Shia Ithna-asheri Jamaat.

History tells us that during the first half
of the century, people flocked to the
faith, and this was mainly due to the
efforts of personalities like Mulla
Kadar Husain Kerbalai, Ayatullah
Sheikh Abul Qasim Najafi, Haji
Gulamali Haji Esmail (Haji-Naji) and
we also cannot forget the others who
dared to meet death with a smiling
face, like Hirjibhai Allarakhia,
Laljibhai Sajan, Abdallabhai Lalji and
K assambhai Nanji.

It was due to the sacrifice of such
eminent personalities that our first
Khoja mosque came into existence.
We cannot forget these martyrs when
we see our grand mosque standing
erect proudly because the foundation
of our mosque contains the blood of
these martyrs.

THE PROJECTS IN HAND:
Ladies and Youths Section:

Presently there is no society or
department to cater for the ladies, their
problems and affairs. These sections
need to be initiated.

Other projects that need to be
considered are:

1. Abbasi Orphanage, its repair and
renovation so that more children may
be accomodated in a pleasant
atmosphere.

2. Suhana Building at Mumbra: Its
repair and renovation. Mumbra is a
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small settlement outside Mumbai
wherein presently 56 families are
resident.

3. Abbasi Building belonging to our
Jamaat: this is presently under the
Municipality’s control. Steps are
being taken to regain control of this
building so that the Khoja Primary
School, which is presently being run
inconveniently from the Imamwada
Hall, can be accomodated here. The
Imamwada Hall would then be freed
for other purposes. The Municipal
Councillor, Janab Yousuf Abraha
has promised to hand over the
building to the Bombay Jamaat as
soon as some new laws come into
effect.

4. Mumbra : 100 flats need to be built
at Mumbra, so that the less fortunate
section of the community can be
accomodated here.

Canada’s Sajjadiya Trust ‘s director,
Husainali (Chacha) Paryani has
undertaken the first two projects. He
usually visits India twice a year and
studies personally the various projects
before doing the needful.

There are 300 poor families in and
around Mumbai who need
accommodation urgently. For the
Mumbra flats one flat of 400 sq.ft.
costs with land, US Dollars 10,000
only. Individuals, Organisations,
Jamaats or private Institutions which
wish to remember their beloved late
ones by pledging property for the poor,
can still fund these flats

There are various donors who are
assisting presently. These include:

1. Janab Kambar Asadi, who built a
graveyard for the community at
Mumbra and presently intends to build
a maternity home for the community.

2. NASIMCO provides assistance for
the Mumbra projects.

3. The President of the Africa
Federation, Mohamedbhai Dhirani has
also promised a handsome donation
for building a 3 storey building for
Muhibbane Husainiya.
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WESSEX JAMAAT AT
PORTSMOUTH CATHEDRAL

On Friday 18th December, 1998,
Wessex Jamaat Community members
joined the Christian congregation at
Portsmouth Cathedral to celebrate the
anniversary of the birth of Nabi Issa
(Peace be upon hime). The evening
program started with a welcome
address by the Provost of the
Cathedral, the Right Reverand
Michael Yorke. He went on to say:

“By the amount of media coverage we
had in the last 36 hours, we are clearly
doing something special. We are being
friends together - friends from
different ethnic backgrounds, different
religions, with different customs. And
yet we choose to be together because
we know we look to the same God,
we seek to live lives of faith and
integrity and we have concern for our
fellow human beings.

“Especially tonight we think of the
people of Iraq as the tragedy of the
bombing, whether we view it as
necessary or not. We pray for those in
fear, but we also pray for all on both
sides who are in danger of life and
limb.

“Tonight is about celebrating a life and
death of a man who lived 2000 or so
years ago. Some of us see him as a
prophet and some of us worship him
as God the son: but we are bound in
deep common respect for his teaching
and example. We rejoice together in
his miraculous birth.

“Tonight as we celebrate together; we
will use the simple light of a candle to
remind us of the light of faith which
burns brightly in a dark world; and the
light of bonds of affection and care.”

The Right Reverand then read out the
following message from the Bishop of
Portsmouth, The Right Reverand Dr.
Kenneth Stevenson: “My dear
Michael, Please give my very best
wishes and warm greetings to the
gathering of Muslims and Christians
in the Cathedral tonight.

“At a time of year when we are all
praying for peace, [ hope that this
encounter and those which follow will
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be richly blessed.
“With my love and prayers,
“Yours ever Kenneth.

The President of Wessex Jamaat,
Sibtain Versi, then responded with the
following address: “Right Reverend
Michael Yorke, ladies and gentleman.
Peace be upon you all on this
auspicious occasion when we have
gathered together to celebrate the birth
of Jesus, peace be upon him. I wish
all those who are here as well as our
absent friends, great joy and prosperity
in the New Year.

“One of the major achievements of our
communities coming together has
been the joint celebrations and
commemorations that we are having
to mark our common traditions and
heritage. Through these events we
have been able to promote amity and
harmony between our communities.

“Theological differences exist and will
continue to exist. We shall continue
to worship according to our own
traditions. We shall have our own
places of worship. But from time to
time, we shall get together to reflect
upon our civic duty to each other and
our spiritual duty to God.

“My vision is to lead our communities
into the realm of spirituality and for
this the Wessex Shia community is
indeed most grateful to the Bishop of
Portsmouth and to our good friend,
Michael Yorke whose dynamic
attitude towards Interfaith has helped
us all to form a vision of a community
bound in friendship, love and
commitment to God.

The Provost of the Cathedral, the
Right Reverand Michael Yorke, then
recited the following prayer: “Lord
God - bless our company of friends as
we meet together this evening. We give
thanks for the life of Jesus and all he
means to us. We praise and ask you
that we may remain your faithful
followers. We pray for each other,
especially we remember the sick and
anxious. Bless our company, as we
bless your name. Amen”
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The President of the Council of
European Jamaats, Jafferbhai
Dharamsi than recited the following
prayer:

“Both in Islamic and in the Christian
traditions, the birth of Jesus, Peace be
upon him, was attended by many
miracles. For this reason, on such a
festive occasion as this, we feel that
we can always seek divine intervention
to rectify human errors and frailties.

“Twould like you to join me therefore
in praying for those who are sick
amongst us, those who are needy and
lack the wherewithalls to satisfy their
needs, those who are poor and have
lost all hope of eradicating their
poverty. Above all, I would request
you to join me in praying for those who
have become innocent victims of
oppression and often end up as victims
of frail human endeavours to eradicate
oppression. When we look at the
situation in Iraqg, every innocent Iraqi
who becomes prey to the strike
launched by two great super powers
is such a victim. May God bring to a
speedy end the situation that prevails
in Iragq. While we cannot support
oppression under any guise, we cannot
at the same time support death of
innocent people.

“I would like to echo here the prayer
of St Francis of Assissi. ‘Lord. make
me an instrument of thy peace. Where
there is hatred, let me sow love. Where
there is injury, pardon. Where there is
doubt, faith. Where there is despair,
hope. Where there is darkness, light
and where there is sadness, joy.’

“With that prayer, | would like to
combine the prayers of a Muslim saint
‘O Lord, grant us the ability to obey
you. O Lord, grant us the ability to
reject sinful acts. O Lord, grant us the
ability to listen to our conscious and
to seek guidance from the learned.”

The proceedings were concluded with
Jafferbhai reciting the doa
ALLAHUMMA ADKHIL ALAA
AHLIL KUBOORIS SUROOR........
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Cook urges end to mistrust
between Islam and West

On October 9, 1998 British Foreign
Secretary Robin Cook said that the
misunderstanding and mistrust be-
tween the West and Islam should be
removed and called for proper high-
level talks between the European
Union and the Organisation of Islamic
Conference (OIC) on issues of com-
mon interest.

"We have let misunderstanding and
mistrust develop between the West and
Islam, (but) we cannot afford to let this
misunderstanding continue", he said
in his keynote speech on "Relations
berween the West and [slam."

He said it was time the European
Union and OIC started talking, at a
high level about the common issues
like the Balkans, the Middle East
peace process, Afghanistan, terrorism,
drugs, human rights and the treatment
of minorities.

"The challenges we face are global.
Global warming will affect the Middle
East as much as it will affect Europe.
Young people in Tehran or Cairo are
victims of the drugs trade just like
young people in London or Edinburgh.
Instability in the Middle East is a con-
cern to Europe, as the region’s nearest
neighbour, justas it is a concern to the
Islamic community. We can worl to-
gether, and we will all win. Or, we can
let the mistrust remain, and we will all
lose".

Cook said the two cultures had grown
too far apart and they had reached a
situation where they misjudged each
other. He said that today there was no
choice for the West and the Islamic
world but to live and work together,

"By talking, we can learn to under-
stand and trust one another”, he said.
"But such a dialogue cannot be a dia-
logue just for diplomats, or even for
foreign secretaries. I have a grand title
and a big office, but I never lose sight
of the fact that what really matters is
the people, and that the relationships
that really matter are the ones between
our people".

He said the dialogue should not only
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be at the official level but also at the
people-to-people level. "Our teachers
need to talk. Our artists, architects, and
philosophers need to talk, and ur-
gently, because we have so much to
gain from doing so, and so much to
lose if we do not do so".

He said some outstanding British aca-
demic institutions and private groups
were already doing excellent work in
this field by helping redress the bal-
ance. "But, we will not make the
progress we need until mainstream
opinion formers on both sides-in the
media, in education and elsewhere-
start to smash the stereotypes and mis-
guided attitudes that lie at the heart of
so much of the strife and polemic be-
tween our two cultures".

He strongly differed with those who
said the West needed an enemy, or who
claimed that with the Cold War over,
Islam would take the place of the old
Soviet Union and asserted that there
would be a clash of civilizations.

"Islam sees the West as materialistic,
lacking respect for the spiritual, anti-
Islamic and determined to use our lib-
eral values as a way of undermining
their societies"”, he said. "The West
equates Islam with the actions of its
most extreme adherents - too much of
the media presents Islam not as a rich
and varied culture underpinned by one
of the world's great religions, but as
the sum of terrorist bombings and
atrocities conducted by a few in its
name." He said both these views were
profoundly misplaced.

He said the British government was
encouraging bright young British
Muslims, from all walks of life, to join
the foreign service as a career, "for it
will only be with the active participa-
tion and support of dedicated British
Muslims that we will be able to claim
we have properly included the Islamic
dimension in our foreign policy."

He said the 1.5m British Muslims are
making a big contribution to British
society by playing a bigger and big-
ger part in the cultural, political and
economic life of the country.
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Pakistan bans sect or
cast inquiries for job
applications

On September 17, 1998 the Establish-
ment Division (ED) in Islamabad di-
rected all ministries and divisions in
Pakistan not to ask for information re-
garding religious sects or caste in the
employment applications from the citi-
zens of Pakistan.

A notification issued by the ED points
out that under Article 27 (1) of the
Constitution of Pakistan, no Pakistani
can be barred from employment on the
basis of religious sect or caste. This
Article lays down that, no citizen oth-
erwise qualified for appointment in the
services of Pakistan shall be discrimi-
nated against in respect of any such
appointment on the grounds inter alia
only of race, religion, caste or sex.
This, however, would not apply to the
declared minorities of the country.

In view of the above cited provisions
of the Constitution, it is not appropri-
ate to ask for information regarding
sects or caste, said the notification of
the ED. The ED has requested the
ministries and divisions to review the
existing employment application
forms in their use for the purpose of
ensuring deletion of any provision re-
lating to religious sect or caste.

Headscarf stir in

French school

Teachers at a school in western France
went on strike early this year over a
student wearing the Muslim headscarf,
arguing that the garment violated the
principle of secularism in public
schools. Their action was a replay of
strikes between 1989-1994 that saw
Muslim students expelled from
schools for wearing a headscarf and
forced courts to then intervene. The
controversy this time involves a 12-
year-old student of Turkish origin who
began attending the Jean Monnet
junior high school in Flers. The girl
had been rejected by the school as well
as another establishment in September,
1998 over her wearing the headscarf.
Regional school board officials were
then forced to intervene and ordered
she be allowed to attend classes in
accordance with the law.
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Book Review:

"World of our Youth"
by Ayatullah al-'Uzma

Sayyid Muhammad
Husayn Fadlullah

Translator; Khaleel Mohammed
Price: CDN $10 plus postage for
CANADA

All others— US $7 plus postage
Available from O.A.LK. & H.S.

Cheque are payable to:
O.A.LK. & H.S.

P. O. Box 786, Station H
Montreal, Quebec

H3G 2M7

Canada

E-mail: hmavani@acorn.net
Fax: (514) 937-4247

This 265 pages book is the first
work in English of the eminent ju-
rist, Ayatullah Fadlullah of Leba-
non. It is a translation of “Dunya
ash-Shabab.”

He deals with youth issues with
candor and forthrightness, aiming
to provide solutions from an Is-
lamic perspective for youths seek-
ing guidelines on trucial and sen-
sitive religious issues.

The book is divided into six sec-
tions --Our Youth in the light of
the Qur'an, Our Youth...The Es-
sential Model, Youth---the Peda-
gogical Responsibility, Our youth
and Effective Work, Our Youth---
the Shariah View, Our Youth--the
experience of Allamah Fadlullah.

The last section contains his legal
rulings (fatwas) pertaining to
vouths. Here some views are
analysed with a different perspec-
tive. This is the first book of its
kind in English to be authored by
a mujtahid.
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Ayatullah's book says '"'smoking

is more or less forbidden...."

Editors note: This book has been
reviewed taking into consideration
the high status of Ayatullah
Fadlullah among our distinguished
clerics. We have no information on
whether the other Marjas have ex-
pressed any comments or reserva-
tions on the fatwas in this book. Just
as the subject of music is now can-
didly discussed we deem the subject
matter in this book as food for
thought to enable intellectual dia-
logue or action on the sensitive sub-
jects covered. In no way does our
review suggest that one should or
should not follow the edicts stipu-
lated in the book. After all, when
one already is doing taqleed of a
Marja, there are special rules ap-
plicable if he or she wants to follow
the rulings of another Marja.

In his book "World of our Youth" (see
adjacent review), Ayatullah al-'Uzma
Sayyid Muhammad Husayn Fadlullah
says that smoking is more or less for-
bidden because there is an excellent
argument in the Holy Qur'an to this ef-
fect. He quotes the noble verse: "They
ask you about intoxicants and gam-
bling. Say: In them both is great evil
and good for people, and their evil over-
comes their good" (al-Baqarah, 2:219).

He says in his book, "If we interpret
the term "evil" as "harm", or that
which causes harmful effects.....then
the rule is that everything which causes
more harm than good is forbidden. As
all doctors testify, the harm caused by
smoking outweighs its benefits. There-
fore, one may incline towards its pro-
hibition. Even if the issue is not one
of prehibition, it certainly calls for
caution.

There is the point that if the person
knows that smoking will most prob-
ably cause a terminal illness, even if
after twenty years --doctors show that
smoking may cause death -- then it be-
comes haranm."

In another ruling, the Ayatollah has
said that there is no prohibition on
shaving the beard. To quote, 'l have
concluded that there is no prohibition.
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since the basis of prohibition is the
hadith which states: "Clip the mous-
tache and spare the beard, and do not
appear as the Jews." If then, the ruling
is predicated on a consideration of
appearance for the purpose of differ-
entiating between Muslims and Jews,
then this is specific to the situation
where the Muslims are a minority and
others a majority ---which calls for
some demarcation. When Imam Ali
(a.s.) was asked about the words of
God:"Change your grey hairs by dye-
ing them;do not appear as the Jews
do," he responded by saying that this
applied to the period when Islam was
a minority but the situation had
changed and Islam was a widespread
religion thus leaving the person to do
what he chooses with regard to dye-
ing of the hair.

The Ayatullah says,"It is understood
from the hadith that the prohibition of
shaving the beard was contingent on a
time-related issue at the beginning of
the Islamic message. Afterwards, how-
ever, the shaving of the beard became
a matter of appearance. If people
wanted to make an example of a per-
son and ostracize him, it was said:
"Shave his beard"--the same way that
the head is now shaved as a form of
punishment."

The Ayatullah adds, "There are some

jurists who seek prooof in the bio-

graphical accounts of the Prophet and
the Imams. But biography is not a
proof of prohibition, since their con-
duct may have been the result of opin-
ion, or a natural state of affairs where
shaving of the beard was unknown
amongst the Muslims."

When asked if any other jurist allows
shaving, he responds by saying, "Al-
Sayyid al-Khui disallowed shaving on
the basis of obligatory precaution and
not as a prohibition." This book also
contains rulings on many other sensi-
tive issues like short-term marriages,
music, polygamy, horoscopes, chess
and dominoes, fortune telling, singing
at weddings, women reciting in men's
gatherings etc.
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B B C Radio 4 Interviews Mulla Asger

The President of the World
Federation Mulla Asgarali M M
Jaffer was recently interviewed on
B B C Radio 4. The interview follows:

Interviewer: [f you could first tell me
vour name and how I could describe you
job wise?

Mulla: My name is Asghar Ali
Muhammad Mulla Jaffer. Normally they
know me as Mulla Asghar. And [ am a
Student of Islamic studies, a Preacher and
[ am also the President of the World
Federation of the Muslim Communities
with the Secretariat in London.
Interviewer: OK, If you will excuse a
very basic question and tell me what you
know, what we know about the origins
of'the Qur’an.

Mulla: Well the Qur’an is a religious
revelation. A scripture of the Muslim
Umma (community), which was
revealed by God to Muhammad directly
through the Archangel Jibraeel, who is
known in the bible as Gabriel. Soitisa
book of revelation in which Allah spoke
to His Prophet Muhammad, giving him
guide lines for humanity and a message
of unity of God confirming the previous
scriptures that have gone by and so on.
Interviewer: OK, so can you tell me
how its been transmitted down the ages.
You know how [ have seen today all
these wonderful texts. Is that the main
way its been communicated.

Mulla: The unique system, which the
Arabs then had, was memorising. And
therefore we find that thousands of
young and old knew if not all the Quran,
some chapters of the Quran by heart. It
is reported in History, for example, that
ina single battle nearly 400 of those who
had memerised the Quran were killed.
So, one way of it is committing to
memory. Secondly, it was written as it
was being revealed. The Prophet had
scribes who sat down and wrote down
and then read over to him to confirm.
Interviewer: And so tell me about some
of the beautiful text that they wrote.
Mulla: Now, that of course is very
interesting thing because in Islam, art is
promoted but, it is not allowed to draw
human faces and body. So you find in
Islamic art emphasis is given on
calligraphy. And every artist found it an
act of his religious duty to write, in the
way that he could in his own calligraphy,
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the best of Quran. And it was written in
either Arab calligraphy, sometimes Persian
calligraphy, sometimes Byzantine
calligraphy. You have so many types of
calligraphy, which were used in those days
when Quran was not printed but was
copied down by the scribes. And therefore,
you will see in this exhibition there was
one hand written manuscript of Quran
nearly 500 years old. But that writing of
the scribe is not the one that is being used
today. Itis ancient script. This is how some
people wrote some verses of the Quran or
the whole Quran to keep it for posterity, to
be able to read, till such time printing
became very easy and now we can get so
many books.

Interviewer: Presumably in the early
days though not many people could
read. What about recitation, how
important is that?

Mulla: The recitation in the original.
This is the beauty of the Quran that
although translations exist and people
do refer to translations in order to try to
understand the meaning of the verse.
But when it comes fo recitation, it is
being recited in original and for those
who cannot recite, now a days it is
becoming easy for them as they can use
tape-recorders, and they can sometimes
even watch videos as they listen to
recitation so they can follow the
writings. Then there is also
iransliteration. [ must tell you that Quran
has been transliterated in roman scripts.
so. many others who can not read in
Arabic can read in transliterated form.
Interviewer: OK, just tell me a little
bit about the old days and the
importance given to recitation. Was ita
high art form? How was it regarded?
Mulla: It was not that they gave high
or more emphasis but no doubt the art
of recitation developed into several
schools and then, of course, the students
would prefer a particular school and go
to that school and learn from tutors, So
you will find that there are various styles
of recitation and the schools, of course,
were developed accordingly. But the
recitation now is just the continuation
of the old school.

Interviewer: How important is
recitation though, I mean we have all
these other ways of accessing it, is
recitation still important?
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Mulla: Yes, in Islam it is very
important. Every Muslim has been
recommended to recite at least 100
verses of the Quran everyday for his
whole life. And now as the month of
fasting is approaching, the month of
Ramadhan, you will find that in every
house the Quran is being recited by
young and old alike. So the recitation
ofthe Quran is an act that is considered
as areligious duty by the Muslims. Even
those who may not be able to
immediately comprehend the meaning
they may refer to it later after being read.
And the daily prayers that Muslims offer
5 times a day in the mosques are all in
Arabic and some parts of the Quran are
also read.
Interviewer: And is it, well obviously
from what you are saying it is an important
thing for your own faith this recitation. Well
can you describe to me the process on how
this helps your own faith?
Mulla: Well, first and foremost it
promotes my faith and it sort of rather
gives me an ecstasy because I know [
am reading exactly what God revealed.
Now that sort of original recitation,
rather than translation by anyone else,
gives me the satisfaction, the spiritual
satisfaction so that I am actually reciting
what God has actually revealed to the
Prophet. That is the act of reward in
Islam and every Muslim would like to
read in the Original form.
Interviewer: Tell me then a bit about
the translations. Was translating
disapproved of to start with?
Mulla: Yes, [ mean you find history
repeating at various places. There were
so many instances where even the
people were not in favour of translating
the Holy Bible into English. We have
read about that and the same thing
happened to the Quran also. In some
countries people did not like it to be
translated to the local languages but most
people, the understanding people, always
favoured it and gradually, we have
overcome the whole objection and now
there is no objection to it.
Interviewer: So how widely translated
is it?
Mulla: Now, in the translation,
originally, our scholars tried to imitate
biblical style and you know, the
(continued on page 24)
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pronounce either thou or thee and the
verbs changed accordingly. Our
scholars also imitated that style and you
find the original or rather the earlier
translations having that style. We would
like to make our style more lucid and
simple as possible. So nowadays you
find there is a change in style. That is
one thing. Second thing is that the author
or the translator tries to convey what he
understood from the particular verse and
that is the reason why we do find
sometimes there are minor differences
in the translation. Third style is of course
your command over the language. If you
are English or for that matter any other
language is at your command and you
write beautifully, you may be able to
render the translation better.
Interviewer: How many languages has
the Quran been translated into now?
Mulla: As far as my knowledge goes,
we have at least 80 translations by
various people in English Language
alone. And as you must have heard
today, one was as early as the 16th
century. That is news even tome. Those
translators were Muslim as well as non
Muslim and they translated the full
Qur’an or partial, preferring to translate
by topics of the Quran.

Interviewer: That is not nearly as many
as the bible. Is it as widely read as the
bible around the world?

Mulla: If you ask me about other
translations we have got more than 100
translations in various languages. But
there is one thing, which I said earlier
in my speech also and that is that the
Quran is read in its original, and not in
its translation. Therefore, when we
compare that way to the Holy Bible then
the Qur’an is much more widely read.
But secondly, the Bible has had much
more support from the states, from the
governments, from the kings and they
have translated this and got it widely
published. In our case, in the Muslims
case, it is seldom any sovereign state or
any government does the same. A
person translates and goes to find
support from sponsors and hardly 3000-
5000 copies are printed and published
which is very, very poor. And inspite of
that, they have come up with so many.
Nowadays, of course, there is no doubt
that the government of [ran, government
of Saudi Arabiaand other governments,
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such as Pakistan and Syria are helping.
Bt hevarchelpinpinthegriginal texd
depend on institutions or authors.
Interviewer: OK, nevertheless 1 saw
today that all the CD roms and
everything that are coming out. s there
a move recently to, I dare say, to
popularise the Quran.

Mulla: Yes, now it is making it very
easy for research scholars to have cross
references, for normally they had to go
to the concordant. And in concordants,
they could get the verse but not the
meaning, whereas, here, there are so
many references. And, there is no doubt
that with the oncoming of CD-ROM,
the recitation and studying of the Qur’an
has become very popular.
Interviewer: Also the things for
children with the stories, the pictures.
Are you trying to make it more dare [
say, trendy?

Mulla: Of course, we wouldn’t say
trendy but we are making it more
accessible to all strata in the society. It
means that a child may not think that I
do not have anything from the Quran.
For example, we have recently
published a book, a pictorial book.
Where the Quran talks about animals
we have portrayed the animals and the
verse and similarly with fruits and other
subjects regarding creation. What
happens is that children become
familiar, trying to understand that the
book which is a Holy Scripture, has got
so many things in it about life and they
become familiarised. So the idea is to
familiarise the book and to make it more
used at home. The Qur’an speaks to
different people at different levels and
we try to make it accessible to all levels.
Interviewer: So here in the U.K for
instance do you think it is becoming
more widely used maybe for people
who aren’t Muslims but people who are
just interested?

Mulla: Yes, and 1 believe before any
non Muslim wishes to study Islam rather
than give him the Quran itself first we
have to give him introductory works so
they can get familiarised as to how the
Qur’an will deal with a particular
subject. Because, it is a book of codes
and so many things are codified in the
Quran and details are given elsewhere,
Now, it is the book of codes only where
the thing is mentioned sometimes and
not elaborated. So [ believe that
introductory work to the Qur’an is
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important. We have quite a few books
which wewould like o give to our non-
read them we can give them Qur’an to
read. That makes things easier for them.
Interviewer: Another very general
question, but briefly what sort of
relevance does the Qur’an have to
people today, you said a bit about this
in your speech?

Mulla: First and foremost the relevance
of the Qur’an is those values, those
human values which are now gradually
being defeated or forgotten. Now, those
values which were normally considered
to be immutable values which are now
being abandoned, Qur’an-e-Majid
speaks about them and vehemently
emphasises upon them. Second thing is
especially about the laws of retribution
and laws of justice. The Qur’an has not
been understood by many people and
people just say that it is a book of jungle
law. Qur’an-e-majid, the glorious
Qur’an talks of the laws which are a
deterrent and we would like to see them
studied and they are not only studied
by how people practice it but how
Qur’an enjoins too in matters of faith. |
believe, if all of us human beings
understood the unique teachings of the
Qur’an that is the absolute unity of God
with no one associated with Godhead,
then of course, there can be a new
outlook towards humanity as a fraternity
and brotherhood. As the Creator is one
all differences in the casts, the tribes,
colours and races submerge. The
Creator is one and unto him we will all
return, so the message of the Qur’an is
asort of brotherhood based on the unity
of God. These are the things, which
make it relevant even today. And of
course, permit me to say this that even
the laws pertaining to women may seem
to be out of place but are not. This is
because we live in a society that is
promiscuous or permissive or whatever
you may call it. The Qur’an has given
status to a woman and a woman has got
to be considered as someone
respectable, a respectable member of
the human society, which is not only a
chattel to play with but a human person.
So, this way you will find so many
teachings of Qur’an today. As | pointed
out that it wants to balance, it wants to
conjoin happiness here and in the
hereafter.

Interviewer: Good. Thank you very
much
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A Press Release from the

World Federation.......

"The fourth Executive Council
meeting of the World Federation was
held on 3 October 1998 in the city of
Peterborough, United Kingdom. In
1972, this city welcomed our
community members when they first
arrived from Uganda as refugees. Our
first mosque was soon built there and
today, 26 years later; it has a
multifarious centre built around it.
This vibrant community responded
warmly with all the arrangements to
show their hospitality when they
welcomed the participants for the
meeting.

The meeting was well represented with
Councillors from North America,
Dubai and Europe in attendance.
Nasimco representatives were led by
Haji Gulam Abbas Sajan - the
President of Nasimco. He was
accompanied by the Vice President
Haji Gulamabbas A Khakoo of Los
Angeles and Haji Mohamed Khaku,
President of Allentown Jamaat.
Councillor Haji Mustafa Jaffer of New
York and Haji Masum Somji of Dubai
also attended. Karachi Jamaat was
represented by Haji Mohammed Jaffer
KG. Overseas visitors were Dr Sultan
Aly from Australia and Haji
Sultanbhai Govani from Sweden.

QUARTERLY REPORT FROM
THE PRESIDENT

In his report, the President of the
World Federation Alhaj Mulla
Asgharali M M Jaffer informed the
council of the tragic development
taking place in Iraq, especially against
the Maraaje’. Amongst the well-
known personalities who were
martyred recently are Ayatullah Sheikh
Murtaza Burujardi and Ayatullah
Mirza Ali Gharavi. All present at the
meeting were requested to recite Surae
Fateha and pray for the well being of
our Marja’ Ayatullah Syed Ali
Seestani.

While on the subject, the President
also reported on the continuing
atrocities carried out against Shia
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brothers in Afghanistan and Pakistan.
The World Federation has raised voice
of protest by writing to the relevant
authorities. 3

The President informed the
councillors about his visit to New York
and Washington. While in New York,
the families of Haji Mustafa Jaffer
generously donated US Dollars one
hundred thousand towards religious
publication work and a further US
Dollars two hundred thousand for the
special purpose of assisting any one
needy community in India in its
entirety. This way, the community will
be given a real and helpful break out
of its misery. The President gave an
example of Avalkonda in Andhra
Pradesh where the World Federation
has carried out this type of work.

The families of Haji Mustafa Jaffer
were generous enough to offer a block
of offices in New York, free of rentals
for use as a branch of Dar al tabligh
that will act as a liaison link between
IEB Nasimco and IEB World
Federation. On behalf of the World
Federation, the President thanked the
families of Haji Mustafa Jaffer for
their generosity and magnanimity.

The President once again reminded the
Executive Council that the term 1997
- 2000 is devoted to Islamic Education
Board and appealed for funding for
Tableegh.

RAPROACHMENT WITH
AFRICA FEDERATION

The President explained to the Council
that this item was added to the agenda
at the request of Khoja Shia Ithna
Asheri Jamaat of Karachi. He read out
a letter from the Hon. Secretary of
Karachi Jamaat in which a request is
made to include this item in order to *
review the attitude of non co-operation
adopted by the Africa Federation and
discuss the removal of
misunderstanding/dispute.”

He then requested the Secretary
General to read a letter from the
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President of Karachi Jamaat that had
arrived at the Secretariat a day earlier
in which Dostbhai Bhojani informs the
President of the World Federation that
despite persuasion and insistence, the
chairman of Africa Federation showed
unwillingness to participate, thus
making it difficult to resolve the issue.
in his letter, he also presents a proposal
for setting up of a task force for
reconciliation.

The President of the World Federation
began by explaining to the attentive
audience who numbered nearly 80
Councillors and Observers that ever
since Africa Federation took a stand
of non participation, the Office
Bearers of the World Federation made
serious efforts to see that this very sad
and unhappy episode of our strained
relationship is reconciled in the most
amicable and dignified manner.

In the face of unfair accusations and
biased reportings, the World
Federation had maintained dignified
silence. Our silence, he emphasised,
was In the interest of greater good of
the community and now, the time has
come for this Executive Council to
know of the efforts so far made by the
Office Bearers. He invited the
Secretary General of the World
Federation Dr Sibtain Panjwani to

present the report on the
rapprochement  with  Africa
Federation.

The Secretary General began by
reminding the Council of the
observation made by the President of
the World Federation at the last
Triennial Conference held on 17th
October 1997 at Stanmore, London,
on the absence of Africa Federation
at the Conference which is as follows:

* The absence of Africa Federation
tonight is very conspicuous and has
been referred to by no other than the
most respected person in our hierarchy
Janab Haji Ahmedbhai Bhalloo. [ wish

[continued on page 26|
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to assure him and you all that [ feel
very sad about their absence. | am not
at all happy to see that they are not
with us. Having lived in a civilised
atmosphere, [ am more inclined to
dialogue than confrontation. I want to
assure you all, that we will carry out
the dialogue to see that our brothers
from Africa Federation are back in our
fold. This is because Unity is our life
as Dostbhai Bhojani - the President of
Karachi Jamaat has said through
Yasinbhai Gheewala. Without unity,
there is no Federation and Africa
Federation is looked upon as one of
the most respected and important part
of the World Federation.”

Soon after these words had been
uttered by the President at the
Conference, the World Federation
received a circular no JMT/117/97
dated 17th October 1997 from Africa
Federation. Stripped to its essentials,
it consisted of the claim that Africa
Federation considers the amendment
to the World Federation Constitution
adopted at the Extra Ordinary
Conference of 7th June 1997 as
unconstitutional.

This was the Conference, he reminded
the Council, where all members
including Africa Federation had
deliberated and voted according to the
provisions provided in the
constitution. Members present in that
Conference exercised their right of
voting and the result was the deletion
of clause 20.1 by majority of 83%.
Delegates from Africa Federation had
voted against the deletion.

By claiming that the decision of the
Conference was unconstitutional,
Africa Federation by implication
challenged the validity of the 1997
World Federation elections, thus
putting a doubt on the status of the
present Office Bearers of the World
Federation and together with them the
status of the Executive Councillors.

Prior to this claim, the Secretary
General emphasised, the World
Federation continuously expended
efforts towards ameliorating the
difficult situation existing between the
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World Federation and Africa
Federation. But now, the difficulties
were compounded by this stand of
Africa Federation. This meant that for
dialogue to begin, Africa Federation
first had to decide on the status of the
present elected and appointed officials
of the World Federation.

He explained that for the Office
Bearers of the World Federation, this
was a reasonable expectation because
in the absence of their confirmation of
the status, they could not represent the
World Federation in any capacity.

This was the issue before the Office
Bearers and in time proved as difficult
as the decision by Africa Federation
not to send or nominate councillors
from their Federation to attend
Executive Council Meetings.

For the next 8 months and with
measured optimism, the Office
Bearers carried on with the business
of running the World Federation as
usual hoping that good sense will
prevail. Instead, the World Federation
was volleyed with issues of the
Federation Samachar, which portrayed
a perpetual impression of crisis
between Africa Federation and World
Federation.

As the dust began to settle, the Office
Bearers took all the opportunities of
conveying to the Chairman of Africa
Federation its reasonable expectation
that the status of the Office Bearers
and together with them the status of
the Executive Council has got to be
decided.

The Office Bearers informed the
Honorary Secretary of Africa
Federation that this is not an
unreasonable demand and to make his
task easier it was conveyed to him that
a letter on any subject from Africa
Federation addressed to either the
President of the World Federation or
Secretary General in their respective
capacities would be considered by
them as implying recognition.

On 22ND of June 1998, the Secretary
General contacted the Vice Chairman
of Africa Federation by telephone. On
Tune 25th 1998, a fax letter duly

26

arrived at our Secretariat from the
Hon. Secretary of Africa Federation.
In this letter, the Hon. Secretary on
behalf of the Office Bearers confirms
and welcomes the forthcoming visit to
Dar es Salaam of the Secretary
General of the World Federation. It
also confirmed the purpose of his visit,
which was to resolve the deadlock
existing between the World
Federation and Africa Federation.

After considering in its entirety all the
issues raised by Africa Federation in
their circular of 17th October 1997,
the Office Bearers of the World
Federation decided to convey a
proposal to the office bearers of Africa
Federation. The Secretary General
made a special visit to Dar es Salaam
from 5th to 9th July 1998 for the
purpose of normalising the
relationship and to convey the
proposal from the Office Bearers of
the World Federation to the Office
Bearers of Africa Federation.

The Vice Chairman of Africa
Federation and the Secretary General
met for almost 3 days from Monday
6th of July when the Secretary General
first conveyed the proposal from the
Office Bearers of the World
Federation. He put it to Haji
Mohammed Pirbhai that almost one
year has passed since Africa
Federation’s stand against the
Conference decision of 7th June 1997.
This status quo cannot be good for
either Africa Federation or World
Federation.

To move from this situation, he
explained that both Federations must
normalise relations for there should not
be any problem now. To begin this
process, he put to the Vice Chairman.of
Africa Federation a proposal from the
Office Bearers of the World Federation
and that is “the President of the World
Federation will visit Dar es Salaam to
meet with you all. He will apologise for
the hurt feelings caused during 7th of
June Extra Ordinary Conference and
this will be the end of the matter.”

The Vice Chairman assured the
Secretary General that he will convey
|[continued on page 27|
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the proposal officially for discussion
at their Office Bearers meeting to be
held on 14th July 1998.

On 9th June 1998, the Office Bearers
of Africa Federation welcomed the
Secretary General of the World
Federation at their specially convened
meeting held at their offices in Dar es
Salaam.

Back in London, the Secretary General
received a letter dated 25th August by
post from Africa Federation in which
the proposal from the Office Bearers
of the World Federation is quoted
together with Africa Federations
response that they would like to
discuss the following principal
concerns with the World Federation:

I.Members right to demand voting by
secret ballot 2."Bonafide" residents -
eligibility of order 3..Dis-respect
shown on point of order 4.Over-riding
the Conference’s previous decision

This was where the matter stood
before the meeting of the Executive
Council. The Secretary General
concluded that as a result of this very
important initiative undertaken, the
Office Bearers of the World
Federation believe that Africa
Federation has moved its position in
that Africa Federation now accepts the
decision made by the Extra Ordinary
Conference of 7th June 1998. This is
a happy indication for all of the
members of the World Federation.

Atissue for Africa Federation now are
its four principal concerns, which
pertain wholly to the constitution of
the World Federation. He was pleased
to inform the Council that as a result
of this initiative, the official
communications are now open and
indicated to the Council that only
recently he had twice conversed by
telephone with the Hon Secretary of
Africa Federation, Finally, he assured
the council that during all this time and
now, the Secretariat of the World
Federation have kept open all services
to Africa Federation and took active
steps to see that the community in
Africa does not suffer in any way.

After submission of the Secretary
General, the Councillors debated the
report in an atmosphere of
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constructive positivity. Queries arising
from the report were clarified by both
the President of the World Federation
and the Secretary General. On the
issue of appointing a task force, which
was the proposal from Karachi Jamaat,
the President explained that the
Executive Council being one of the
partics to the disagreement cannot
appoint a sub committee or someone
to investigate and arbitrate on the
dispute.

He then dealt with each of the four
principal concerns of Africa
Federation responding in detail and
assuring the Executive Council that
Africa Federation’s right have not been
infringed nor its dignity insulted. He
is, nevertheless, willing to apologise
if his words have hurt the feelings of
the delegates from Africa Federation.
He further stressed that these points
which relate to decisions by the
Conference or Executive Council
cannot be the basis for negotiations
with the Office Bearers. Instead,
Africa Federation, as a member of the
World Federation should come to the
Executive Council to present their case
to members of the World Federation.
He will, therefore, invite Africa
Federation to attend the next
Executive Council of the World
Federation.

With calm determination and reasoned
approach, Councillors deliberated
further on the issue and expressed
confidence on the stand taken by the
Office Bearers of the World
Federation and approved of the efforts
taken by the Secretariat. In the end,
the Executive Council unanimously
passed the following resolution:

* Whereas the continued efforts of
Alhaj Sibtainbhai Panjwani, the
Secretary General of the World
Federation and Alhaj Mohammedbhai
Pirbhai, the Vice Chairman of Africa
Federation are enabling and
facilitating the process of
reconciliation between World
Federation and Africa Federation are
applauded. Be it resolved that there is
unequivocal confidence in the
approach adopted by the Secretariat.”

HAJ MEDICAL MISSION

The Chairman of Medical Advisory
Board Dr Mohamed Taki I Walji

intormed the Council that recently
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many Shia Organisations have
approached MAB to restart this
mission. In view of these requests, he
conducted a very basic survey, which
indicated to the Board that a detailed
survey on the spot is necessary to
ascertain the scope and extent of the
mission. He will report the finding to
the Executive Council.

HIV/ AIDS AND
THALLASAEMIA
After a detailed report from the
Chairman of MAB Dr Mohamed Taki
[ Walji, the Executive Council passed
the following resolution by majority:

“ In view of increasing number of
cases of HIV & Aids and increasing
number of children born with
Thalassaemia Major in our community
world wide, it is resolved that all
member Jamaats and Federations
require proposed bride and groom to
produce evidence of each of them
being free of HIV & AIDS virus

and that both are not Thalassaemia
carriers. Members should establish
necessary modality for
implementation before Nikah is
recited. MAB will issue detailed
guideline for implementation.”

GUJARAT HOUSING

The President reported that the project
of constructing houses for the needy
in Gujarat is nearly over. The final 72
flats, named Haji Naji Complex will
soon be ready in Bhavnagar. 4 families
displaced from Nawlakhi are being
rehoused in Bhuj, Kutch.

Construction of houses for Sadats is
however continuing. Construction of
a new block has started in Mahuva.

COMMUNITY PROJECTS
Haji Nazirbhai Virji, President of
Peterborough Jamaat, proposed the
construction of a Sports Complex in
Peterborough to cater for the
requirements of the community.

Haji Mohamed Khaku, President of
Allentown Jamaat, briefed the Council
of their new project to cater for the
needs of the Community.

Haji Mohamed Khaku briefed the
Council about the Visa Lotteries for
entry into USA."

Secretariat
8 October 1998
17 Jamad al Thani 1419
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Fedenation Samackar 25



Muslim World News

MAB recommends pre-marital testing for
HIV/AIDS AND THALASSAEMIA

The Medical Advisory Board (MAB)
of the World Federation has issued
guidelines for jamaats to implement
according to circumstances prevailing
in their domicile. It has clarified that
the guidelines adapted by the jamaats
must not deviate from the Peterborough
Resolution of 3 October, 1998,

This resolution which was passed by
the Executive Council of the World
Federation in Peterborough reads as
follows: * In view of increasing
number of cases of HIV & Aids and
increasing number of children born
with Thalassaemia Major in our
community world wide, it is resolved
that all member jamaats and
Federations require proposed bride
and groom to produce evidence of
each of them being fiee of HIV & AIDS
virus and that both are not
Thalassaemia carriers. Members
should establish necessary modality
Jor implementation before Nikah is
recited. MAB will issue detailed
guideline for implementation.”

HIV & AIDS

It is generally accepted that a couple
should not get married if one of them
is or becomes aware that he/she is a
carrier of HIV virus because the
consequence of such a marriage would
be to subject an innocent person and
children to a deadly disease of AIDS.

A responsible act would be for the
couple to undergo the HIV test on their
own before committing to a marriage
even if there was no such requirement
as is provided in the World Federation
resolution.

AIDS is now a fact of life in our
community. The World Federation has
already handled over 150 cases within
our community - most of them have
died. The numbers are increasing. It
is estimated that there are over 3,000
HIV positive cases in our community
todate. A number of cases have been
diagnosed after marriage when the
spouse and the children have also been

FPedenation Samachan

affected. It is therefore vital that the
vast majority of non-infected people
of our community are not
unnecessarily exposed to the risk by
yet a minority. An HIV test done by
both prospective parties in a marriage
can prevent at least some cases of
AIDS and also prevent the affected
individual from exposing the virus to
others.

*The prospective bride and groom
must undergo HIV blood test and
provide the jamaat with a negative
HIV test before the jamaat would note
the engagement (nondh). The test
should be and repeated at the time of
marriage if the period between nondh
and marriage is 3 months or over to
cover the window period.

*Each jamaat should appoint a reliable
and responsible doctor belonging to
our community or other wise who can
be relied upon to arrange and give
correct interpretation of a test at the
same retaining secrecy of the affected
individual.

Jamaats therefore should only allow
performance of Nikah upon
production of and presentation by both
parties (bridge and groom) of a
certificate of the blood test and
proving their negative status with
respect to HIV

Thalassaemia

Thalassaemia is a genetically inherited
disease. It has no connection with
HIV/AIDS. Screening in our
Jamaats has shown that almost
15% of our community are
Thalassaemia carriers i.e. they
carry this disorder in their
genes. If one of the parent is a
carrier and the other isn’t, then
there is no problem. However,
if both parents are carriers, then
there is 25% chance of the
children born with
Thalassaemia Major.

A child born with Thalassaemia
29
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Major is very weak, fails to grow,
needs blood transfusion every month,
needs special injections and
medication daily, needs major surgery
and ultimate cure is a bone marrow
transplant. Many die before reaching
puberty and those who survive have a
very painful life for themselves and
their parents. The number of
Thalassaemia Major cases are rising
in our community because of marriage
between two Thalassaemia carriers.
This is of course more likely in cousin
marriages. Thalassaemia carriers are
completely normal and only a blood
test would identify them.

It is possible to prevent children born
with this devastating disease of
Thalassaemia Major by testing
prospective brides and grooms.

*The prospective bride and groom
must undergo Thalassaemia blood test
and provide the jamaat with the results
before the jamaat would note the
engagement (nondh).

*Each jamaat should appoint reljable
and responsible doctors, belonging to
our community or otherwise, who can
be relied upon to give a correct
interpretation of Thalassaemia test.

Jamaats therefore should only allow
performance of Nikah upon
production of and presentation by both
parties (bride and groom) of a
certificate of blood test and proving
that both are not carriers of
Thalassaemia Trait. If only one of
them is a carrier, then there is no
problem.

THALASSAEMIA SCREENING

IN 7 JAMAATS IN THE UK
Total No. of People 953

halassaemia
Trait 83 (9%h)

(84%0)

Too Anaeitic to
e the Test
65(7%)
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“Having lived for two years as part of an extended family in a
traditional so 1ety, I now belleve the joint family system and small

intimate cOmmumtles form a more solid foundation for the development

"PAKISTAN is often viewed by the
West as a brutal. “uncivilised” society,

filted  with terrorists and
fundamentalists. True, corruption is
endemic and politically and

economically, the country is in amess.
However, | have found some aspects
of Pakistani society are supremely
civilised when compared with the
West, and there are many lessons e
can learn from such a traditional
society.

The most important lies in the joint
family system in which
young and old, aunts and uncles,
grandparents and children belongs o
a highly inter-dependent community
in which every member has a role and
a place and where there is always a
sense that one is inextricably
connected to others.

gvervone

Before I moved to Pakistan, | assumed
that leaving home was a nccessary part
of growing up. However, having lived
for two years, since my marriage. as
part of an extended family in a
traditional society, | now believe the
joint family system and small intimate
communities form a more solid

foundation for the development of

mature and stable individuals.

As my child grows up (he was a vear
old on Nov. 17) surrounded by all his
young cousins, [ have come to realise

that the most obvious advantage of

living in Pakistan is being part ol a
society that encourages mutual nter-
dependence and close social and
family ties. As a result, when I return
to England, I choose to Tive with my
mother family
Richmond rather than in a sepurate
central London apartment, primarily
because | now understand the
importance of the special bond that can
develop between grandparent and
child.

in our home 1n

Many of my friends find this strange,

but in Pakistan it would be considered
odd to do otherwise. In the West there
often seems to be little room ar role

for the grandmother any more. ‘There
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.Says Jemima Imran Khan

is always some convenient excuse for
not having a grandparent in the house

but the sad reality is that, because of

the way Western society 15 now
structured, having ageing parents in
the house is a burden. The world has
progressed to such a degree that for
most old people 1t is barely
recognisable and, consequently, they
feel they have little to olfer from their
own experience.

A healthy society, however, evolved
ata slow, manageable pace by passing
on generations of knowledge, tradition
and understanding. Old people are
valued for their timeless wisdom and
experience, and their slower pace does
not prevent them from making a vital
contribution to the family or
community.

In Pakistan, 1t is unthinkable even to
consider putting ones parents in a
home or to assume, as many now do
in the West, that the elderly are the
states responsibility. The Muslim
religion and culture stress the
importance of kindness and respect to
ones parents and the aged are accorded
the highest social standing of all. An
individual who fails to take care of a
parent or grandparent becomes a
virtual pariah. In America, there are
reportedly 70,000 cases
granny dumping, where old people are
literally left at the roadside by uncaring
relatives. It is no wonder that, in this
respect, Pakistanis view us as the
barbaric ones when they visit the
Western world for the first time.

For the elderly in Pakistan, there are
no years of endless staring into space
in a home unwanted and alone, a
burden on their families and on
society. On the contrary, they are
important and active members of the
family and the community and
participate in all spheres of life.
Children benefit from close contact
with grandparents. My son spends
hours playing in his grandfathers room
in Pakistan, enjoying the special
indulgence denied by parents. Once a
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a year of

week. Aga Jan (a respectful term for
an elder in the family) takes all his
grandchildren for their communai
Friday prayers in the mosque, and
there is great excitement which seems
to me touchingly old-fashioned as they
prepare to leave the house in their
smartest Friday clothes.

Society revolves around family life
which allows mothers and children to
be together at all times. When people
gather to discuss important issues, or
attend festivals or parties, even late at
night, children are always present; in
rural areas the women even take their
children into the ficlds to work with
them. When [ am in England 1 long to
take my child along to dinner with me,
but sadly its not practical and its just
not done.

In Pakistan, the idea of a child being
away from the mother for a long time,
let alone sleeping in a separate room
(something which I was led to assume
was perfectly normal) is considered
eccentric, if not unnatural. And the
habit of feeding cow’s milk to a baby
from a plastic bottle on a strict
schedule would be incomprehensible.

When I returned to Pakistan after my
baby was born. I used to hold my
hands over my ears as he cried,
thinking he would feed better if I
gradually forced him into a four-hour
pattern. My sister-in-law was
astonished. Why do you torment
yourself and him? she asked with a
simplicity which made my well-
intended actions seem misguided and
needless. In Pakistan, most mothers
breast-feed for about two years which
surprises most foreigners who seem to
feel this is unnatural behavior.

In many ways, we are encouraged in
the West to act against our most natural
instincts. Mothering has been made to
seem so scientific that one hardly has
the confidence to trust ones own
instincts any more. When | was
pregnant | read that many mothers
claim to have difficulty at first in
(continued on page 31)
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Jemima Imran Khan

on the joint family....

(....from page 30)

turning on mothering; this phrase in
Pakistan, where most five-year-olds
know how to look after newborn
babies, would make mothers laugh in
disbelief.

I cannot help feeling that we live in a
society which seems increasingly
paranoid and competitive. Children,
we are told, must conform to a certain
pattern and they are unhealthy or
abnormal if they do not. When my
sister-in-law told me how one of her
children did not begin speaking before
the age of three, I was shocked and
asked if she had not been at all
concerned. She just laughed and said:
Children will progress at their own
rate.

Individuals, and children in particular,
appear less emotionally dependent in
the joint family system, since they are
in close and continual contact with so
many other people of all ages, from
babies to great-grandparents and have
sufficient emotional and psychological
security to become independent.

Within this framework of support, no
one relationship has to bear too much
emotional intensity or weight of
responsibility. As aresult, there seems
to be none of that needy attachment
and insecurity characteristic of
Western family relationships.

When a child is given unconditional
and unlimited love by all around him,
far from becoming spoilt, as we would
say in the West, [ have found that he is
in fact far freer, less demanding and
more content; he learns sooner and
more readily to take responsibility for
someone else. As my child grows, and
his need for constant mental and

physical stimulation rapidly increase,

I sympathise with the plight of the
single working mother. She is forced
to send her children into day care,
where they can receive only the most
superficial attention. It is not the single
mother who should be condemned, as
so often happens, but the society that
has created a situation in which a
woman without a husband to rely on
often has no other family and no
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alternative emotional or financial
support to fall back on.

In Pakistan it is easier for a mother to
work without having to send her
children into a creche. In Imran's
family, one of my sisters-in-law, who
has four children including twins,
works part-time as a surgeon. During
her working hours, the children are left
in the familiar environment of the
family home with a whole range of
relatives to care for them.

The sad truth is that, with the
breakdown of the family in the West,
the state has attempted to usurp its role.
Many Western families are barely able
to fulfil even their most basic functions
of protection and instruction. While in
healthy societies, marital problems are
dealt with by family members within
the home, in the West, we go to
marriage guidance counsellors.
Instead of asking our mothers to help
with unruly children, we go to
behavioral specialists and instead of
disciplining and morally educating
children ourselves, we expect school
teachers to do it.

So, progress has its price. All the signs
indicate that the nuclear family is not
working: increasing divorce and crime
rates, domestic violence and child
abuse are all signs of severe social
breakdown and moral disintegration.
Despite the fact that in the West we
are generally considered better offthan
ever, with increased personal wealth
and longer life expectancy, still the
Samaritans report that they received
nearly a million more calls in 1990
than they did in 1980, 72 per cent of
which were suicide-related.

Psychologists even claim the
dysfunctional family is now typical.
Consider all this and compare the
sense of family and community in
Pakistan with the individualism and
selfishness of Western culture, and I
suspect most Westerners would agree
that, in many ways, Pakistan society
is far less barbaric than it sometimes
appears.

In an interview given in 1995, Jemima
reiterated that she was not forced to
convert to Islam when taking the name
Haiqa. She said: " The media present
me as a naive, besotted 21-year-old
who has made a hasty decision without
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really considering the consequences -
thus effectively condemning herselfto
a life of interminable subservience,
misery and isolation. Although [ must
confess I have rather enjoyed the
various depictions of a veiled and mis-
erable "Haiqa Khan" incarcerated in
chains, the reality is somewhat
different. Contrary to current opinion,
my decision to convert to Islam was
entirely my own choice and in no way
hurried. Whilst the act of conversion
itself is surprisingly quick - entailing
the simple assertion that "there is only
one God and Mohammed is His
Prophet" - the preparation is not
necessarily so speedy a process. In my
case, this began last July, whilst the
actual conversion took place in early
February - three months before the
Nikkah in Paris.

During that time, I studied in depth
both the Quran and the works of vari-
ous Islamic scholars (Gai Eaton, the
Bosnian president Alia Izetbegovic,
Muhammad Asad) , thus giving me
ample time to reflect before making
my decision. What began as intellec-
tual curiosity slowly ripened into a
dawning realisation of the universal
and eternal truth that is Islam. In the
statement given out a week ago, I par-
ticularly stressed that I had converted
to Islam entirely "through my own
convictions". The point is that my con-
version was not, as so many have as-
sumed, a pre-requisite to my marriage.
It was entirely my own choice.

As it explicitly states in the Quran, a
Muslim is permitted to marry from
"the People of the Book" - in other
words, either a Christian or a Jew. In-
deed, the Sunnah - which describes the
life of the Prophet - shows that the
messenger of Islam himself married
both a Christian and a Jew during his
lifetime.

I believe that much of this hostility
towards my marriage and conversion
stems from widespread misconcep-
tions about an alien culture and reli-
gion. Not only is there a huge gulf be-
tween the Western view of Islam and
the reality, but there is in some cases
also a significant distinction between
Islam based directly on the Quran and
the Sunnah and that practised by some
Islamic societies.
(continued on page 33)
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(....from page 31)

"... I'would like to point out that Islam
is not a religion which subjugates
women whilst elevating men to the sta-
tus of mini-dictators in their own
homes.

I was able to see this first-hand when
| met Imran's sisters in Lahore: they
are all highly educated professional
women. They can hardly be seen as
"women in chains" dominated by ty-
rannical husbands. On the contrary,
they are strong-minded independent
women- yet at the same time they re-
main deeply committed both to their
families and their religion. Thus, | was
able to see - in theory and in practice -
hoyv e

Islam promotes the essential notion of
the family unit without subjugating its
female members.

[ am nevertheless fully aware that
women are sometimes exploited and
oppressed in Islamic societies, as in
other parts of the world. Judging by
some of the articles which have ap-
peared in the press, it would seem that
a Western woman's happiness hinges
largely upon her access to nightclubs,
alcohol and revealing clothes; and the
absence of such apparent freedom and
luxuries in Islamic societies is seen as
an infringement of her basic rights.
However, as we all know, such super-
ficialities have very little to do with
true happiness. Besides, without in any
way wishing to disparage the culture
of the Western world, into which [ was
born, I am more than willing to forego
the transient pleasures derived from al-
cohol and nightclubs; and as for the
clothes I will be wearing, T find the
traditional shalwar kameez (tunic and
trousers) worn by most Pakistani
women far more elegant and feminine
than anything in my wardrobe.

Finally, it seems futile to speculate on
my chances of marital success. Mar-
riage, as Imran's father has been
quoted as saying, is indeed "a gamble".
However, when [ see that in a society
based on family life the divorce rate
is just a fraction of that in European
or American society, | cannot see that
my chances of success are any less
than if [ had chosen to marry a West-
erner."
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FROM THE NAHJUL BALAGHA:

SAYING OF IMAM ALI (A.S.) in SERMON 28

About the transient nature of this world and
importance of the next world

So now, surely this world has turned
its back and announced its departure
while the next world has appeared
forward and proclaimed its approach.
Today is the day of preparation while
tomorrow is the day of race. The place
to proceed to is Paradise while the
place of doom is Hell. Is there no one
to offer repentance over his faults
before his death? Or is there no one to
perform virtuous acts before the day
of trial?

Beware, surely you are in the days of
hopes behind which stands death.
Whoever acts during the days of his
hope before approach of his death, his
action would benefit him and his death
would not harm him. But he who fails
to act during the period of hope before
the approach of death his action is a
loss and his death is a harm to him.
Beware, and act during a period of
attraction just as you act during a
period of dread. Beware, surely [ have
not seen a coveter for Paradise asleep
nor a dreader from Hell to be asleep.
Beware, he whom right does not
benefit must suffer the harm of the
wrong, and he whom guidance does
not keep firm will be led away by
misguidance towards destruction.

Beware, you have been ordered
insistently to march and been guided
how to provide for the journey. Surely
the most frightening thing which [ am
afraid of about you is to follow desires
and to widen the hopes. Provide for
yourself from this world what would
save you tomorrow (on the Day of
Judgement).

as-Sayyid ar-Radi says: If there
could be an utterance which would
drag by neck towards renunciation in
this world and force to action for the
next world, it is this sermon. It is
enough to cut off from the
entanglements of hopes and to ignite
the flames of preaching (for virtue) and
warning (against vice). His most
wonderful words in this sermon are
“Today is the day of preparation
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while tomorrow is the day of race.
The place to proceed to is Paradise
while the place of doom is Hell,”
because besides sublimity of words,
greatness of meaning, true similes
and factual illustrations, there are
wonderful secrets and delicate
implications therein.

Itis his saying that he place to proceed
to is Paradise while the place of doom
is Hell. Here he has used two different
words to convey two different
meanings. For Paradise he has used the
word “the place to proceed to” but for
Hell this word has not been used. One
proceeds to a place which he likes and
desires, and this can be true for
Paradise only. Hell does not have the
attractiveness that it may be liked or
proceeded to. We seek Allah’s
protection from it. Since for Hell it was
not proper to say “to be proceeded to”
Amir al-mu’minin employed the word
“doom” implying the last place of stay
where one reaches even though it may
mean grief and worry or happiness and
pleasure.

This word is capable of conveying
both senses. However, it should be
taken in the sense of “al-masir” or
“al-ma’al”, that is, last resort.
Qur’anic verse is “say thou "“lLnjoy
ye (your pleasures yet a while ), for
your last resort is unto the (hell) fire”
(14:30). Here to say “sabgatakum”
that is, “the place for you to proceed
to” in place of the word “masirakum”
that is, your doom or last resort would
not be proper in any way. Think and
ponder over it and see how wondrous
is its inner implication and how far
its depth goes with beauty. Amir al-
mu’minin’s utterance is generally on
these lines. In some versions the word
“sabgah” is shown as “subgah”
which is applied to reward fixed for
the winner in a race. However, both
the meanings are near each other,
because a reward is not for an
undesirable action but for good and
commendable performance.
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The Fatwa against
Rushdie remains

The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of
Iran, issued the following circular,
reference: SEPMOB3.A/ on 28 September
1998.

"In the name of Allah, the compassionate,
the Merciful

Dear brothers and Sisters.
Salamun alaikum.

Following normalization of relations
between the Islamic Republic of Iran and
the United Kingdom, and given the
importance of the agreements reached, 1
am pleased to send you, herewith, a copy
of the statements issued by the Foreign
Ministers of the two countries at the end
of their meeting held in New York on 24th
September 1998, on the sidelines of the
53rd UN General Assembly. To clarify the
matter further for our Muslim brothers and
sisters, | also enclose a copy of the
statements made by the Spokesman for the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic
Republic of Iran on the subject.

The Government of the Islamic Republic
of Iran is pleased to note that the British
Government has, after ten years, come to
appreciate the clear position of the [slamic
Republic of Iran. Iran has. therefore,
welcomed the British Government’s
expression of interest in upgrading
diplomatic relations to ambassadorial
level.

May | take this opportunity to wish you
the best of health and success in all your
Islamic and humanitarian endeavours."

Mohsen Daneshmand

Second Secretary,

Public Relations

Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran

On 24 September, 1998 Hon. Robin Cook,
UK Foreign Secretary and H.E. Dr. Kamal
Kharrazi, Foreign Minister of the Islamic
Republic of Iran made the following
statements on the sidelines of the 53rd
General Assemby of the UN.

Mr. Cook: “Dr. Kharrazi and | had
positive discussions about the range of
international and bilateral issues of mutual
interest and concern. On Afghanistan and
Iraq, in particular, we found a lot of
common ground. I passed on my
condolences about the recent murder of
Iranian diplomats and a journalist by the
Taliban and reiterated my Government’s
strong condemnation of this outrage. We
both agreed on the need to see a broad
based government in Afghanistan and a
negotiated settlement under UN/OIC
auspices. We also agreed on the need to
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The Kenya President Daniel Arap Moi paid a three day official visit to the Islamic
republic of Iran in December last year during which he exchanged views with East
Azarbaijan provincial officials and inspected both manufacturing and industrial sectors.

Before his departure, Arap Moi told reporters that his visit to the Islamic Republic
of Iran had opened a new chapter in the area of economic and trade cooperation
between Kenya and Iran. He expressed hope that exchange of economic delegations
would take place between the two nations in the near future. He also said that a
Kenyan delegation would be paying a visit to the center of East Azarbaljan province
to explore ways for the broadening of bilateral economic relations.

The President said that during his stay in Tabriz, he learned of it’s potentialities
and capablitics in the areas of manufacture and industry, The provinicial governor,
Yahya Mohammadzadeh told the press that the official visit of the Kenyan
President had been within the framework of bilateral relations between Nairobi
and Tehran.

Mohammadzadeh also stated that Iran was trying to find ways for the private sectors to
open up markets through Kenya to other parts of Africa. He said that the Kenyan
officials of Chambers of Commerce have been invited to pay a visit to Tabriz for an
exchange of talks, He also said that an Iranian delegation would be visiting Nairobi in

the near future.

| A senior Iranian senior Iranian Cleric and Preacher, Hojjatoleslam Hajj  Shaikh
Mohammad Taqi Falsafi passed away on 18 December, 1998. The famous Centenarian
orator and preacher spent his fruitful life for the dissemination of Islamic culture.

combat terrorism. | repeated our
condemnation of recent terrorist incidents
inside Iran by the Mujaheddin-e-Khalg
Organisation.

On the bilateral side we agreed to intensify
the dialogue between our two countries
and to explore further ways of developing
practical cooperation, for example in
combating drugs trafficking and in the
provision of humanitarian assistance to
refugees, an area in which Iran has borne
a huge burden for many years.

During our meeting, we discussed the case
of Salman Rushdie, which has long been
a source of difference between us. |
explained that Her Majesty’s Government
recognized the fundamental role of Islam
in Iranian life and understood and regretted
the offence that the book The Satanic
Verses has caused to Muslims in Iran and
elsewhere in the world. [ confirmed that
neither we nor any of our EU partners
condoned the content of Salman Rushdie’s
book The Satanic Verses but believed an
individual’s right to express his views
freely in line with our beliefin the right to
freedom of expression, as enshrined in
international law and the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights. Dr.
Kharrazi and 1 agreed on the importance
of the Islamic and Western worlds working
together to prevent a
civilisations’.

During our discussion, I referred to various
statements which some senior Iranian
officials have previously made to the
media, according to which the Islamic
Republic of Iran’s government would not

54

‘clash of

send anyone to threaten the life of Salman
Rushdie. | am delighted to say that His
Excellency Dr. Kharrazi has clarified the
Iranian government’s position on this and
on the bounty on the life of the author of
The Satanic Verses These assurances
should make possible a much more
constructive relationship between the UK,
and I believe the EU. with Iran, and the
opening of a new chapter in our relations.
Dr. Kharrazi and [ have, accordingly.
agreed that we should upgrade the level
of our diplomatic relations o
Ambassadorial level”.

Dr. Kharrazi: “ 1 too found my
discussions with the Foreign Secretary
very positive and we have identified a
number of ways in which we can develop
political and practical cooperation. We also
identified a number of regional and
international issues on which we would
like to intensify our political discussions.
I congratulated Mr. Cook on the success
of the peace process in Northern Ireland
and passed on my government’s
condolences about the recent Omagh
bombing, reaffirming the Government of
the Islamic Republic of Iran’s strong
condemnation of terrorism in all its forms.
We both agreed on the importance of
basing our relations on the principle of
non-interference in each other’s
international alfairs.

I told Mr. Cook that the Government of
the Islamic Republic of Iran remains firmly

(continued on page 35)
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(.....from page 34)
of the belief that the prevention of insults
to religious values and beliefs will greatly
contribute to mutual understanding and
confidence between the Islamic world and
Europe. I explained to Mr. Cook the
offence and distress The Satanic Verses
had caused to Muslims throughout the
world and repeated the Government of the
Islamic Republic of Iran’s strong
condemnation of this book. [ stressed to
Mr. Cook that insults to our sacred Islamic
values are under no circumstances
acceptable to us or to Muslims worldwide.

Senior Iranian officials have previously
made clear our position on this issue. 1
reaffirmed that position. The Government
of the Islamic Republic of Iran has no
intention, nor is it going to take any action
whatsoever to threaten the life of the
author of The Satanic Verses or anybody
associated with his work, nor will it
encourage or assist anybody to do so.
Accordingly the Government disassociates
itself from any reward which has been
offered in this regard and does not support
it. Mr. Cook explained to me the British
Government’s strong desire to improve
undestanding between the Western and
Islamic worlds, and that it in no way
condones or supports offence to religious
sanctitics and values, including those of
Islam. Like Mr. Cook, I hope that we can now
pursue a new, more constructive relationship
between (he Islamic Republic of Iran, the UK
and the EU. We have thus upgrade our
relations to Ambassadorial level.”

[n a Press conference on 27th September
1998, the Spokesman for the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of
Iran said: “Elevation of diplomatic
relations between the Islamic Republic of
Iran and the UK should be assessed in the
context of'the world developments and the
emergine understanding of the realities of
the Islamic Republic of Iran.”

In response to the incorrect reflections in
certain foreign media on Iran-Britain
relations, Mahmoud Mohammadi said:
“This is while the irrevocability of the late
Imam Khomeini’s fatwa is a fact, and our
Foreign Minister reiterated. in his
statement following his mecting with his
British counterpart, the position of the
Islamic Republic of Iran on the insulting
book “The Satanic Verses™ and its author™.
The Spokesman added that while the
British ~ Foreign  Secretary has
unequivocally stated that the British
Government and the EU do not condone
insults against religious sanctities, the
author still continued his offensive
remarks which would certainly result
in further indignation among the
Muslim community.
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Security
tightened in
Rawalpindi

In the wake of recent incidents of
sectarian violence in different parts of
Pakistan, special security measures
were taken to avoid any untoward
incidents and maintain an atmosphere
of religious harmony in the city.

The city police were put on full alert
and special teams of police forces were
deployed at all sensitive points
including mosques and ‘Imambargahs’
in different localities of the city. The
activities of different religious groups
were strictly observed by law
enforcement agencies. Some
suspicious individuals were also
arrested so as to be interrogated.

The district administration was in
constant contact with different
religious groups to know what their
activities were and thereby evolved a
strategy to maintain religious harmony
among different groups.

All police stations were directed to put
special staff on duty at mosques and
‘Imambargahs’. Senior police officials
were also instructed to visit sensitive
places on a regular basis.

It's a sad paradox that violence has
escalated during the holy month of
Ramadhan wherein Muslims are given
an opportunity to seek sincere
forgiveness for their past misdeeds
while in a state of fasting. Rather than
seek forgiveness, what we have been
seeing in Ramadhan over the past few
years is an increase in brutal killings.

Aliasghar--
the Little
Whiz Kid

Members of the Shia Ithnaasheri com-
munity in London were surprised to
see an eight-year old boy fluently re-
citing majalis during Muharram last
year. The boy impressed one and all
and as a gesture of acknowledging his
capabilities, the President of the World
Federation presented him with a token
prize.

The young boy, Aliasghar
Noormohamed has been serving the
community there voluntarily and his
abilities are a form of encouragement
for our youths to emulate.

Aliasghar successfully studied at
Greenhill College and Whitemore
High School and has undergone a two
year training as an Air Cadet (Royal
Air Force). He works with a travel
agent in Harrow during the weekend.

Born in 1979, Aliasghar is an avid
reader of books and excelled in com-
puter studies before entering Univer-
sity at his tender age. he is dedicated
to hard work and always looks forward
for an opportunity to serve members
of the community at large.

shot dead in the city.

ASSASINATION ATTEMPT FAILS IN NAJAF...

A Pakistani religious leader in the southern Iraqi city of Najaf was injured in
an assassination attempt and three people visiting him were killed, on 8
January, 1999. Ayatollah Bashir Hussein al-Bakistani was slightly injured in
the left leg in the incident wherein a man threw a grenade into his office.

Najaf. which is 140 kilometres south of the capital Baghdad, is home to a
revered Shia site, the tomb of Hazrat Ali (RA), cousin of the Prophet
Muhammad (Peace Be Upon Him) is located here.,

Several Shia clergymen have been killed in mysterious ways in Iraq in recent
years. Last June, an Iranian cleric, Ayatollah Mirza Ali Gharavi, was shot to
deathi as he was being driven home in Najaf. In April, another Iranian cleric
based in Najaf, Ayatollah Murtaza Ali Mohammed Ibrahim Borujerdi, was
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TORONTO JAMAAT has announced
full participation in the Out of The Cold
program and will provide shelter facil-
ity, bedding, services, nutritious hot din-
rer, breakfast and a lunch pack to all
homeless people who will be shelier-
ing at our 9000 Bathurst premises. The
Jamaat in cooperation with Templc Har
Zion (our Jewish neighbours) and Zo-
roastrian Group will shelter the home-
less on every Wednesday starting Feb-
ruary 17 till March 24. This is the first
time that our community volunteers will
be involved in a program outside our
community. This program is in response
to the appeal from various quarters for
help to the homeless people during the
winter. The death of three homeless
people due to hyperthermia last winter
raised outery among the general public
and the Ontario Government is pres-
sured to find a solution. In the mean-
t'me some faith and service groups have
joined hands in this program.

AL HUSSAIN FOUNDATION
WINS ZONING APPROVAL: The
Al-Hussain Foundation was established

in 1989 by Al-Hajj Abu Ali Hussain..

Abu Ali, as he is popularly know here,
is a leading member of Islamic Shia
Ithna-Asheri Jamaat of Toronto. The
Aim and object of this trust is fo serve
the Muslim community in the Greater
Toronto Area. The foundation acquired
34 acres of land in the Township of
Markham on Kennedy Road, north of
Major Mackenzie Road. The total pur-
chase price of the land was $2 million,
which was paid by the Abu Ali family
and was named Al-Hussain Foundation.
Application for zoning the land was
lodged in 1994 and an approval to uti-
lize five acres for an [slamic center and
cemetery is now in hand. Work for de-
veloping the project will, inshallah,
commence soon after the winter season.
The first stage of the project will have a
1000 lot cemetery and a six thousand
square feet of other facilities. The cost
of developing Phase | is estimated at
$1,250,000.00. It is expected that this
project will receive support from the
Muslim community so as to be com-
pleted by September 1999. The Wadi
Al-Salam Cemetery and The Islamic
Center, as it will be called, will serve
the Muslim community in Toronto. The
Foundation appeals to all for their sup-
portand contribution in this worthy cause.
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DATELINE
TORONTO

from Baqir Alloo in Toronto

TORONTO JAMAAT held two Extra-ordinary General Meetings, one
on November 8 and the other on December 12. November 8 meeting was
to consider the proposed Members Group Life Insurance to replace the
present Burial Scheme. As a number of clarifications were sought by mem-
bers it was decided to shelve the proposal till sometimes later. The other
proposal was to approve the Site Plane for Phase I construction on a 36,000
sq. feet of land out of 27 acres of community land at 9000 Bathurst. This
Phase One envisages the construction of the Madressa building and a Multi-
Purpose Hall. Jamaat President Nazir Gulamhussein explained in detail
the progress and impediments of this project and how they are being tack-
led. He then presented the revised plan for adoption which was approved
unanimously. The meeting also approved a proposal to empower the
West Jamaat to go ahead and purchase a property worth up to
$500,000.- so that they can get out from the present rented property.
The meeting on December 12 was called to consider a resolution to amend
the constitution whereby the Executive Committee will be expanded to 12
members from the present six member. This proposal also raised a hoard
of questions from those present and as a result it was withdrawn.

AL-SADIQ ISLAMIC SCHOOLS: Addressing the Annual General Meet-
ing of the school, the Chairman of the Board of Trustees Br. Yusuf Mawji
stated that the school has now entered the full elementary school status
and caters up to Grade 8. It also registered a growth of 66% in the enroll-
ment and has now a 23 seat school bus to provide transport for student.
Further arrangement are being made to provide transport facilities for stu-
dents living in Mississauga and Brampton area. He said that the academic
progress of the school was very impressive. This assessment is based on
the Canadian Test of Basic Skills in language, art and mathematics. The
school has modern computer lab, including Internet service, to train the
students to attain and maintain the competitive edge in modern learning.
The school has a well stocked library which is actively maintained by Par-
ent-Teacher Library Group. He lamented the lack of Gym for indoor physi-
cal activities during winter and a good assembly hall. He hoped that these
facilities will, inshallah, become available when Phase I plan is accom-
plished.

THE HOLY MONTH OF RAMADHAN : The Bayview Mosque, West
Jamaat Centre, Hamilton and Crescent Village marked the holy month with
salaat, darsa, dua and waez . Maulana Rizvi addressed Bayview Mosque
congregation every night dwelling on tafsir or Qura’n. At the Crescent
Centre, Sheni Lakha, Muntazir Moledina and Maulana Zulfikar Ali Bukhari
preached while at Hamilton Centre, Maulana Shafik Hooda addressed the
congregation. Dr. Liyakat Takim preached at the West Jamaat Centre ex-
plaining the verses of the Holy Book and their message. The ladies at
Bayview Centre also drew and implemented an extensive program for the
Holy Month with Iftar, Salaat, Darsa, and dua.

JAFFERY YOUTH SECTION arranged Fridays and Saturdays programs
for youths during the holy month. Boys competed in a table tennis contest
and girls had their game competitions at 9000 Bathhurst. Between games
there were short talks by our resident a’lim and other scholars on reli-
gious, social and educational topics. During Christmas holidays the youths
met at The Crescent Village Centre for a variety of programs to enhance
their religious knowledge and develop spirituality.
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Election Round-Up

Nairobi Jamaat

The Shia Asna Asheri Jamaat of
Nairobi held its Bi Annual General
Meeting on Monday October 26 1998,
5 Rajab 1419, at Jaffery Islamic Centre
in Lavington,

Chairman: Mohamed Y Kermali
Vice-Chairman: Feerozali H Jagani
Hon, Secretary:  MohamedArif M
Suleman

Asst. Secretary:  Murtaza A Somji

Hon. Treasurer: MohamedIgbal
Kalyan
Assistant Treasurer: Shabbir M
Merali

Committee Members:
Akber Karawalli (ex-officio)
AasifHassan M Sheikh
GulamAbbas Nazerali
MohamedNazir A Kalyan
Moonaver M Dhanani
Ramzanali M Nanji
Trustees:

AshikHussein Rashid
Gulamabbas H Khimji
Manzoorali M Kanani

Milton Keynes Jamaat

The current office-bearers of Milton
Keynes Jamaat are:

President: Mohammedbhai H.
Alibhai

Hon. Secretary: Mustafabhai R.
Dhanji

Hon. Treasurer: Mustaqbhai I.
Dhanji

Mukhi: Azizbhai Rajani
Asst. Mukhi: Bahadurbhai Dalal
Chairlady: Fazilatbai Shivji
Vice Chairlady: Zerabai Dhanji
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Orlando Jamaat

The Shia Asna Asheri Jamaat of
Orlando held its elections on Sunday
December 6th 1998 at Husseini
Islamic Centre, and the following
office bearers were duly elected.

PRESIDENT: Mehboob Manji
VICE PRESIDENT: Liyakat Fazel

SECRETARY: Raza Dhanji
TREASURER: Zulfikar Ladak
MUKHI: Kazim Namazie
Committee Member:  Sajjad Mukhi
TRUSTEE: G. M. Dewji
TRUSTEE: A. Namazie
TRUSTEE: Ali Virjee
TRUSTEE: Raza Jaffer

Leicester Jamaat

The following are the new office-
bearers of Leicester Jamaat:

President: Sultan K Rajani
Vice-President; Yusufbhai Sabur
Hon. Secretary: Murtazabhai
Moledina

Hon. Treasurer; Pyaralibhai

Alimohamed Nanji Master
Committee Members:
AbdulKarimbhai Alladita (Mukhi)
M. Rafique Bhojani

Sadigbhai Kanji

Resident Aalim: Mulla Roshan Versi
Trustees: Gulamalibhai Dhanji, Bashir
J. Kassam, Pyaralibhai Alimohamed
Nanji Master and Gulamabbas Khimji

Council of
European
Jamaats

The following are the new office-
bearers of the Council of European
Jamaats who were elected into office
on 13 December, 1998 (23 Sha'baan,
1419. The elections were held at the
Zainabia Centre, Milton Keynes.:

President: Jaffer Dharamsi (Wessex)
Vice President: Mohammed Alibhai
(Milton Keynes)
Secretary General:
(Wessex)
Treasurer:
Hydery)
Executive Councillors:

Yasin Rahim

Salim Somji (London

Murtaza Datoo (London Hujjat)
Mohammed Bharwani
(Birmingham)

Rasool Bhamani (Peterborough)
Razahussein Rahim (Leeds)

New York
Jamaat

The Shia Ithnasheri Jamaat of New
York held its Biennial Election
Meeting on 24 October, 1998 at the
Al-Husseini Madressah. The
following were elected into office:

President: Sajjad Ladha
Vice President; Mazahir Fazal
Secretary: Mohsin Manekia
Jnt. Secretary: Shabbar Alidina
Treasurer: Habib Khalfan
Int. treasurer: Hasnain Merali
Mukhi: Firoz Mukhi
Mukhi: Safdar Hasham

Committee Members:

Dr. Riaz Hasham
Riaz Khalfan
Asger Nathoo
Hasnain Dharsi
Shauzab Ladha
Gulshan Hasham

Muhammadi Welfare Association of Australia Inc.

At the recent Annual General
Meeting of the Muhammadi Wel-
fare Association of Australia Inc.,
the following were elected into
office:
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President: Dr. Sultan Ally
Vice President: Dr. Shabbir Haider
General Secretary: Bagir Raza
Treasurer: Qaiser Jafri
Asst. Secretary: Zawar Shah



NOW YOU HAVE
A CHOICE
with

A2

RELIANCE INSURANCE COMPANY (TANZANIA) LIMITED

A new private insurance company backed by:-

(1) re-insurance treaty with the world’s re-insurance company, namely,
Munich Reinsurance Company of Germany

(2) affiliation with Pan Africa Insurance Company Ltd. of Kenya -
established in 1946 and quoted on Nairobi Stock Exchange.

(3) prominent members of the Community....

Reliance Insurance Company
(Tanzania) Limited

Osman Towers 3rd Floor, Zanaki Street
P.O. Box 9826
Dar es Salaam.

Tel: 117722/122798
Fax: 112903
E-mail: Reliance @cctz.com

Directors: A.M. Rajpar, Mehboob G Fazal, Mohamed Sumar, Hasnein Alidina, Munir
Bharwani, William Olotch, Francis Nyammo
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Obituaries

Death Jottings

inna lillaahi wa inna
ilaihi raajiuun

The following deaths have been re-
ported since the last issue of the Fed-
eration Samachar which carried death
announcements up to 23 August, 1998.

Marhuma Taherabai
Mohamedhussein - Karachi on
Thursday 7 January, 1999, 18 Mahe
Ramadhan 1419 A H.

Marhuma Khairunbai R.H.
Nurmohamed - London on Tuesday
5 January, 1999, 16 Mahe Ramadhan
1419 A.H.

Marhum Haji Hussain I. Haji
(Sheni) - Karachi Pakistan on Satur-
day 2 January, 1999, 13 Mahe
Ramadhan 1419 A.H.

Marhuma Hamidabai Shamsherali
Momin - Surat India on Saturday 2
January, 1999, 13 Mahe Ramadhan
1419 A H.

Marhum Hussain Raza, son of
Gulamabbas Jaffer Shivji, Muscat, on
Thursday 24 December 1998, 4
Ramadhaan 1419.

Marhum Gulamali Suleman Datoo,
Peterborough, on Tuesday 22 Decem-
ber 1998, 2 Ramadhaan 1419 A H.
Marhuma Rukaiya Yousuf
Ebrahim Moledina of Bombay on
Tuesday 22 December 1998, 2
Ramadhaan 1419 A.H.

Marhuma Fatema Mohamed Tagqi
(Taqi Teacher) Mullaa Abdul
Hussein - New York on Saturday 5
December, 1998, 15 Shabaan 1419
A.H.

Marhum Abbas Gulamali Jaffer -
Dar-es-Salaam on Monday 2 1 Decem-
ber, 1998, 01 Ramadhan 1419 A H.
Marhum Mohamed A. Ebrahim -
Dar-es-Salaam on Monday 14
December, 1998, 24 Shabaan 1419
A.H,

Marhum Alhaj Alimohamed Jaffer
Sharif Dewji - Mombasa on Monday
14th December, 1998 - 24 Shabaan
1419 A.H.

Marhum Haji Akberali Gulam
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husein Mohamedali Dharsi
(Salsabil) - Dar-es-Salaam on
Saturday 12th December, 1998 - 22
Shabaan 1419 A.H.

Marhuma Khatijabai Alimohamed
Al Shaibany - Dubai on Friday 4th
December, 1998, 14 Shabaan 1419
AH.

Marhuma Khatijabai Alimohamed
Al Shaibany - Dubai on Friday 4th
December, 1998, 14 Shabaan 1419
AH.

Marhum Mohamedraza
Mohamedhussein Zainul Abedeen -
Dar-es-Salaam on Tuesday 1
December, 1998, 11 Shabaan 1419
AH.

Marhuma Ruksanabai Mustafa
Kanani - Dar-es-Salaam on Tuesday
1 Dec 1998, 11 Shabaan 1419 A H.
Marhuma Lailabai Zulfikar
Shermohamed - Arusha on
Wednesday 25 November 1998, 05
Shabaan 1419 A.H.

Marhum Sadik Mohamedtaki
Hasham - Dar-es-Salaam on Sunday
22 November 1998, 02 Shabaan 1419
A.H.

Marhuma Aminabai A, Mulla - Dar-
es-Salaam on Saturday 21 November
1998, 01 Shabaan 1419 A H.
Marhuma Zainabbai Hassanali
Gulamali - Dar-es-Salaam on
Thursday 19 November 1998, 29
Rajab 1419 A H.

Marhum Hassanali Gulamali Dewiji
- Dar-es-Salaam on Wednesday 18
November 1998, 28 Rajab 1419 A.H.
Marhum Kassim Hassan Kassamali
Nasser - Kampala on Saturday 14
November 1998, 24 Rajab 1419 A.H.
Marhum Hussain Ali Bhojani,
Karachi on Monday 16 November
1998, 26 Rajab 1419 A H.

Marhum Anverali Pirbhai Kanani
- Toronto on Thursday 12 November
1998, 22 Rajab 1419 A H.
Marhuma Kubrabai Sherali
Rajabali Mavani - Peterborough on
Wednesday 11 November 1998, 21
Rajab 1419 A H.

Marhum Ali Rattansi - Dar-es-
Salaam on Saturday 07 November
1998, 17 Rajab 1419 A.H.
Marhuma Lailabai Barkat Sheriff
Khimji - Mwanza on Wednesday 04
November 1998, 14 Rajab 1419 A.H.
Marhuma Sakinabai Alihussein
Hassan Bhanji - Karachi on Friday 30
October 1998, 9 Rajab 1419 A.H.

Marhuma Shirinbai Hussein
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Kermalli - Dar-es-Salaam on Friday
30 October 1998, 9 Rajab 1419 A H.
Marhum Atif Jaffer Tejani -
Romania on Sunday 25 October 1998,
4 Rajab 1419 A H.

Marhum Syed Haider Syed Abdul
Mutalib - Dar-es-Salaam on Friday 16
October 1998, 24 Jamadil Aakhar
1419 AH.

Marhuma Rahila Jaffer Jamal -
Karachi - Pakistan on Thursday 15
October 1998, 23 Jamadil Aakhar
1419 A.H.

Marhum Mahmud Kassamali
Dhalla - Dar-es-Salaam on Thursday
15 October 1998, 23 Jamadil Aakhar
1419 A H.

Marhuma Marziabai
Ahmedhussein Khimji - Belgium on
Tuesday 13 October 1998, 21 Jamadil
Aakhar 1419 A.H.

Marhum Abdulrasul
Gulammohamed Bhojani -
Gaborone, Botswana on Sunday 11
October 1998, 19 Jamadil Aakhar
1419 A H.

Marhum Yusufali Salehmohamed,
Karachi, Pakistan on Saturday 10
October 1998, 18 Jamadil Aakhar
1419 A H.

Marhuma Fatmabai Habib
Mohamed Rattansi, Dar-es-Salaam,
on Monday 28 September 1998, 06
Jamadil Aakhar 1419 A.H.
Marhuma Roshanbanbai
Fidahussein Rattansi, Dar-es-
Salaam, on Monday 28 September
1998, 06 Jamadil Aakhar 1419 A H.
Marhum Mohamed Husain Habib,
Seattle, on Sunday 27 September,
1998, Of Jamadil Aakhar 1419.
Marhum Aunali Chandoo, Dar-es-
Salaam, on Saturday 26 September
1998, 04 Jamadil Aakhar 1419 A.H.
Marhuma Shamim Naushad Haji,
Dar-es-Salaam, on Monday 21
September 1998, 29 Jamadil Awwal
1419.

Marhum Agha Syed Abdul Hussain
Shustari, Tehran, Iran, on Friday 18
September 1998, 26 Jamadil Awwal
1419 A.H.

Marhum Husein Hasham Ladha,
Peterborough, on Thursday 10
September 1998, 18 Jamadil Awwal
1419 A H.

Marhuma Rukiya Amir Walji, Dar-
es-Salaam, on Tuesday 8 September
1998, 16 Jamadil Awwal 1419 A.H.



P.0 BOX 2699, D’SALAAM, TANZANIA, TEL: 865777/ 865557/ 865931/ 865926
FAX :865556, e-mail: showmax@raha.com

ALUMINIUM - WINDOW, DOORS,OFFICE PARTITIONS, CASHIERS
OFFICES, CUBICLES, SHOPFRONTS, SKYLIGHTS & CURTAIN WALL.
LOUVERS, STAIRCASE RAILINGS AND STAIRCASE HANDRAILS AND|
ANY OTHER ARCHITECTURAL REQUIREMENT.

ALUMINIUM PROFILES FOR D.LY. (DO IT YOURSELF) EASY,
ECONOMICAL AND FAST WINDOWS DOORS THAT YOU CAN DO
IT ALL BY YOURSELVES.

GALSS: SINGLE, DOUBLE, LAMINATED, TOUGHENED IN TINTS,
REFLECTIVE CLEAR, OBSCURE, WIRED AND MANY OTHER BOARD
TAPES & OTHER PLASTER BOARD ACCCESSORIES.

GYPSUM & MINERAL SUSPENDED CEILINGS OF VARIOUS FINISHES
SUPPLIED ONLY OR SUPPLIED AND FIXED. GYPSUM BOARDS OF
VARIOUS THICKNESSES, BUILDING PLASTER, JOINING PLASTER,
GYPSUM TAPES, TRACKS AND STUDS, CORNICES & EVERYTHING
TO DO WITH GYPSUM.

VERTICAL & VENETIAN BLINDS IN FABRICS AND PLASTICS,
NUMEROUS COLOURS TO CHOOSE FROM.

MDF (MEDIUM FIBRE DENSITY) BOARDS, PLAIN, MELAMINE IN
VARIOUS FINISHES AS WELL AS VENEERED BOARDS IN
ROSEWOOD, BEECH AND VARIOUS OTHER FINISHES.

SHOP-DISPLAY SPECIALISTS SUCH AS DISPLAY COUNTERS,
SUPERMARKET SHELVES, BOUTIQUE STANDS, AND HANDERS,
SLATBOARDS, DISPLAY GRILLS AND ALL OTHER CUSTOM MADE

REQUIREMENTS.

OUR BUSINESS IS TO MAXIMUMISE
YOUR BUSINESS.
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Obituaries

INNA LILLAHI WA INNA
ILATHI RAAJIUN

MURABBI HAJI MULLA
ALIMOHAMED JAFFER
SHERIFF DEWJI OF

MOMBASA, KENYA

The late Murabbi Haji Mulla
Alimohamed JafTer Sheriff Dewji died
in Mombasa in the early hours of
Monday morning the 14th December,
1998 at the age of 87.

Marhum was born in Zanzibar and
later migrated to Kenya and then to
Tanzania and subsequently settled in
Mombasa Kenya. He was the founder
member of the Bilal Muslim Mission
(BMM) which was founded in Dec,
1965. He nurtured the BMM for 35
years and for the past two decades he
was actively involved in BMM
Secretariat and saw several branches
mushrooming in Kenya far and wide.
As a speaker he was very eloquent and
was also an able administrator . He
was based in Mombasa, Kisumu and
Arusha and was an active farmer in
Arusha. He is the uncle of the current
President of the World Federation,
Mulla Asgherali M.M. Jaffer.

He travelled very widely in India,
Pakistan and the Middle East
imparting religious knowledge. He had
the occasion to travel to Bhavnagar,
India along with his father, the late
Haji Mohamed Jaffer Sheriff when
they had detailed discussions with the
late Allama Haji Gulamali Naji in the
year 1938. Marhum was conversant
with several languages and the
Community has every reason to mourn
his death. The Community has been
deprived of an active missionary who
saw the Kenya Headquarters at
Mombasa built with his efforts and
courage besides generating income for
the BMM. Marhum was Vice
Chairman of the Africa Federation
during the time of the late Chairman
Marhum Mohamedali Meghji.

Marhum died peacefully in ICU where
he was admitted a couple of days ago.
Despite his ailing health during the last
days, he was very active and had bright
ideas. He was an active advisor to the
successive chairmen of the Federation
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INNA LILLAHI WA INNA ILAHI RAJIUN

THE CHAIRMAN OF MEHFIL-E-MURTAZA LATE
HUSSEIN 1. HAJI (SHENI) KARACHI

It was with profound shock and deep regret that the community heard of the
sudden demise of Haji Hussein 1. Haji (Sheni) the President of Mehfil-e-Murtaza
on Saturday 2nd January 1999 in Karachi.

Haji Hussein was a dedicated and selfless Community worker. Haji Hussein
was born in Dar-es-Salaam and spent his early school days in Dar-es-Salaam
until he left for Pakistan in the mid fifties.

We, at the Africa Federation are well aware of the various projects the Late
Haji Hussein was involved in including the establishment of Al-Murtaza School,
Mehfil-e-Murtaza Complex and Zainabiya Housing Scheme.

Haji Hussein during his visits to Africa had also given support on behalf of his
family to projects including Ebrahim Haji Hospital in Dar-es-Salaam.

His impeccable manner and personality will always be long remembered by all
who knew him.

Africa Federation conveys heartfelt condolences to Marhum’s family and
Mehfil-e-Murtaza on this great loss.

[t is our prayers that Allah (s.w.t.) grant him Maghferat and rest his soul in the
proximity of Chaharda Masumeen (a.s.) and grant all family members solace
to sustain this loss, Amen.

in the Tabligh Section and has also
edited several religious publications.

Marhum leaves behind an intellectual
family whose benefit the Community
has been able to reap.

The Africa Federation wishes to
express its condolences and deep

sympathies on behalf of all Jamaats in
Africa on this death.

It is our prayers that Allah (s.w.t.) grant
Marhum Maghferat and rest his soul
in the proximity of Chaharda
Masumeen (a.s.) and grant all family
members solace to sustain this loss,
Amen.

Lindi Jamaat braces for
further developments

The Lindi Jamaat recently acquired four plots behind the madressa on the eastern
side of the Imambara. The old houses on the plots have already been demolished
and the Jamaat under its Chairman, G.L. Manji now intends to build a wall
enclosing the four plots, similar to the wall on the front side. the front wall was
completed three years ago and it is intended that the rear wall will be erected
with a similar design.

The new plots have been acquired for possible future expansion of the recently
established nursery school which currently lacks a recreational ground for the
youths. It is estimated that the 90 metre wall will cost about Shs. 3.2 million
and while some former residents have pledged some funds, the Jamaat needs
additional finance to bridge the gap. The Lindi Jamaat is of prominent
significance in the history of our community in Tanzania and Africa and
mumineen are requested to support this cause by financing the small balance
required to complete the project.

As a matter of fact, to set the ball rolling, the Jamaat's Chairman, Gulambhai
Manji has donated his very own plot for this purpose. His plot is one of the four
acquired.
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Around Africa

Arusha.........in the eyes of
a NASIMCO Councillor

Al Haj Ally Hemani, Executive
Councillor of NASIMCO recently
visited Arusha, Tunzania. Herewith
is his report as presented by
NASIMCO.

"Though a small town, Arusha,
which is a border town with Kenya
and not a long distance from
Nairobi, portrays a typical town life
which is simple and full of
brotherhood. There are about 800
Khoja Shia Ithna asheri members
settled and though a small number,
they have made a great and
impressive impact upon the local
population and authorities.

In addition to the Mosque,
Imambada, Madrasa Complex,
Arusha has a Nursery and a primary
Schoaol, a hospital with various
essential departments which even
some larger centers in Tanzania
lack. The successful operating of
this hospital and managing it so
efficiently within a limited budget
is really commendable.

The Community has extended its
services beyond the community and
has daringly taken up the gigantic
project of renovating and extending
the Arusha Regional Hospital and
Mount Meru Hospital. This has been
possible under the present Chairman
of the Medical sub committee,
Ghulamhussein Mukhtar.

An lIslamic Library has also been
established in the city centre. This
library operates for long hours and
is benefiting a large population of
Dederation Samachan

indigenous residents. Regular video
programs are arranged during the
day which attracts many African
youths.

This method has been very effective
to impart Islamic and particularly Shia
faith amongst the locals. This can be
observed by the increasing number of
converts attending the Juma Prayers
at our mosque on Fridays. An African
Alim has been employed to serve the
people coming to the library.

I was informed that several villages
have converted to Shias in and around
Arusha Region. Ghulamhussein
Mulkhtar has donated his previous
residential unit where he supervises
the operating of a small Hawza. Here
various religious classes are organized
to cater for different categories of
people and ages. Some students who
take up religious education on full time
basis are also accommodated in the
premises.

I was very much moved to observe
these activities and propose to the
various Jamaats of North America to
at least keep up to date regarding Shia
Propagation projects going on in the
other parts of the world, and maybe
plan out strategies whereby we can
assist them financially or otherwise. |
also request members travelling on
holidays or business to visit Shia
centers and report to us for our
information and knowledge. As a
Muslim ummah we should at least be
in contact with them."
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HUJJATUL ISLAM

SAYYED MURTAZA

KASHMIRI VISITS
DAR

The Special Representative of our
Marja Ayatullah Al-Ozema As-Sayyid
Ali Al-Hussaini Seestani, Hujjatul
Islam Sayyed Murtaza Kashmiri paid
a visit to Dar-es-Salaam as a guest of
the Africa Federation from 8th
October, 1998.

The Supreme Council arranged for the
Sayyidna to visit Arusha and Zanzibar,
On his visit to Arusha he was
accompanied by Fidahussein Hameer
of the Bilal Muslim Mission, Dar es
Salaam and for the Zanzibar visit,
Seyyid Murtaza Akhtar Rizvi joined
him.

In Arusha he visited the Bilal Muslim
Mission’s Shia Centre consisting of the
Mosque, Nursing School, Adult
Classes and teachers’ quarters. The
Jamaat also arranged a tour of its
infrastructure consisting of the Jaffery
Primary and Secondary Schools and
the Hospital.

In Zanzibar, he visited both our
Mosques and Imambaras and
addressed the congregation. In Dar es
salaam he performed the Opening
Ceremony of Masjid-e-Amirul
Mo’minin Ali Bin Abitalib (a.s.) in
Magomeni Mapipa, an indigenous
Shia Mosque. He left on Thursday
15th October, 1998 to return to Dubai.

NAMPULA
(MOZAMBIQUE)
JAMAAT PLANS

MOSQUE
CONSTRUCTION

Our Jamaat in Nampula has obtained
a good plot on which it intends to build
a Mosque Complex which will be the
first such Shia Mosque in
Mozambique. Nampula Jamaat has
invited the Africa Federation to assist
in its development. Necessary
architectural plans were prepared by
Mohamed Sumar of Dar es Salaam
and insha’allah office bearers will
travel to Nampula to advise on and
initiate the construction.



Around Africa

Africa Federation denies World
Federation assertions on

normalisation of relationships

In an official circular, the Africa
Federation has expressed its
disagreement of delails provided by
the World Federation asserting that it
has engendered adequate efforts to
normalise its relationship with the
Africa Federation. The World
Federation Press Release has been
carried in the News from the Muslim
World section of this issue.

The Africa Statement released on 6
November, 1998 says: "The Report
presented to the World Federation
Executive Council Meeting held on
3rd October 1998 in Peterborough,
U.K. — as detailed in the subsequent
World Federation Press Release not
only misrepresents most of the facts
which have been touched upon, but has
also omitted to give due importance
to the material facts pertinent to the
dispute.

As the Report misleads and
misinforms on the willingness of
Africa Federation to resolve the
dispute against the continuing lack of
initiatives of any kind on the part of
World Federation leadership, we deem
it necessary to clarify the matter in the
right perspective to the World
Community.

Perhaps to quote one example in the
chain of mis-representation, which has
characterised the World Federation
report, is attributing wrongly to the
Karachi Jamaat the claim of “non-co-
operation” from the Africa Federation
for resolving the dispute. What was in
fact stated by the Jamaat in their letter
to the World Federation was the Africa
Federation’s  intended  non-
participation in the WF Executive
Council meeting. Of course, the
Jamaat has promptly protested to WF
over the inexplicable and yet serious
distortion and has asked for a
retraction.

Of course it is hardly possible for the
Africa Federation to resume
attendance or any degree of
participation in WF Executive Council
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meetings while the dispute is kept
unresolved. What is worse is that the
continuing indifference of the World
Federation President to the dispute
while his own conduct is central in the
dispute and also misleading reports to
disguise his indifference continue to
undermine the good will and trust of
Africa Federation.

The claim in the World Federation
Press Release that the WF Secretary
General had visited Dar-es-Salaam
with the mission of “normalising the
relation” is very surprising. Prior to his
arrival and during his stay in Dar-es-
Salaam, the Secretary General
categorically stated to the Vice
Chairman of Africa Federation that his
visit was private and he did not carry
any mandate from the World
Federation or its President. He never
requested for any meeting with the
Africa Federation Chairman or its
Office Bearers to discuss the matter
of reconciliation. As a courtesy, he was
invited to the Secretariat for tea in the
presence of all Office Bearers where
he never initiated any matter
pertaining to reconciliation.

The Africa Federation continues to
maintain that the series of irregularities
knowingly committed by Alhaj Mulla
Asgherali M.M. Jaffer in his capacity
as Chairman despite the protestation
of Africa Federation delegation in
conducting the Extra Ordinary
Conference of 7th June, 1997 were
serious because they influenced
unfairly the decision over such an
important and the only agendum as an
amendment to the Constitution and
that too of a Trust Organisation.

If there is no intention to admit that
the irregularities were committed and
ensure to our satisfaction that such
irregularities will not be repeated, then
the only alternative open to the parties
in dispute is to refer the irregularities
to an independent, impartial,
competent and recognised authority or
body for guidance and enlightenment
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so that the dispute is immediately
resolved with assured justice in the long
term interest of our world organization,

It will not be out of place to mention
here that the leadership weakness
which gave rise suddenly to wanting
the deletion of Clause 20:1 in the
Constitution and the consequent
irregularities to achieve this which are
now the subject of dispute could
hardlv have shown their effect in the
first place if the World Federation
leadership had honoured with full
sincerity the important Resolution of
the previous Conference about
restructuring the World Federation
with a reformulation of a sustainable
constitution.

There were also detailed comments of
the Africa Federation, as requested by
World Federation leadership over the
report of the Three-man Commission
in 1989. The serious weaknesses
pointed out by Africa Federation could
have been contained in time if the
purpose for which the Commission was
formed had been followed to its finality.

As we may be aware, the last
Conference of the AF has endorsed a
broad guidance to the AF leadership
for pursuing resolution of the dispute,
for such is the intention and its
sincerity. But then these have to be
matched likewise by those of the
office-bearers of the WF.

Finally we continue to be pressed with
the suggestion that Africa Federation
and its delegation accept Mulla
Saheb’s apology for the foul language
he chose to use at the Extra-Ordinary
Conference on 7th June, 1997 and
again at immediate subsequent
Executive Council meeting London,
U.K. at the same venue.

An apology at the next Executive
Council meeting will be most befitting,
as it will recreate the atmosphere of
goodwill and trust as a catalyst to
resolve the dispute much sooner to the
satisfaction of all parties."
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* The Madrassatu Ahil Bayt (A.S.)
Lil-Ulumil
Examinations were held in November,
1998; 47 students appeared for the
examinations.

Islamiya  Annual

* PUBLICATIONS:

New Books Published include:

I. Day of Judgement: (Revised and
Annotated edition): By Allamah
Sayvid Saeed Akhtar Rizvi, pages 119
r iv, 2000 copies, multicoloured title.
2. The charter of Rights: Eng.
translation of the 4th Imam (A.S.)’s
Risalatu ‘l-huquq, with detailed
preface and Annotation. By Allamah
Sayyid Saeed Akhtar Rizvi, 40 pages,
2-colour Title page, 2000 copies.
3. Meaning and Origin of Shi’ism:
By Allamah Sayyid Saeced Akhtar
Rizvi, § pages, 2000 copies.

4. Tagiyah Ni Nini: Tr. of Allamah
Rizvi’s book “Taqiyah”,
Tr. by Dr. Mohammed S. Kanju, 33
pages, 2000 copies.

5. Muhimu wa Qur’ani; Tr. of Allama
Rizvi’s book “The Qur’an: Its
Protection from Alteration”;
Tr. by Sheikh Dhikiri U.M. Kiondo,
33 pages, 2000 copies.

6. Maana na Chanzo cha Ushia: Tr, of
Allamah Rizvi’s book (see No.3
above), Tr. by Dr. Mohammed S.
Kanju, 12 pages, 2000 copies.

* New Books under Print:

7. In Defence of Islamic Laws: Four
memorandums on matrimonial and
succession laws and Hijab, submitted
to the governments of Kenya and
Tanzania. By Allamah Sayyid Saeed
Akhtar Rizvi; 52 pages, 2-colour Title
page, 2000 copies.

8. Your Questions Answered, Vol. VII;
replies to 96 burning questions, by
Allamah Sayyid Saeed Akhtar Rizvi,
76 + vi pages, multi-coloured
Title, 2000 copies.

9. Onto the Right Path: Various articles
of new coverts, edited and updated
by Allamah Sayyid Saeed Akhtar
Rizvi, 34 pages, 2000 copies.

10. Swali la Sheikh Abdallah Saleh
Farsi na Jibu la Imam Muhammad
Hussein Kashiful Ghitaa, Tr. by
Sheikh Ramadhan Idrisa Kwezi, 14
pages, 2000 copies.

11. Kwa nini nyimbo zimeharamishwa,
Fedenation Samachar

News from the Bilal Muslini Missibh Desk

24 pages, 2000 copies.

Book Reprints:

During the year, 28 books were
reprinted (3 of them, 2000 copies
each; the rest 1000 copies each).

* NEW CENTRES & POSTINGS:

1. Kasulu District: Brother Hassanali
Fazal is taking keen interest in Tabligh
activities in Kasulu town and district.
He has established a Bilal Mission’s
branch there and a management
committee has also been formed under
him.

He has a plan to build a mosque there
for which cement blocks have been
prepared. Inshallah work on this new
mosque will start soon.

Kalela (Dist. Kasulu): This is one of
our oldest branches. Now we have
requested brother Hassanali Fazal to
take it under Kasulu branch, which he
has agreed to.

2. Namanga: Bwana Ali H. Sheriff,
Chairman, Bilal, Arusha has appointed
Sh. Ramadhan Ibrahim as Sheikh
there. We have donors to build a
mosque and bring water to the place.
This area has vast potentials and, Insha
Allah, we shall soon see good results.
3. Itigi: This town has more than fitty
Shi’as, thanks to the efforts of an
ex-students of this Mission. He came
to us with a request to build a mosque
and madrasa there. After consultation
with, and cooperation of, Zeenatali
Dewji of Singida, the Mission agreed
to treat it as a proper
branch. The mosque is under
construction, for which Ahlul Bayt
(A.S.) Assembly of Tanzania
(ABATA) has donated Shs. 700,000/-
and the rest is being paid by Zeenatali
Dewiji.

4. Tabata: The new mosque is now
complete. A Sheikh has been posted
there but even before the complettion
of the mosque, the local Muslims
celebrated Milad in it. Our Sheikh and
students participated fully with them.
An amplifier and sound system was
lent to them. Our Sheikhs are happy
with the support and feelings of
brotherhood of the local Muslims.

5. Newala: This branch, which was
closed years ago, has been revived on
the request of Haji Mohamed Dhirani,

Chairman of the Supreme Council.
G

Sheikh Saidi Mahmood has been
appointed as Sheikh. He has started
his duties well. There are 50 students
in the newly established madressa; and
an Adult class has been opened.

6. Arusha Centre: Four more class
rooms are available now, and it is
planned to increase the students intake
in Madresa, Nursery and Primary
school in 1999.

* TABLIGHI TOURS:
Morogoro/Kilosa: Following the
request by some students of
Agriculturel University at Morogoro
and some students in Kilosa Schools,
Dr. Mohamed Kanju, Chairman of'the
Shi’a Centre, Mkumbara, visited both
Morogoro and Kilosa, where he met
the concerned students and gave them
the necessary books.

University Students insist that we
should station a Sheikh at
Morogoro as they are keen to know
more about Shi’ism. Options are being
considered on whether we should
station a Sheikh there or should one
of our sheikhs visit there once a month
staying there for 3/4 days. It all
depends on availability of donors.

Machame (Moshi); Our Maalim
Yusuf, visited Machame area and
found that Shi’ism is not known there
while Ansarus-Sunna are very active.
He gave them books and explained the
importance of Shi’ism. He has
requested us to send a Muballigh to
the area regularly.

Gongoni Prison (Bagamoyo): Sheikh
Ramadhan Kwezi, Sheikh Ali Omar,
and Brother Magbul Murji
participated in a Milad. Sound system
was arranged by us.

* In Dar es Salaam, Hujjatul Islam

Syed Murtaza Kashmiri visited both
our offices and Temeke Centre and
expressed his satisfaction. Haji
Fidahusein Abdallah Hameer then
joined Sayyid Kashmiri in his trip to
Arusha where he was impressed with
the work at the Shi’a Centre and gave
some Tohfa to the staff. Sayyid
Murtaza Akhtar Rizvi then joined
Sayyid Kashmiri to Zanzibar where
they met Quwwat and Hujjat Jamaat
office bearers, visited both mosques
and Husainiyas and recited majlis at
Mehfile Bibi Fatema (a.s.).
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OPEN DAY
A SUCCESS

On 17th October students of Al-
Muntazir Islamic Seminary and Al-
Muntazir Commercial Training Centre
were hosts to about 500 ladies, most
of them mothers of the students of
these two institutions.

Projects made during the year in
various subjects were on display.
Ladies were requested to visit the labs
and library to see for themselves the
students’ work and the facilities the
Seminary offers its students.

A stage progamme was also prepared
by the girls of the two institutions to
entertain the ladies. This comprised
dramas in English and Kiswahili,
recitation of poems in English and
Qasida. The performance on stage was
much appreciated by the audience. All
in all the “Open Day” was a great
success and the efforts put in by all
concerned were worthwhile.

MEDICAL/EYE
CAMPS A
SUCCESS IN
ZANZIBAR

A team under Bilal Muslim Mission,
Arusha carried out medical/eye mobile
camps at Uroa and Paje in Zanzibar
from 20th to 23rd August, 1998. The
team included volunteers of doctors,
eye specialists and workers from
Arusha and Dar es Salaam,

In Uroa, 125 and in Paje, 140 eye
patients were examined out of whom
235 were provided with spectacles, 25
were to have cataract surgery and 35
were referred to Mnazi Moja Hospital,
Zanzibar. 36 in Uroa and 131 medical
patients in Paje were treated for
various ailments.

The doctor-in-charge was Dr. Mohsin
Sheriff and Eye Specialists were Akil
Lalji, Rizwan Peera and Najaf Dhalla,
Along with them were eight
volunteers. Clothes and Qur’an were
also distributed and a letter of
appreciation has been received from
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Jamaats reminded to settle
their Samachar dues and
to appoint correspondents

..many Jamaats still in arrears

Most of the Jamaats have responded poorly to a circular sent to them on 29
October, 1998 calling for the appointment of correspondents who can forward
news, views, photographs etc for this magazine and the Africa Federation Web
Page on the Internet. The correspondents are also expected to assist in obtain-
ing adverts for the Samachar from their respective Jamaat. The appointment is
to be for a period of three years ending in the year 2001.

In the same circular, an emphatic response was made to all Jamaats to send in
valuable information pertaining to their own Jamaat so that the information
could be made available on the internet to surfers around the world. The details
sought included :

1. Current office bearers

2. Explicit address details (physical, telephone, fax, e-mail)
3. Sub-committee members

4. Photograph of the Chairman

5. Brief history of the Jamaat

6. Newsflash (current projects or relevant information)

In today’s world, high tech communication has brought into our homes
information within no time. In line with this, the Africa Federation Web Site on
the Internet provides regularly updated information on Community affairs to
our members in Africa and to the Community worldwide. Additionally the
Federation Samachar enjoys extensive readership worldwide and is also widely
read on the Internet.

The success of the quarterly Federation Samachar and the AF Web page relies
not only on the Editorial Board or the Internet team but also on the support
availed by the Community by way of adverts, news, opinions and articles. The
Federation Samachar is now printed on an all-glossy format and its editorial
Board has now embarked on being self-financing. Hence it has adopted a
commercial approach, not to make profits but to cover production and mailing
costs. The reponse from advertisers out of Dar es Salaam has however been
poor.

In the same October circular, Jamaats were also advised to promptly settle
outstanding subscriptions and advertising dues. Each Jamaat was called upon
to ensure that dues for copies sent are remitted expediently to the Secretariat.
Advertisers too have been requested to settle their arrears and to avoid the
inclination of waiting to be reminded for settlements. To date many Jamaats
have not yet paid for the Samachar copies sent to them.

The Federation Sumachar and Internet Web Page can only become more vi-
brant if we all join hands in supporting it. This magazine is one medium which
brings us all together — even though we live miles apart.

with the Chairman of Kuwwat
Jamaat, Mohamed Raza Hassan
arranged for accommodation and
transport. Messrs Pharmacy and
Pharmed Ltd of Dar es Salaam
donated medicines.

the Committee of villages served.

Air transport was provided by
Precision Air at half rate and Messrs
Sea Express provided free sea

transport. Naushad Suleiman along
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Current office-bearers at the helm of
the Africa Federation

e — e ——

Name: Mohamed G.M. Dhirani (Chairman)

Qualification: Accounting Diploma

Profession: Managing Director of Forem Litho Printers Ltd.

Past Community or other social service: served in various capacities in the
Jamat and Federation, Was the President of Dar es Salaam Jamat for four terms,
the Chairman of the Education Board of the Supreme Council for two terms
and the Chairman of the Africa Federation for three terms. Also served as one
of the editors of the Federation Samachar during the Chairmanship of Mulla
Asherali M.M. Jaffer,

Family details (children etc.): Wife, two sons and two daughters.

Name: Mohammed Hassanali Pirbhai (Vice Chairman)

Qualifications: B.S.c. (ENG). M.L.C.E. Chartered Civil Engineer

Profession: Director, Design Partnership Ltd.

Past Community or other social service:- Vice Chairman of'the Africa Federation
for the previous term.

Family details: Wife and 3 daughters

Sports involvement (if any): Cricket, Tennis and Swimming

Name: Asger Jafferali Dhanji (Hon. Secretary)

Qualification: BSc (Economics) Lon.

Past Community or other social service:- Hon. Secretary of the Africa Federation
for the previous term.

Profession: Managing Director, Waljis Travel Bureau Ltd. / M.D. Motors Ltd.
Family details: Married with three children

Sports: Golf and Swimming

Name: Mazahair M. Dhirani (Hon. Assistant Secretary)

Qualification: (MBA) with Concentration in Financial Management.
Bachelor of Commerce (B.Com) with major in Advanced Accounting and
Auditing

Profession: Head of Finance and Administration, German Development Co-
operation (GTZ), Dar es Salaam, Tanzania

Interests include reading, swimming, sports, travelling and social work.

Name: Ahmed Hussein Alloo (Hon. Treasurer)

Qualification: Completed foundation Exams of the Association of Certified
Accountants (ACCA)

Past Community or other social service: In1973/4 he served as assistant secretary
of the Ithnaasheri Union and between 1978 and 1985 he served three more
times in the same capacity and once was the Asst. Hon. Secretary of Union
Sports Club. Also served as Hon. Asst. Treasurer in the previous term.
Family details (children etc.): Married with a son and daughter.

Sports involvement (if any): loves cricket and has played for Union Sports
Club for a number of seasons. Has also umpired many matches organised by
the Dar es Salaam Cricket Association (DCA).

Name: Murtaza G. Habib (Hon. Asst. Treasurer)

Qualifications: A Fellow Member of the Association of Chartered Certified
Accountants. Managing Partner of Sadmur & Partners, a firm of Certified Public
Accountants in Public Practice for nearly 9 years.

Other positions in the Council are: ex officio member of Setwel Board and
Education Board.
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Name: Roshanali Abdulla Fazal (Chairman of Settlement and Welfare
Board - SETWEL)

Qualifications: Holding Diploma in Food Manufacturing

Occupation: Director of various companies, manufacturing ‘Ladies Sanitary
Towels’ and Warehouse business.

Past Community or other social service: Served Bukoba Jamat from 1955 to
1973 in various Committees. Served Dar es Salaam Jamaat from 1974 to 1995
as a Member of the Managing Committee and served as Chairman for various
Committees from 1965 until 1989, Thereafter, until todate served as Nominated
Councilor and chairing various committees.

Family Status: Married and father of one daughter, two sons and grandfather
of six children.

Name: Mohamed Ali Nathoo (Chairman, Sports Council)

Qualifications: AIA Intermediate

Occupation: [n business

Past Community or other social service: Served Ithnaasheri Union and Union
Sports for the past 28 years in different positions.

Sports Involvement: Active sportsman, who excelled in cricket and volleyball.
Played and captained Union Sports for many years. Also played for and even
led the Tanzania national cricket team on four occasions. While he was the
captain in the 1984 quadrangular, Tanzania won the quadrangular after 16 years.
Won the Supreme Council ‘Abul Fazl Trophy® in 1975.

Name: Aunali Khalfan (Chairman, Central Health Board)

Qualification: Secondary Education

Profession: Aviation Business Manager, BP Tanzania Limited

Family: Married with three boys

Past service: Founding member of the Ithna-asheri Union Volunteer Corps
(IUVC) in 1976, a body for which he subsequently served in various capacities.
Was the Hon. General Secretary of Ithna-asheri Union for many years. In 1990
was elected Management Committee member of Dar es Salaam Jamaat and
headed the Education and health portfolios for two year terms. Serving as
Chairman of the Central Health Board (CHB) since April, 1995. Organised the
first Medical Convention in Dar es Salaam in March, 1997.

Name: Ramzanali M. Nanji (Chairman, Bilal Muslim Mission, Kenya)
Qualification: Businessman

Business or working Capacity: Businessman

Past Community or other Social service: Chairman Nairobi Jaffery Academy
Trustee: Shia Asna Asheri Jamat and Supreme Council

&

Name: Munir Hassanali Daya (Editor, Federation Samachar)
Qualification: Diploma in Journalism and Accounting. Completed ACA
Foundation.

Profession: Managing Director, Rentokil Initial Limited and Marketing Rep.
for Detia Degesch. Free-lance columnist for various newspapers.

Family details: Married with two boys.

Past Community or other social service: Served as Samachar Editor for about
6 years. On the Editorial Board for over 12 years. Past Squash Secretary, Dar
Gymkhana Club and Past Squash Captain, Union Sports Club.

Sports: Squash and Swimming. Represented Tanzania in squash for six years
and captained Union Sports to three consecutive Supreme Council squash
championship wins. Also won the Supreme Council Singles squash title.

Advisors: Mohamed Ahmed Hassam, Mohamed Yusufali Somji and Naushad Dhanji.
Trustees: Yusuf G. Datoo (Mombasa), Gulamabbas Mohamedali Janmohamed (Dar es Salaam), Habib
P. Virani (Dar es Salaam), Ramzan M. Nanji (Nairobi), Dr. Asgher Moledina (Kampala), Ebrahim Kassam

(Kampala).

Missing pictures: Asgher H. Manji (Education Board), Pyarali Shivji (Bilal Muslim Mission, Tanza-
nia), Abbas Jaffar (Chairman, Tabligh Committee).

Fedenation Samackan

47



Around Africa

Nakuru Summer Camp 98’
a success....

Following the success of Nakuru 95'
and Nakuru 96' for the boys, and the
success of the Nairobi 96' for the girls,
Nakuru 98' for the boys and Nairobi
98' for the girls was organised in
December last year. No camps were
held in 1997 due to the then political
uncertainty in Kenya. Traditionally
both the Nakuru and Nairobi Camps
are organised by the Tabligh Sub-
committee of Shia Ithna-asheri Jamaat
of Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania.

The Nakuru Summer Camp 98’ for the
boys spanned over two weeks. Arusha
and Nairobi were the two transit points
on the way to and back from Nakuru.
This year's camp was held in the first
two weeks of December 50 as to finish
just before the advent of Ramadhan.

The full-time and part-time instructors
were carefully selected by the
organisers to impart a broad
specialists' spectrum of curriculum,
topics, styles, knowledge and cross-
culture experiences to the campers.
The medium of instruction was
English.The instructors were:

1 Maulana Sayyid MuhammedZaki
Bagri - from Toronto.

2 Shaikh Bwana Ali Sheriff — from
Arusha.

3 Shaikh Maalim Dr Murtaza Alidina
- from Qum.

4 Shaikh Hasnain Rajabali - from New
York.

5 Dr Mahmood Datoo — from London.
6 Shaikh Mulabba - from Dar-es-
Salaam.

7 Dr Mohsin Shariff - from DSM.

8 Murtaza Jaffer - from Nairobi.

9 Mustafa Ali Sheriff - from Arusha.

A total of 87 boys aged from 13-20
years from across 11 East African
Jamaats attended the Camp:
Dar-es-Salaam 37

Nairobi 21
Tanga 7
Arusha 6
Morogoro 4
Mombasa 3
Mwanza 2
Kampala 2
Nakuru 2

Fedenation Samachar

veeeee HOWIthstanding
the buffalo incident

Dodoma 2

Lindi 1

The boys were grouped into five
camps, roughly according to their ages
and abilities. In order to encourage
cross-country exchange of cultures,
care was taken to ensure that each
group did not have a bias of boys from
any particular country/area.

There were a total of 9 formal sessions
of instructions during the day. The
sessions were interspread with breaks
for Namaz, sports, meals, rest and
refreshments. A spectrum of religious
and academic topics were
incorporated into the curriculum of the
formal sessions.

The religious topics covered were:
Quran recitation and commentary;
[slamic beliefs, manners, ideology,
personalities and history;
jurisprudence; death and Hereafter;
sexual morality.

The medical talks focused on the issue
of AIDS - the dangers of this killer

. disease and its mode of transmissions;

sexual morality - sexual behaviour and
its consequences on our physical,
mental and psychological well-being.

Other topics covered were: Khoja
community affairs; public speaking
techniques - theory and practice; study
skills (for the senior campers only);
careers guidance. There were also
sessions on quizzes, dramas, debates
and sports activities.
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There were five outdoor outing
sessions during the fortnight. The first
was a coach tour of the wildlife in the
Nakuru Game Park. The second was
an evening trip to the Nakuru town
mosque and participating in the
Aamals for the 15th Shaban. The third
was a visit to Baringo Reserve Park to
see the world famous flock of
flamingoes and the boiling water
gushes from the cracks of the Rift
Valley. The fourth was an afternoon
trip to Nakuru town for shopping and
sight-seeing. The fifth was an
overnight camping trip to the Nakuru
Game Park lodge.

On the penultimate night, overnight
camping had been organised at the
Nakuru Game Park Lodge. Everything
went fine till the following morning.
After Namaz and Namaz talk, the
group was admiring the rise of dawn,
well within the safe boundary of the
lodge, as marked by the Game Park
markings. Suddenly a lone buffalo was
sighted and perhaps with the shouting
of the boys, the buffalo panicked and
charged. The Park ranger believed that
the lone buffalo strayed from its herd,
and the shouting caused it to charge.
The group started running towards the
safety of the indoor dormitories. Dr
Shiraz Datoo, pushed a boy away from
the path of the charging buffalo, but
was hit by the shoulder of the buffalo,
propelling him a few feet into the sky.
He landed on his knees, thereby
(continued on page 49)
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instantly dislocating and fracturing his
hip joint. Maalim Mahboob Somji
dislocated his wrist joint in the
stampede.

Dr Shiraz was rushed to the Nakuru
Town hospital, and after examination
there, he was transported via a Flying
Doctor service to Nairobi Agha-Khan
hospital for surgery. He is now
recovering in Dar es Salaam. The
Nakuru and Nairobi Jamaat officials
were of great help towards ensuring a
quick and comfortable recovery of Dr
Shiraz.

During his stay in the hospital in
Nairobi, Dr. Shiraz had several
meetings and sessions with various
volunteers and other members
organising and planning for the
Nakuru Summer Camp 1999. No, the
tragedy did not vanquish the spirit!

The Achievements

So, was the Camp just an excuse for a
holiday? Or did something really
useful come out of it? Judging entirely
from the honest responses of the
student campers, one is left in no doubt
what-so-ever that the Nakuru Camp
has been a resounding success. The
instructors could visibly see and
heartily feel the changes in the boys
as the days passed by - interest in all
activities was increasing daily - by the
end of the camp stay, nobody wanted
to leave!!

The intention of the Camp was never
to produce Ayatullahs or Aalims or
boys intensively taught in religious
education. What it partly wanted to
achieve was a reinforcement of habits
of a lifestyle of good Islamic practices.
What was required is to raise an
awareness of religious issues, refresh
on Islamic history and laws, reflect on
our Akhlaq etiquette - with the result
that we leave Nakuru more
enlightened in these aspects,
physically and spiritually - initial
assessments from students indicate this
has been so.

The Camp planned to expose the boys
from different social, educational,
family and cultural backgrounds into
a common unit and learn how to live,
tolerate, respect and love each other -
this it has achieved in leaping bounds
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- the parting tears of the boys and the
instructors bear testimony to that.

The camp aimed to instil self reliance,
both physically and emotionally, when
one is away from the constraints of
parents and family - the Camp excelled
in this objective. Yes, all felt homesick
in the early days, it was but natural -
some admitted, some didn’t. But the
warmth of the company soon melted
the homesickness away. And of
course, there was the experience of
doing your own cleaning, washing,
ironing and clearing the tables!

The Camp hoped for a development
of self discipline and confidence -
there was ample opportunity to
practice this during the fortnight’s stay.
Timings had to be observed, notes had
to be made, brief reports had to be
submitted, criticisms had to be made
and accepted, sports had to be played,
prayers had to be said on time, duas
and Quran had to be recited, public
speaking had to be practised, personal
hygiene had to be observed, facilities
had to be shared, conflicting views of
others had to be accommodated,
humility had to be practised, tempers
had to be cooled, modesty had to be
exercised, pride had to be abandoned,
and much more. The behaviour of the
students, as observed by the instructors
and fellow students, bear witness that
every camper genuinely tried and
succeeded tremendously, in
developing these disciplines - it is
hoped though that this will continue
well after Nakuru.

Nakuru Summer Camp 1999
Based on the successes and the
experiences of the past three Nakuru
and two Nairobi camps, the Tabligh
Sub-committee of DSM Jamaat, with
the support of the Trustees of Rasul-
al Akram Academy of Nakuru is
planning, God Willing, to hold the
fourth Nakuru Summer Camp 1999
towards the end of the year.

The Rasul-al Akram Academy in
Nakuru has almost completed a new
development of twin school facilities
next to the present site. The sites are
fully and completely separate and self-
contained (each complex is
surrounded by its own walls). It is
intended, again after consultation, to
hold both the Boys and the Girls

49

camps in Nakuru in their respective
separate complexes. This will have
tremendous advantages in the
unification of administration, usage of
instructors and cutting down on
common costs.

The Experiences...first hand!
"The feel of the ccece...old tap water
during Wudhoo still sends shivers
down our spine."

"The queue for the toilets and
ablutions in the morning has to be
seen to be believed."

"The gentle and the not-so-gentle
awakening by the Instructors is
unforgettable."

"The Destiny to have brought us
together in Nakuru 98 is simply
mysterious."

"The “Soap Box” fear will never
leave us - who invented it in the first
place?"

"The daily workout in the morning
in the sleepy mode seems like a
miracle."

"The good natured banter of the
campers is simply original and
Nakurian."

"The awakening in the freeeezing
cold in the morning is an experience."
"The games and sports that we play
together are just pleasurable."
"The bond of brotherhood, day by
day, is simply undetectable.”
"The night of parting breaks our
hearts beyond any healing."
"The knowledge that we gained is
beyond our expectation.”

"The companionship that we formed to!
The hearty talks that we confided to!
The brotherhood that we bonded to!
The good times that we enjoyed to!
The happy days that we passed to!
The knowledge that we gained to!
The parting tears that we shed to!
The friends that we endeared to!
The mimicry that we warmed to!
The food that we gobbled-up to!
The Shairis that we praised to!
The games that we played to!
The jokes that we laughed to!"

"Alas! It seems just like yesterday,
only vesterday, only yesterday ......"
"Destiny may yet bring us together
again!"

"Please, please, and please, more of
Nalkuru, Nakuru, and Nakuru.
Nakuru is now an Institution in
itself."
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A COMMUNITY
INSURANCE COMPANY
IS LAUNCHED

With the liberalisation of the insurance sector in Tanzania,
JIBA (Tanzania) took the initiative to enter the insurance
field. This initiative gave birth to “Reliance Insurance
Company (Tanzania) Limited”, which has been licenced
by the Commissioner of Insurance to undertake all types
of general insurance business.

The paid up capital of Reliance is T.Shs. 600m. In order to
provide security to its clients, Reliance has entered into re-
insurance treaties with various world-renowned re-insurers
under the lead of Munich Reinsurance Co. of Germany.

To ensure quick and efficient service to clients, Reliance
has also installed one of the most sophisticated insurance
software, which will enable the company to quicken
insurance of policies.

The company has an internationally well-known
personality, Anverali M. Rajpar (pictured) as its Chairman
and an insurance veteran as its Managing Director.
Community members are welcome to discuss their
insurance requirements with Reliance.

Anverali Rajpar, Managing Director
of the new Insurance Company

AHLE BAIT (A.S.) PROPAGATION ORGANISATION
REWARDS WINNERS OF ESSAY COMPETITION

The  AHLE  BAIT (A.S)
PROPAGATION ORGANISATION
recently organised an Essay
Competition on “The Importance of
the event of Karbala in Islam™. To
reward the participants and winners of
the competition, a prize giving
ceremony was organised by the
Organisation at the Yusuf Ali Hall,
[Chadafi Square, Port Louis.

The programme started with the
recitation of verses of the Holy Qur’an
by the students of Madrassa Madinatul
Ilm whose President is Raza Hussain
Kassamally Esmael who is also the

Raza Hussain Kassamally Esmail, President of Ahle Bait (A.S.) Propagation
Organisation awards the winner, Dr. Amode Khan Taher. On the left is Secretary,
Shabbir Husein Rajani. Partly hidden is Husain Haji Ismail Maklai.

President of the Ahle Bait (A.S)
Propagation Organisation. The
students of the Madrassa also recited
Naats in praise of our Holy Prophet
Hazrat Mohammad Mustapha
(A.S.W). Husain Haji Ismail Maklai,
a very active member of the
Organisation recited a Qaseeda in
praise of Imam Husain (A.S.).

The programme was presided by
Shabbir Husein Rajani, the Secretary
of the Organisation. In his speech,
Shabbir stressed on the role of the two
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great personalities of Islam, namely
Hazrat Mohammad Mustapha
(S.A.W.) who brought Islam and Imam
Husain (A.S.) who saved Islam from
the hands of Yazid. Shabbir also
talked on the importance of Namaz
and the Holy Qur’an. He said that the
habit of praying Namaz and reading
the Holy Qur’an should be inculcated
in the minds of the children since their
very early age.

Participants and winners of the
competition were then rewarded. Dr.
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Amode Khan Taher won the first
prize and obtained a return Air
Ticket, Mauritius-Reunion from the
President, Raza Husain Kassamally
Esmael. Shabbir Rajani awarded
the runner-up of the competition,
Mrs. Aisha Oozer. Goolam Husein
Kassamally Esmael, the Assistant
Secretary and Husain Haji Ismail
Maklai awarded the other
participants. The programme was
attended by parents and friends of
the participants. Refreshments were
served after the programme.



Around Africa

Mombasa Jaffery Academy enjoys
another year of achievement and....

The Jaffery Academy of Mombasa has
for the third consecutive year notched
an excellent performance by its stu-
dents for the GCE Ordinary Level
Examinations. Zahid Jagani and Aly
Nasser shattered past records by ob-
taining A's in eight subjects while
Jagdish Roopra and Zainab
Gulamhussein scored 6 A's. Six other
students scored 5 A's.

Commenting on the results, the head-

mistress of the Academy, Mrs.
Zubeida Khan attributed the excellent
performance to her dedicated staff
along with the enthusiasim showed by
the students. She also praised the in-
volvement of some of the parents in
the success of their children and was
also thankful to the K.S.1. Education
Board whose Chairman is Igbal
Sunderji.

When speaking at the school's Gradu-
ation ceremony last year, Sunderji sug-
gested the formation of an old students'
association so that ex-students could
keep in touch with their alma meter.
He expressed joy on the fact that the
school has the best equipped Careers
resource Centre, Information technol-
ogy Centre, a well equipped library
and audi-video hall along with all
major sports facilities. The Academy
also has its own website on the
Internet. The school now has plans to
offer A.B.E., ACCA and computer
courses

Last year the school secured first po-
sition on the Inter Schools Oratory
Competition. The school has also ex-
celled at the National level in French,
essay writing and in swimming.

At the advanced level, the pioneer
group also performed very well in the
London GCE Examinations held in
June last year. Miss Fatema Rhemtulla
scored 3 A's and a B in these exami-
nations and was recipent of'a Floating
Shield and trophy donated by
Masumali Meghji. Other students who
did well in the A' Levels were,
Huseinali Z. Habib (A,A,B), Tahera
Sunderji (A,A.B) and Gulamraza A.
Datoo (A,A,D).
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Mohamed Zahid Jagani (left) and Ali Nasser (right), joint recipients of
a Floating Shield donated by Masumali Meghji being presented their
award by Maulana Sayed Reyaz Akbar Abedi.

....wins the Mombasa Inter-
Schools Cricket tournament

The Mombasa Jaffery Academy won the Coast Inter-Schools Cricket tourna-
ment sponsored by Superior Electrical and General Services Limited.

Jaffery Academy beat Oswal Academy in the finals by seven wickets to lift the

title. The man of the match was Deepesh Chudasama of Jaffery Academy who
was also named the best batsman of the tournament. Jaffery's Sajjad Kanji was
abjudged the best bowler because he took the most number of wickets in the
tournament,

The picture of the winners shows (standing left to right), Mohamedmehdi

Dungersi, Deepesh Chudasama, Muntazir Jamal, Hussein Mukhtar, Shanabbas
Merali, Imran Nasser, Shakir Nazerali and Abbas A.P.

Sitiing from left to right are Zahirabbas Walji, Mr. Karume (sports teacher)
and Zameer Panju (Captain). Kneeling from left to right are: Sajjad Kanji and
Aunali Khaku.
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You don't need a magician.....

...for stationery that works wonders.
Contact us for all your stationery needs
and we'll make you experience the magic.

Masumin Printways & Stationers Limited
Jamhuri Street, P.O. Box 20073.
Tel: 117358, 117090.
Fax: 117357
E-Mail: sanapp@cats-net.com
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MOSQUE COMPLEX OPENED
AT TAMATAVO, MADAGASCAR

Allroads led to Tamatavo, the port city
of Madagascar for the Opening
Ceremony of'tailor-made Mosque cum
Imambara/ Madressa/ Musafirkhana
and Alim flat’s complex in a three
storey building on Thursday 27th
August, 1998 which was the night of
the Wiladat of Janabe Zainab (a.s.) on
5th J. Awwal 1419.

About 300 brothers and sisters of our
Community travelled from all parts of
Madagascar to Tamatavo to attend the
colourful inauguration ceremony
which was jointly performed by
Hujjatul Islam Sayyed Murtaza
Kashmiri and the Chairman of the
Africa Federation, Mohamedbhai
G.M. Dhirani.

The city’s other Muslim dignitaries as
well as Muslim dignitaries of the
Reunion Island also attended the
function and their representatives
spoke on the occasion to congratulate
the Jamaat and specially the Chairman
of our Regional Council, Moejiz
Khamis with whose efforts and
financial support the project was
accomplished.

The complete complex comprising
three-storey structure with a golden
dome and two minarets was financed
by the family of Khamis Sumar.

The Chairman of the Federation spoke
on the occasion and congratulated the
family members of the Khamis Sumar
for their generosity. He then dwelt
upon the religious and social needs of
our Community and gave report of the
deliberations of the last Conference of
April 98.

On behalf of the Africa Federation, he
awarded Husseini Medal to Moejiz
Mohamed-Hassan Khamis Sumar,
Chairman of the Regional Council for
his exemplary contribution towards
our Community.

The Chairman ofthe Africa Federation
was accompanied by Sultan Jethabhai,
Gulamabbas Khaku from Mombasa
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Africa Federation Chairman, Mohamed Dhirani officially opens the
Tamatavo Mosque. Seen on his right are Hujjatul Islam Sayyid Murtaza
Kashmiri and Sultan Jethabhai. On his left is the Chairman of
Madagascar Regional Council, Moejiz Khamis Sumar.
and Gulamabbas Khimji from Nairobi. ~congratulated our Community and

said that this beautiful building had
The Mayor of the city of Tamatavo enhanced its city and had already
alsospoke on the occasion and Proved to be a tourist attraction.

Samachar to be launched
in North America

During a meeting held in Toronto on 28 November, 1998 plans were laid out
for the launching of a North American Edition of the Federation Samachar.

The objective of printing a special North American Edition is to save the very
high postage costs for despatching copies to North America from Dar es Sa-
laam. Printing in North America would also boost circulation as copies would
be made available to readers promptly.

During the meeting it was tentatively agreed that between 800-1000 copies
would be printed in Toronto, the distribution of which would be handled by
NASIMCO with pertinent costs being debited to the Africa Federation. The
cost for publication and postage within North America by NASIMCO would
be financed by advertisers and income from sales. It is planned to sell copies at
a nominal price of $1 per copy.

The meeting was organised by the Editor of Federation Samachar, Munir Daya
along with Bagir Alloo who Chaired the session, Gulam Sajan (NASIMCO
President) and Nazmul Damji (JIBA Secretary). Shabbir Mohamed (Editor,
Toronto Jaffari News) was present as an observer.

At the time of going to press, printing modalities were being worked out for
launching the North American Edition of this issue. The response from adver-
tisers has been tremendous and the enthusiasm of NASIMCO and our North
American team has been commendable.
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moonwalk to get..

....2 Hyundai.

Hyundai cars offer contemporary
styling, state of the art technology,
unmatched comforts...that is why 10 million

buyers world-wide have chosen it.

Check in for the latest models and
attractive prices

F.K. MOTORS LIMITED

P.O. Box 6385, Pugu Road, Dar es Salaam
Tel: 255 51 863920, 865684, 865798
Fax: 255 51 865686/865796
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Dar Union Complex untaps sporting

ap

talents and bridges the

There has never been a Ramadhan in Dar es Salaam as the one just gone by.
Ladies who previously were limited to their homes while their husbands re-
wrned late from the Mosque or from outings with friends. this time had an
avenue for recreation. Similarly families which had nowhere to go but to the
Oyster Bay beach also had a different avenue. This new avenue [or recreation
was the Union Sports Complex which now also houses the former Korean
Cultural Centre.

The Jamaat did not shelve priorities. Each night activities at the Sports Com-
plex only began after Qurankhani, duas, speeches or majalis were completed at
the Mosque. The irony is that on the few big occasion nights when the Sports
Complex was closed, the attendance at the Mosque was high because people
opted to come to the Mosque instead of just staying at home.

For the ladies, never have they been exposed to various out door activities of
this type. The newly formed organizing Commitee to oversee the I-estival com-
prised of Mrs Masuma Dhanji, Chair Person, Shamim Kermali, Shama Dewji
and Anar Janmohamed all of Ithna-asheri Union Ladies Section (IUL S) and
Mrs. Jenny Rashid and Gully Sherali of the Ladies Management Committee.
All worked hand in hand with the Chairman of Union Sports Club, Raza Virjee
and Ain Shariff along with scores of [thna-asheri Union volunteers.

Sub committees were also formed to assist in arrangements and supervising
the games. The organizing Commitee had in mind ladies and gents of all ages
when planing the sports schedule and surely males and females from 11 years
to 84 years participated. The sports played included badminton, basketball,
tabletennis, soccer, cricket, carrum and scrabble. There were abundant entries
for all the sports activities with a lot of disappointments for those who could
not get an opportunity to participate.

For the elderly, the walking track around the soccer ground was a healthy rec-
reation, The walking track is used by our community brothers and sisters (in
strict hijab) for health walks. In Ramadhan the track was not accessible to
women at night but many men of all ages used this track for their daily exer-
cise. Some took 10 rounds others less or more but in the end they did justice to
their own bodies which Islam has highlv recommended. What a difference
between them and those who opt for their confortable home sofas to watch
others in action while they physically depreciate!

The different tournaments attracted over 200 participants, The children were
on the heeis of their parents to take them to the Complex early and when their
teams lost, some even cried as il the World Cup had just slipped their fingers.
That was the spirit because they came to fight for victory but yet gallantly lost,
Not all can win but those who [ight to win are always better than those who
only opt to look at others fight to win.

There were over 300 to 600 ladies attending the Complex cach night. There
was a special Child Care section to cater for children while their mothers en-
joved their games. Many onlookers cheered the participants.
Catering was well organized and to boost the tempo, talk shows . block buster
competitions and mushairas were held during week ends and on holidays.

The Complex has rejuvenated the hidden talent among our
members. Its success speaks for itself and the litmus test is crystal clear from
the visible enthusiasm and interest along with overbooking for participation
for the activities in the Complex. The Complex has helped bridee the genera-
tion gap in the community. Probably somcthing more can be done here for the
elderly. Probably we can have a senivr vioup and see how 2 63 year old bowls
to a 72 year old. Well done Dar ¢s & lawn Jamaat. Well done Union Sports

Club.
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NEWS TIT-BITS

SUPREME COUNCIL GANJONI
PROPERTY - MOMBASA

Work was well in progress for
building an additional floor consisting
of'two flats on the Supreme Councii's
Ganjoni Property. This and the
renovation of the whole building and
digging of a bore-well was scheduled
for completion by the end of last year.

There will be six flats for renting and
our Community members especially
those residing in Mombasa, who wish
to rent a flat are requested to contact
Supreme Council Trustee , Yusufbhai
Datoo.

BILAL MUSLIM MISSION -
SHIA CENTRE ARUSHA
The construction work for the
remaining four classrooms and the
ladies hall of the Shia Centre has been
completed. We pray that Allah (s.w.t.)
may reward Gulamali [smail Virjee
who has availed his great co-operation
to complete this Shia Centre. The last
phase of construction work has
enabled the Centre to have eight class-
rooms on the ground floor and two
halls on the upper floor with a separate

staircase on either side.

BILAL MUSLIM MISSION’S
PARTICIPATION IN NATIONAL
7th BOOK WEEK FESTIVAL.

The 7th National Book Festival was
held from 14th to 21st September at
the Arnatoglou Hall, Dar-es-Salaam in
which 38 foreign and local publishers
participated.

This year’s theme was “Reading is
Progress”. Bilal Muslim Mission, Dsm
exhibited 96 titles and correspondence
courses both in English and Kiswahili.
Also about 125 various titles from
D’Salaam  Jamaat’s  Tabligh
Committee were exhibited.

About 50 people enrolled with
Masomo ya Kiislamu courses and 30
copies of Mission’s book “Prophet
Yunus A.S.” translated by Marhum
Haji Ahmed Hussein Sheriff were
presented to the Fair organisers for
awarding the children who took part
in the Reading Competition during the
Exhibition. More than 200 people
visited Mission’s pavilion daily.
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THE NOBLE QURAN IS A GUIDANCE
FOR ALL MANKIND

BY ANISA A. MANJI, DAR ES SALAAM

“Do they not then earnestly seek to
understand the Qur’an, or are their
hearts locked up by them?”.

(Holy Qur’an, chapter 47 verse 24)

The Holy Qur’an is Al-kitab or the
Book which provides full and clear
answers both of the style and of the
deep knowledge and pure truth which
is being unfolded everyday.

The fascinating features of the Holy
Qur’an is its miracles which are not
yet exhausted and that it answers time,
distance and history as well as
scientific discoveries that created the
differences in the world and yet shows
the way for a continuous unity or
religion like the unity of man, though
split into nations and tribes.

But how did the origin of the Holy
Qur’an begin? The origin ofthe Holy
book is as old as man himself for
having proclaimed the unity of God,
religion and mankind, the Holy Qur’an
gives spiritually elating and rational
assurance, not only to Muslims but to
the entire humanity that whoever
submits his whole self to Allah and is
a doer of good, he will get his reward
with the Lord on such shall be no fear,
nor shall they grieve.

The fact is that prophets are no more
than man. Their role has been to
deliver the relations of Allah (s.w.t.),
as received, for the guidance of
mankind. Naturally, if the religion is
for man to follow and practice then its
exponent and exemplar cannot be any
other than man and that is why in
Meraj the Ascent of the Prophet
Mohamed, peace be on him, to Heaven
and in the very presence of Allah,
Allah made the Prophet a living
witness to the signs of Allah embodied
in the Qur’an, life after death, heaven
and hell so that mankind may not
forsake Allah on the Day of Requital,
but keep up religious practices. The
Holy Qur’an is a living and enduring
miracle of Islam, the only scripture that
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is unique in its originality. The Qur’an
is not such as can be produced by other
than Allah and Muslims five
fundamental principals stipulate that
there is no god but Allah and worship
is due to Allah only.

There is no deed for symbols, images
or idols and are never to be deemed in
the fold of the Islamic world. The
Holy Qur’an was revealed to the
Prophet of Islam in the blessed month
of Ramadhan, the month of fasting,
prayer and purification.

The fact remains true that the Holy
Qur’an is not a Book of oral revelation
passing only from mouth to mouth for
generations, Itisa“Book” essentially
and not by accident, unlike the sacred
literature or a collection literature
grown and composed at different
periods by different hands reflecting
history of their times. It is a Book
inspired by the Almighty with each
and every word of it being the word
of God Himself, in its original perfect
purity. It is a Book in which nothing
is doubtful but everything absolutely
true and strictly accurate, not
changeable like human knowledge.

The Holy Qur’an is a guidance for all
mankind showing the right way to right
beliefs and right conduct.

The guidance as to the purpose of life
and creation, to be dependable on the
Divine guidance of Allah as
experience of mankind through history
is that human knowledge has
limitations, is changeable and
therefore cannot lay down a way of
life comprising of faith, beliefs and
practices or universal standard of
conduct for mankind.

The fact that man is a thinking being
is not a warranty that he will think right
to a right guidance or an acquisition
of knowledge is not a guarantee that it
will be used beneficially. Ifreason and
knowledge were enough for true
guidance then men possessing these

56

would not show such opposing traits
as tyranny and benevolence,
cowardice and bravery, miserly and
charitable nor would they fall into
ways that degrade mankind. While the
race is now on in full swing for quest
of knowledge, the Holy Qur’an has
many passages where it appeals to men
of knowledge and understanding to
observe His signs in exploring nature
and to learn therefrom “It is He who
maketh the stars (as beacons) for you.
that you may guide vourselves. with
their help through the dark spaces of
land and sea: We detail our signs for
people who know." (Quran Chapter 6
Verse 97).

Man is contentious and human
advance in knowledge and civilisation
has made him more so. He feels self
sufficient, capable to cope with life and
all its problems on his own, without
the need or submission to the Divine
guidance. But inspite of human
advances, on reflection human society
shows that man is the enemy of man,
he is the cause of hunger on one hand
and burning of surplus food on the
other hand, he is the cause of
enrichment as well as impoverishment,
of'enlightenment as well as ignorance
Can such a state prevail if mankind
were to truly submit to Allah?

Apart from ameliorating the material
condition of mankind the joy, the relief
and the peace that comes to man,
whoever and whatever he may be, in
submission to Islam is immeasurable.

The Holy Qur’an does not underrate
the power of reason and knowledge
but maintains that these can best serve
and be beneficial when governed by
fear of Allah.

“And among His signs in this thou sees
the earth barren and desolate, but when
we send down rain to it, it is stirred to
life and yields increase. Truly, He who

(continued on page 57)



Religion
(...from page 56)

gives life to the (dead) earth can surely
give life to (men) who are dead. For
he has power over all things." (Holy
Qur’an 41:39).

The fact is that the Holy Qur’an is not
such as can be produced by other than
Allah, on the contrary it is a
confirmation of (revelations) that went
before it, and fuller explanation of the
Book wherein there is no doubt from
the Lord of the worlds and Allah says
that it is a book which has been
revealed in order that the mightiest can
lead mankind out of the depth of
darkness into lightness. True, indeed,
the noble Qur’an has remained a book
complete in itselfand brings the proof
within itself as a true guidance for all
mankind and it is a book of God,
containing the truth for every word of
itis the word of Allah concerned with
truth, guidance and warning to
mankind.

It therefore vividly describes the bliss
of heaven, peace, purity and pleasant
company as reward to all doers of
cood and punishment to all wrong
doers in hell wherein they suffer
incapable of harming others, an
important point to note, as in this
world.

Islam is a simple religion of simple
practices. Its fundamentals, beliefand
worship of Allah (God only), prayers,
fasting, charity and pilgrimage to
Mecca build the mind and develop
such character as can help steer a
righteous course in the midst of trial
and temptations, sorrows and joys in
life.

Life of faith is made easy or difficult
by the way a man leads his life and
social influences that surround him. In
the present materialistic tendencies life
of faith is hard to live but harder the
task, the greater is the sense of
achievement and more is the need to
fulfil religions obligations by
understand the guidance of the Holy
Qur’an.

All who strike for a righteous life can
succeed with the help of the Qur’an,
patience and perseverance that comes
with blessing as it clearly states, “No
burden do we place on any soul but
that which it can bear “(Chapter 15,
verse 49).
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WHEN YOU
LOOK
AT ME

What do you see when you look at me?

Do you see someone limited,

Or someone tree?

All some people can do is look and stare

Simply because they can’t see my hair

Others think I’m controlled and uneducated

They think | am limited and unliberated

They are so thankful that they are not me

Because they would like to remain free

Well, free isn’t exactly the word | would’ve used
Describing women who are cheated on and abused
They think that i do not have opinion or voice
They think that being hooded isn’t my choice
They think that the hood makes me look caged
That my husband or dad are totally outraged

All they can do is look at me and fear

And in my eye there is a tear

Not because I have been stared at or made fun of
But because people are ignoring the One up above
On the Day of Judgment they will be the fools
Because they are too ashamed to play by their own rules
Maybe the guys won’t think I’'m a cutie

But atleast I'm filled with more inner beauty

See, I have declined from being a guy’s toy
Because I won’t let myself controlled by a boy
Real men are able to appreciate my mind

And aren’t busy looking at my behind

Hooded girls are the ones really helping

The Muslim cause

The role that we play definatley deserves applause
[ will be recognized because I am smart and bright
And because some people are inspired by my sight
The smart ones are attracted by my tranquility

In the back of their minds they wish they were me
We have the strength to do what is right

Even if it means putting up a life long fight

You see, we are not controlled by a mini skirt And tight shirt

We arc given respect and never treated like dirt

So you see, we are the ones

Who are really free and and liberated

We arc not the ones sexually terrorized & violated
We arc the ones that are free and pure

We are Iree of STDs that have no cure

So when people ask you how you feel about the hood
Just sum it up and say, “Baby, it’s ALL good!”
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Women

Indian woman in burqa
receives UN Award

Until recently, most residents of even
Kurnool town, barely 30km away, had
not heard of Kalva village in India.
Now people all over the world have
heard of tiny Kalva because the
sarpanch, Hamida Bi, and her band of
poor., illiterate village women have
brought the village to their notice.
Hamida Bi won the United Nations
Development Programme’s Race
Against Poverty Award. She went to
New York to receive the award from
UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan. *“[
never dreamt of going to America,”
says Fatima Bi, who until a few years
ago could not speak in public and had
never stepped out of her home with-
out the permission of her family.

Kalva villagers are jubilant about the
international recognition. And Fatima
Bi, shares their elation: “This award
is not for me alone. It is a recognition
of the work all the women of this vil-
lage have done. It is a matter of pride
for everybody.”

Kalva’s new international status is the
happy end of a story which began in
1995 when Fatima Bi became a
sarpanch. This story has two heroines:

FFatima Bi, who helped the women of .

Kalva fight for political empower-
ment, and Zubaida Bi, who helped
them fight for economic and social
emancipation. First, let us consider
Hamida Bi.

When Hamida Bi became sarpanch, it
was the beginning of'a new work cul-
ture and a new era for the village. The
Kalva women lived in a society where
the menfolk thought of them as fool-
ish baikuan. They did not know the
shakti of their women. Just as Syed
Mohiuddin Basha did not know the
depth of strength in his wife, Hamida
Bi.

He could not foresee in 1995 how his
wife would change the society they
lived in, or understand what she was
capable of. When the post of sarpanch
in Kalva was declared reserved for
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women, no one in this predominantly
Muslim village of 3,000 people was
prepared to let his burga-clad wife or
sister go out into the open. Finally
Syed Mohiuddin Basha gave in to
pressure from other villagers and
agreed to the candidature of his wife.

Thus housewife Hamida became
sarpanch, locally called the President.
“It was very difficult to come out of
the house,” she recalls now. “The men
in the village told my husband ‘Let her
contest, then you can do whatever has
to be done.’

He agreed. He told me, ‘There is no
need to go out, you sign the papers, |
will take care of the work.” I agreed.”
That’s how it was for a year: the
sarpanch stayed indoors and her hus-
band managed the village. Then the
atmosphere in the village changed.
Hamida Bi continues: “The women es-
pecially taunted me saying they had
not got me elected to sit at home. 1 did
not know anything. I had never seen a
meeting, or even an official. I did not
know what a development officer was.
what a collector was. 1 did not know
what to tell these officials if | met
them. [ was frightened.”

One day the district collector visited
Kalva and insisted he wanted to meet
the sarpanch, not her husband. Hamida
Bi was forced out: “I could manage
with all my cfforts to only say
Assalaam aleikum.” The collector re-
plied, “Waleikum salaam.” End of
meeting, The veiled lady would not
talk.

When Fatima Bi told UNDP project
director Vijaybharti about her fears,
Vijaybharti told her, “Come out, start
working, your fears will vanish.” As a
matter of fact she could do so without
flouting Islamic rules,

She then attended training sessions and
at only the first session, the new
Hamida Bi pulled up officials who had
not yet given her the grampanchayat
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records; “How can [ work without the
village records?” she asked them an-
grily. Officials scurried to set the
records before her.

She then called a meeting of the vil-
fage women and taunted them: ~You
put me on top of a tree making prom-
ises that if I am elected vou will help
me. So come and join hands with me.”
This was a new experience for the
women. No man in power had ever
asked them to come out and do any-
thing for the village or its develop-
ment. They responded to Hamida Bi.

The women together took up pubiic
work — and in the process they
changed their lives, and the lives of
their families. Their sarpanch and the
women first took up the repair of the
village water tank. Water connections
and taps were provided in homes.

Then the women took up other jobs.
Roads were laid, simple dams were
built, a new school building con-
structed and the old school building
repaired. District administration offi-
cials were impressed.

The Kalva men still did not take their
women seriously. That is until the
women tackled their biggest job, by
themselves. Under a chief minister
development programme, the women
decided to dig a Skm irrigation drain
to clear and irrigate 500 acres of fal-
low land for paddy cultivation. The
work was estimated to cost Rs 2 lakh.
Under the programme, the women had
to raise Rs 30.000. They did, through
self-help groups. and the government
sanctioned the work.

The women however found the gov-
ernment to be more forthcoming than
their menfolk. Even as more than 100
women armed with sickles, crowbars,
woodcutters, spades and baskets
worked for a week cutting down

thorny bushes, clearing land, digging

=
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a path for the water to irrigate the 500
acres, the men sat watching them.

Worse, the men poked fun at the
women: “Yeh baikuan kaam karteen?
Yeh sarpanch baiku kate, yeh baikuan
kam karte kate?” (These women will
work? Ha! This woman sarpanch and
these women, how will they work?)”

“Even if we asked for help, the men
said you started it, you finish it,” re-
calls Zubaid Bi, who was also part of
the workgang.

Rains stopped the project, but the land
did become cultivable and paddy cul-
tivation benefited 600 villagers.

Kalva is a beautifully located village,
green hillocks on one side, sprawling
fields and coconut trees orchard on the
other, Kalva means a rivulet, and what
gives this name to the village is an en-
chanting spring some kilometres from
the village, which brings water to
Kalva and other surrounding villages.
This spring of water flows with equal
intensity all 12 months of the year and
so copiously that the people of the area
use it not only for drinking, bathing,
washing clothes and other household
requirements but also for irrigating
fields.

The Kalva women have added to the
natural advantages with civic advan-
tages. Kalva is a study in contrast from
the neighbouring Hussainapuram vil-
lage, which one must cross to reach
Kalva.

Kalva has clean cement roads, the
lanes and bylanes are paved with
stone, free from slush and mud even
in the rains. Hussainapuram’s roads
are slushy, and rainwater stagnates.
Kalva has taps and borewells, the
houses are pucca with secure roofs of
tiles or asbestos sheets. Though most
villagers are small farmers or farm-
hands, most houses have electricity
connections, television and cable
channels. The sarpanch even has a
telephone in her three-room house in
the middle of the village. Even the
people of Hussainapuram honour her.
“She is going to America,” says
Shantamma of Hussainapuram. “We
are very happy about it.”
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The sarpanch herself is transformed.
The thirty-something illiterate mother
of three schoolboy sons who lives in a
joint family now talks confidently with
officials and other outsiders, includ-
ing UNDP and NGO representatives.
She is comfortable with terms like mi-
cro planning and internal financing,
She receives a stream of visitors in-
cluding legislators, letters from all
parts of the state, specially from the
sarpanches of other villages.

She feels strongly about political cor-
ruption and political duty: “If we eat
three times, we should at least provide
two meals to the poor. What is the use
if we alone eat and lead a comfortable
life? I have not come to politics to earn
money. People may use politics to
build bungalows, make fortunes and
own fields and forests. The poor
should be served first. Agar hum
garibon ko dekhenge to Allah
humko dekhenge.”

Hamida Bi has not been a prophetess
without honour in her own home and
her own country: before she won the
UNDP award, she won the title of
Uttam Sarpanch, and received the
award — clad in her burqa — during
a parade on India's Independence Day
from Roads and Buildings Minister, S
V Subba Reddy.

Fatima Bi is the only woman in South
Asia to win this award. She is a suc-
cess story too for UNDP’s poverty al-
leviation programme (in SAARC
countries). Under this programme,
UNDP has allotted Rs 3.5 crore
through self-help women’s groups in
the three Andhra Pradesh districts.

Now the other heroine, Zubaida Bi. At
the time Fatima Bi was elected
sarpanch, Kalva had two small thrift
or Podupu Lakshmi groups, with small
savings. With a woman sarpanch at the
helm, within a year there were 40 thrift
and self-help groups with 300 women
members and Rs 2 lakh savings.

It was part of the UNDP programme
of social mobilisation to encourage
women to go in for thrift and mobilise
funds internally to attract additional
funding from various sources includ-
ing UNDP and the government. The
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performance of Kalva women was so
impressive that the UNDP decided to
make it the laboratory for its new and

ambitious  experiment, says
Vijaybharti.
Kalva’s Village Development

Organisation is run by a 430-women
committee of representatives of self-
help groups with Rs 20 lakh at its dis-
posal, including Rs 12 lakh seed capi-
tal from the UNDP, Rs 5 lakh from
the Rayala Seema Grameena Bank and
Rs 2 lakh from the Hyderabad-based
NGO, BASIX.

Zubaida Bi is joint secretary of the
organisation and recipient of the state
government award for social work.
Nearly 260 of the 300 members have
taken loans of Rs 5,000 to Rs 20,000
for goat and sheep rearing, small busi-
nesses, sericulture, etc. “A poor man
can’t even think of going to a bank
because he is asked for a thousand
papers and guarantees which we do
not have. We help ourselves from
our own resources,” says Zubaida Bi,
who is illiterate. The women’s group
has employed a graduate as accoun-
tant.

Their husbands beat up Zubaida Bi
and the other women when they
wanted to become active in the village.
“Today they are trying to emulate us.”
But the men’s group has only 19 mem-
bers. “Learn from us,” Zubaida Bi
taunts them.

The brave women of Kalva, imbued
with their spirit of self-help and self-
reliance, have started helping other vil-
lages. The Village Development
Organisation has decided to advance
a loan of Rs 25,000 to the
neighbouring Chintalapally village;
similar plans have been drawn up for
two other villages, Sagnala and
Bapanpally.

Fatima Bi is full of plans. A ring road
around Kalva village to connect it to
the bus stand is one. Another, a hospi-
tal for the village. Having taken a
plunge, Fatima Bi has no intention of
going back in to the four walls of her
house. With her veil she can confi-
dently handle issues, even outside her
house!



Health

THALASSAEMIA

(Also known as Cooley’s Anaemia or Mediterranean Anaemia)

Thalassaemia is a blood disorder. It is
important to understand the structure
and function of the blood before
Thalassaemia can be understood.

Blood

Blood is the red liquid being pumped
round by the heart. It is made up by a
yellow liquid called plasma and three
types of cells - white cells, platelets
and red cells.

The white cells defend the body
against infections. The platelets stops
blood loss when the body is cut. There
are many more red cells than white
cells. The red cells carry oxygen from
the lungs to the body tissues. They are
full of a red pigment called
haemoglobin.

Anaemia

If there are too few red cells or if there
is too little haemoglobin in them, then
the diagnosis of anaemia is made. It
simply means shortage of blood. If the
anaemia is mild it does no harm and
may not even be noticeable.

The commonest from of anaemia is
Iron deficiency anaemia which is due
to lack of Iron in the diet. It can be
cured by taking Iron medication.

Thalassaemia

Thalassaemia is quite different. It is
an inherited disorder and cannot be
cured by taking medicines. The red
cells are smaller here so the amount
of haemoglobin it carries is less. It
tnerefore carries less oxygen to the
body.

How is Thalassaemia Passed on

Every characteristic of the body is
controlled by ‘genes’ which is present
in every cell. There are always two
kinds of genes - one passed from the
mother and the other from the father.
Among many other genes there are
two genes present to control how
haemoglobin is made in the red blood
cells.
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People are categorised as normal when
they have two normal haemoglobin
genes from each parent.

Those who have one normal gene from
one parent and one altered or abnormal
gene from the other parent are healthy
because one gene is working well.
They are said to be healthy carriers of
Beta-Thalassaemia Trait. Since a gene
is inherited from each parent, at least
one parent must be a carrier. People
with Beta-Thalassaemia Major have
two altered haemoglobin genes, one
inherited from each parent, so both
their parents must be carriers.

*When both parents are normal - they
cannot possibly pass on Thalassaemia
Trait or Thalassaemia Major to their
children.

*When one parent has Thalassaemia
Trait and one is ‘normal’ - 50% of
children will be Thalassaemia carriers.

*When both parents are Beta
Thalassaemia carriers - they are a
‘couple at risk’ - 25% of children will
be normal, 50% will be Beta-
Thalassaemia carriers and 25% will
have Thalassaemia Major. It is
possible to test the foetus during
pregnancy to see if it has Thalassaemia
Major.

THALASSAEMIA MAJOR

In Thalassaemia Major, a child is quite
ill and anaemic. The haemoglobin
drops to less than 50% thereby making
the child look quite pale. The afflicted
often have a big spleen and they need
regular blood transfusion - often a unit
of blood every month.

If Thalassaemia Major is not treated,
the child becomes weaker and weaker
and even stops growing. The spleen
gets bigger and bigger, so the stomach
also gets big. The cheek bones and
bones of the forehead begin to bulge.
Death occurs if no treatment is given.
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TREATMENT OF
THALASSAEMIA MAJOR

1. Blood transfusion usually every
four weeks.

2. Surgical removal of the spleen.

3. Daily injection of a drug called
Desferal.

The ultimate cure for Thalassaemia
Major is bone marrow transplant. [t
involves a brother or sister donating
his or her bone marrow. The whole
procedure is extremely painful,

dangerous and expensive to the sum
of over £50,000

How Does Thalassaemia Affect Our
Community

In the UK, seven Jamaats were
screened (Birmingham, Essex,
Hyderi, Leeds, Peterborough,
Stanmore & Wessex) whereby the
number of people who attended the
screening programmes were 1253. Of
these, 964 had the Thalassaemia test.
Out of these, eleven people had blood
samples which were insufficient and
thus needed to repeat the test. Another
65 people were found to be too
anaemic to have the test (they need an
Iron supplement before repeating the
test). The number of people who had
a successful test was 888. Ofthese 805
were NOT affected by Thalassaemia
while 83 people were found with
Thalassaemia Trait.

IMPLICATION FOR OUR
COMMUNITY WORLD WIDE

These results suggest that over seven
out of 100 people in our community
are Thalassaemia trait carriers. If two
carriers marry, their children will have
a 25% chance of producing children
with Thalassaemia Major. This would
be a major disaster for them as well as
tor the affected child.

(continued on page 61)
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Recently, the Medical Advisory Board
(MAB) of the World Federation
received several children (patients)
from our community world-wide for
treatment of Thalassaemia Major.
Many have died. The treatment is
extremely painful and expensive.

IT 1§ THEREFDRE VMERY
IMPORTANT TO AVOID
MARRIAGE BETWEEN TWO
THALASSAEMIA CARRIERS.

Thalassaemia status can only be
ascertained by a blood test. It is
therefore recommended that all
intending brides and grooms should
undergo a Thalassaemia blood test
before getting married. It is also
recommended that Thalassaemia
screening should be carried out
throughout our community.

Since the likelihood of Thalassaemia
occurring in an extended family is
higher than average, cousin marriages
should also be avoided.

The following leaflets are available
free from the Medical Advisory Board
secretariat in Birmingham:-

1.Birmingham Sickle Cell &
Thalassaemia Centre Information
Booklet.

2.You could be a carrier of
Thalassaemia

3.Thalassaemia - English, Gujarati,
Hindi & Urdu.

4.All you need to know about Beta-
Thalassaemia Trait - English, Gujarati,
Hindi & Urdu.

5.What is Thalassaemia?

6.Alpha Thalassaemia
7.Tied for Life
Thalassaemia

8.Bone Marrow Transplantation for
Thalassaemia
9.Living and
Thalassaemia
10.Fathering Babies
11.Thalassaemics Adolescence and
Hormones

12.Gene Therapy for Thalassaemia
13.Cardiac Complications

14.Bone Marrow Transplantation
Fetal Blood '

because of

Coping  with
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Home Remedies

COUGH

THE air passages of the lungs are lined with cells secreting mucus,
which normally trap particles of dust. When the membranes get in-
fected and inflamed, the secretion of mucus increases and the lining of
the air passages is irritated. Coughing is the action by which excess
mucus is driven out.

A cough may be caused by inflammation of the larynx or the pharynx.
A cough can develop in the chest due to change in weather or seasonal
changes. The real cause of this disorder, however, is clogging of the
bronchial tubes with waste matter. The reason for higher incidence of
cough during cold weather is the habit of eating more of catarrh-form-
ing foods (white bread, meat, sugar, porridge, etc.) during this season
as also the habit of wearing extra garments which prevent proper aera-
tion of the skin.

TREATMENT:

Grapes are one of the most effective home remedies for the treatment
of'a cough. Grapes tone up the lungs and act as an expectorant, reliev-
ing a simple cold and cough in a couple of days. A cup of grape juice
mixed with a teaspoon of honey is advised for cough relief.

The use of raw onion is valuable in a cough. One teaspoon of onion
juice should be mixed with one teaspoon of honey and kept for four to
five hours. It will make an excellent cough syrup which can be taken
twice daily. Onions are also useful in removing phelgm. A medium-
sized onion should be crushed, the juice of lemon added to it and one
cup of boiling water poured on it. A teaspoon of honey can be added
for taste.

The root of the turmeric plant is useful in a dry cough. The root should
be roasted and powdered. This powder should be taken in 3 gm. doses
twice daily in the morning and evening,

Almonds are also useful for dry coughs. Seven kernels should be soaked
in water overnight and the brown skin removed. They should be ground
well to form a fine paste. A quantity of 20 grams each of butter and
sugar should then be added to the paste. This paste should be taken in
the morning and evening.

Footnote: For all persisteht diseases doctors need to be contacted for pro-
fessional advice.

15.Clinical Trials of Deferiprone
(L1)

16.UK Thalassaemia Register
17.Thalassaemia & Fears
18.Beta Thalassaemia Intermidia
19.Thalassaemia Historical
Background

20.Having Babies

21.Beta Thalassaemia

22 Haemoglobin H Disease
23.What is Thalassaemia
(Thalassaemia on-line)

Videos available from the MARB are:

1) Blood Ties - English
2) Why you need to know about
Thalassaemia - English & Gujarati

N
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Interview

AN INTERVIEW WITH SYED
AKHTAR RIZVI

Guest Correspondent Sakina Dewji interviewed
Syed Akhtar Rizvi in Birmingham, England in August, 1998.

Q. What do you suppose are the
basic challenging differences
between our communities living in
the East and those in the West?

A. Basically the communities of
the East, namely India, Pakistan
and East Africa have been
practicing religion for a long time
and religion is taken as a fact and
a basic thing. They don’t feel a
need to think over it. In the West
however, the Khoja’s and other
Muslims who migrated there were
confronted by an anti-Islamic
environment. This was a shock,
which made them more aware of a
need of religion. They thus have
hecome more committed to Islam.
However, the same cannot be said
about their children.

Even though the parents are trying
to maintain an Islamic
environment at home, the children
are exposed to not only anti-
Islamic but anti-religious culture,
more so in the United States than
in the United Kingdom. The sad
fact is, even the religious leaders
are succumbing to such a culture.
During the recent Anglican
Bishop’s Conference in London,
the hot topic of discussion was
based on the Issue of union
between homosexuals. The fact
that such a debate happened at all
shows that even religious
leaders are succumbing to such an
anti-religious culture.

In my lecture that I delivered in
California, I've emphasized the
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need for Muslims to cooperate
with Jews and Christians to uphold
religious values. That’s a challenge
for youths in the West.

Q. Keeping in mind what you’ve
just said, would you advise parents
in the East to send their children
to the West for higher education?

A. There is no cut-dried answer to
this question. There cannot be a
mathematical reply. The fact is that
education opportunities found in
the Western World cannot be
found in the East. In the West,
education is more thorough and
deep.

My advice to the parents would be
to keep certain points in mind
before they send their children
abroad. First of all, only some
Western countries should be
considered where the moral
standard is not so bad like the UK.
Places like Denmark are out of the
question. The most important
factor however 1s for parents to
make sure that their children are
fully aware of their background
and are truly aware of religion.
Their knowledge should not just
be limited to wajibats like namaaz
and roza but they should be made
to understand their religion in the
true sense whereby they should be
proud to be Muslims; such a
psychology would help them
counter the anti-religious culture
of the West.

Q. That is where the problem
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arises. The state of our
communities in the East is such
that they are no longer able to
produce such youths and
the standard of morality in our own
Eastern Communities is falling.
Where do you think are we going
wrong?

A. The tragedy is in the fact that
there are very few good people
serving the community. It’s not that
we don’t have good people, we do,
but they no longer want to serve
since they are not allowed to make
mistakes. If a person does nine
good things out of ten and one
mistake, it’s that one
mistake that gets noticed.

Q. How do we change this
situation? We the youths,
especially those in
the cyber-forum involving
Tanzanian youths abroad, often
discuss ways of improving our
community. What do you suppose
we need to do?

A. The problems have to be
addressed through the Jamaat
level. If you try to do
that outside the institution you will
be crushed. Get involved as
members and sub-committee
members to start with. Each person
should only get involved and
concentrate on one field. This way,
individually but through one's
Jamaat, one can bring about
change.

(continued on page 63)
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Q. Moving to a different subject
now, what are your views on
marriages between people of
different cultures (mixed
marriages)? (This was a hot
topic of debate during the
muarriage conference held in
Birmingham earlier this year).

A. | have seen some very
successful mixed marriages.
Basically there is a difference in
culture and background between
spouses in a mixed marriage but
then again. marriage is a give and
take arrangement. In an ideal
marriage, two people must learn
the thinking of each other. It cannot
be one way of change where one
partner has to change for another.
Both have to change to
accommodate each other’s
thinking. This is true for any
marriage. I think this choice should
be left to the partners themselves.
It is difficult to tackle the
community’s rejection of mixed
marriages but if the families are
in acceptance, nothing else should
matter. The choice is of the
partners.

Q. When it comes to the question
of choice of partners, arranged
marriages these days are based on
one look at the physical
appearance of a partner and other
superficial qualities such as
wealth, since it is impossible to
really know the values of a person
these days. Don’t you think, in
comparison, love marriages are
better since partners tend to know
each other a bit better?

A. In my experience, it is in love
marriages where the main
ingredients are beauty and wealth.
Love marriages also have a higher
rate of failure in our communities.
When searching for a life partner,
beauty is to come last in [slam. One
should search for such qualities as
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deen, morality and manners. There
have to be joint efforts by the
parents too in the choice of a life
partner for their children. The
Prophet (S.A.W.W) has said,
“Whoever marries for wealth or
for beauty is liable to lose both in
the end.”

Q. Islam has encouraged early
marriages but there is an increase
in teenage marriage failures. Your
comments please.

A. First of all, Islam has
encouraged early marriages for
girls but not for boys. The Prophet
(S.AW.W) and Imam Ali (A.S)
both married at the age of 25 years.
As for girls, Islam has encouraged,
but not made it wajib. It is upto
the families to decide if the girl is
matured enough in everyway to get
married.

Q. What do you think of Women
pursuing a serious career after
marriage?

A. For a child, maternal care and
supervision is the most important,
full time need. For more on the
subject, I’d advise you to read my
book, "The family life in Islam."

Q. Moving onto politics, your
comments on the recent bombing
of the American embassies in Dar
es Salaam and Nairobi.

A. These are anti-Islamic and in-
human acts. There was a
Palestinian youth who was asked
by his leader to commit suicide
with a bomb in an Israeli market.
He refused but wanted to know if
this was an Islamic Jihad. Such
youths are often misguided into
thinking that when they die they
would go to heaven. The truth is,
such an action is not only anti-
I[sraeli but is anti-Islamic and
against all human ethics. Islam
doesn’t allow one to attack men
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who are not fighting vou.

"The world is
not anti-Shia or
even anti-
Muslim. It is
pro-their own."

The bombs in Dar es Salaam
and Nairobi were aimed at a
public place thereby killing
many innocent people. This is
anti-Islamic and completely
unacceptable.

Q. Finally, considering the fact
that Muslims all over the world
are involved in a crisis, don’t
we have a higher purpose than
our own lives and if so, what
is our role?

A. The world is not anti-Shia
or even anti-Muslim. It is pro-
their own. The White House
wants everyone to toe their
line. If we do that, there will
be no crisis for us. I've been
asked this question before and
had said that if only an [ranian
President was to call an
American leader to become
friends, the world will love
Iran. Of course we cannot toe
their line. We have to follow
the truth, the good and not
bother much if they like us cr
not; that is the price we have

to pay.

Thank you very much for your
valuable time. I join all our
community members in wishing
you a speedy recovery and a long
life. God knows personalities like
you are a blessing in our
community. Ameen!
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ATFRINUINLLNDD UN ATUITINULAR

LEADER?

by Bashir A. Datoo, Ph.D., Princeton Jct., New Jersey

A president engages in an immoral,
reprehensible act. He seeks to conceal
his misdeeds by lying about them. The
truth, however, emerges after an
inquiry is launched into the affair. The
president is ultimately compelled by
the force of evidence to admit that, at
the very least, he misled the public.
Elected officials denounce the
president’s behavior and demand some
form of retribution. The public
acknowledges that the president’s
actions were unbecoming of the office,
yet continues to endorse him because
of his celebrated accomplishments.

The media decry the “disconnect”
between the public’s disapproval of his
actions and their approval of his
presidency, in other words, the
distinction that the public makes
between his moral character and his
political leadership. An erstwhile
politician who is also a literary figure
bemoans this phenomenon in a book
entitled “The Death of Outrage,” that
is, the failure of the public to express
outrage at the shameful conduct of
their leader.

The public has embraced an
unprincipled president because he is
a popular leader, to the chagrin of the
political elite. Yet it is ironic that, in
passing their verdict on the reign of
Imam Ali (AS), western scholars of
Islamic history known as
“orientalists,” have turned the tables
and criticize him for refusing to
compromise his principles for
expediency.

Background to the Accession
of Imam Ali (AS)

Before analyzing history’s judgment
of Imam Ali’s leadership, it is
important to first provide the
background to his assumption of
political office. The Seal of the
Prophets, Prophet Muhammad
(SAW), had proclaimed Imam Ali
(AS) as his successor at Dhul Asheera,
right at the start of his prophetic
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mission.

He installed him as his successor at
Ghadir-e-Khum, towards the end of
his life. Yet, on the demise of the
Prophet, Imam Ali’s rights were
denied. He painfully accepted the
status quo out of his concern for the
unity of the Islamic movement that was
yet in its infancy.

Within a little more than two decades
of the Prophet’s departure, the Muslim
ummah fell on bad times. There was
widespread disaffection and, when the
then khalifa, Uthman, would not heed
to the grievances of the populace, a
delegation from the provinces that was
in the capital to seek redress forced
their way into his palace. The khalifa
was killed in the melee that ensued.
Drained and disillusioned, the ummah
turned to Imam Ali (AS). He
reluctantly accepted the challenge to
bring the Islamic movement back on
track, to restore the leadership that
once the Prophet had provided.

Imam’s Model Leadership at the
Governmental Level

The circumstances of his accession to
power might have persuaded an
ordinary leader to be cautious. Despite
advice to the contrary, Imam Ali (AS)
set about to reform the institutions of

eovernment, and fo replace powerful
and corrupt officials with aptand pious
ones. These governmental officials,
from the khalifa’s clan of the
Umayyads, sought to resist the change
fearful that the influence that they had
enjoyed would now be undermined i
Imam Ali (AS) were successful in his
reforms. They thus raised a standard
of rebellion on the pretext that the
Imam had failed to punish the
murderers of the khalifa, even though
no witnesses had come forward to
identify any of the perpetrators. With
a view to distract and weaken him,
Imam Ali (AS) was forced to fight a
series of civil wars, with the Muslims
themselves, immediately upon his
accession.

Yet the Imam did not flinch when a
lesser leader might have. He
aggressively implemented his plans of
purging the government of unworthy
officials and of expunging practices
that were contrary to the Islamic letter
or spirit. His code of ethics is
enshrined in the letter that he wrote to
Malik-e- Ashter, his appointee as the
sovernor of Egypt. He advises him to
be kind and considerate, to be helpful
and caring. Second, Malik should
reduce the troubles and difficulties of
his subjects. Third, Malik should not
(continued on page 65)
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oppress or tyrannize them or abuse the
power of his office. Finally, Imam
instructs him not to ask of his subjects
beyond their capabilities or power to
provide.

Imam’s Model Behavior at
the Personal Level

As a leader of the Muslim ummabh,
Imam Ali (AS) had retained for
himself the power to give stipend, a
monthly allowance to the residents of
the capital of Kufa from Baitul Mal,
the state treasury. He took a step that
was extremely unpopular with the
local elite, namely, to remove the
distinctions hitherto made between
Arabs and non-Arabs, and between the
early versus the later migrants into the
recently established city of Kufa, in
the allocation of the stipend. Imam
sought to be fair and equitable to all,
regardless of their origins or status.

Once Aqil ibn Abu Talib invited
Imam Ali to dinner at his residence.
Aqil had struggled hard to save money
from his stipend to prepare a meal for
the Imam. After dinner, Aqil
approached the Imam with a request.
He explained that the stipend that he
received was inadequate to meet the
needs of his family. He wondered if
Imam Ali would consider an increase
in his stipend. Now, Aqil was Imam’s
own brother. A lesser leader might
have sympathized with the plight of a
family member. Imam’s response,
however, was that if Aqil could save
enough money to be able to lay out a
sumptuous meal, then may be he
should consider a cut, rather than a
raise, in his allowance!

History’s Mistaken Verdict on
Imam Ali’s Leadership

Notwithstanding numerous such
instances of exemplary behavior in his
public role and in his private life, the
population of Kufa during Imam Ali’s
time was divided into three groups.
One group consisted of partisans who
were fiercely loyal to the Imam.
Another group was made up of
opportunists, tribal leaders and their
hangers-on, whose interests were best
served by a deadlock between the
Imam and his principal adversaries
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(especially Muawiya, the governor of
Syria). The masses of Kufa supported
the form of leadership represented by
Imam Ali but they lacked the courage
of their conviction. The times were
such that they vacillated between the
first two groups, alternatively
supporting Imam Ali when they
thought he would win and deserting
him when they feared he would lose.

History misjudged this political
situation to pass a harsh verdict on the
leadership of Imam Ali during the
period of just over five years when he
was the head of the Muslims. This is
because history often confuses
popularity with principles. It is willing
to pronounce a leader as successful if
his policies reflect the wishes of the
people, regardless of whether those
policies are right or wrong. And it is
equally ready to denounce a leader as
a failure if his actions are rooted in a

set of beliefs and values, irrespective
of whether those actions are popular
or not.

Imam Ali, however, was far from
concerned about receiving a favorable
Jjudgment from later-day orientalists.
Rather, he was solely focused on
earning the pleasure of Allah (SWT),
his creator, to whom he had to return.
He put principles ahead of popularity.

Dr. Datoo is Senior Vice President of
a market research company based in
Princeton, NJ that helps Fortune 500
companies make strategic marketing
decisions about their product or
service offerings. He has been the
Administrator of Imam-A-Zamana
Madrasah since it was first established
eight years ago, and is also involved
in youth and madrasah-related projects
launched by the Islamic Education
Board of NASMICO.
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Down Memory Lane

MOMBASA,
1932 ---The
Opening
ceremony of
the then
newly built
two tennis
courts at the
Ithna-Asheri
Sports Club,
performed
by G.A.
Datoo, who
is seen
standing at
the centre
table.
Various local
dignitaries
from all
communities
were present
at the
reception.
Among the
elderly
community
members
seen in the
picture are
Abdulla
Kanji,
Valimohamed
Ladha,
Husein
Sheriff
Dewji,
Mohamedali
Dhala,
Mohamedali
Meghji,
G.A.D. Musa
(Mulla
Bishon),
H.N. Jagani,
Jaffer Mawji
and others.
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Anon

Our "Majmuo" culture is
questionable

Our culture of regularly reciting the
"Majmuo" is good to a certain point.
[n many cases we recite the "majmuo"
presuming that because Allah (s.w.t.)
knows what our hajaats are, He in His
mercy and compassion grants or ful-
fils our wishes.

Reciting the "majmuo" is a positive
practice but what is questionable is the
trend whereby people make it a ha-
bitual and obsessive practice to recite
the same Arabic duas in Gujarati trans-
literation from the "majmuo” as a daily
ritual. The word 'ritual' applies to those
reciters who simply read the translit-
erations without understanding or tak-
ing the pain to understand the actual
meaning of the duas they recite.

Allah (s.w.t.) exhorts us in the Holy
Qur'an as a testimony to His mercy and
compassion to address Him for hajaat,
maghfirat or for expressing praise and
Shukr to Him. In other words, He
wants us to communicate to Him with
khulus so that we can sense His near-
ness to us and reach Him consciously.

The 'majmuo" is not the only method.
It can supplement but not replace our
earnest and sincere individual commu-
nication with our Lord. The duas we
have in Arabic are for the benefit of
those who know or have taken the pain
to learn their meaning. They have been
recommended by Masumeen in order
to teach us how to supplicate.

The clear perspective of this discus-
sion can be grasped by referring to the
Quranic verses 2:186, 7:55, 7:180,
17:110 and 40:60.

Verse 2:186 says: " And when My ser-
vants ask thee about Me, then (say
unto them) verily I am nigh; I answer
the praver of the supplicant when he
beseecheth unto Me and believe in Me,
50 that they may be led aright."

Verse 7:55 says: "Call ye on your
Dedenation Samachar

Lord, humbly and secretly,; Verily
loveth not God the transgressors."

Verse 7:180 says: "And to God (alone)
bhelong (all) the most beautiful names,
so call on Him thereby, and leave
alone those who use profanity in His
names; soon shall they be recom-
pensed for what they were doing."

Verse 17:110 says:"Call upon 'Allah’
(God) or call upon 'Rahman’ (the Be-
neficent); whichever ye call upon, for
Him 9alone) are all the best names;
and say thou not thy prayer too aloud,
nor say it in too low a voice, but seek
between these (extremes) a middle
course.”

Verse 40:60 says:" And sayeth your

Lord: "Call ye unto Me, I will answer
you," Verily those who are arrogant
to serve Me, shall soon enter Hell dis-
graced.”

It will be noted that it is not the smooth
oration or the structure of the language
that matters but it is the use of Allah's
attributes for the effect of invocation
and the precise hajaat pleaded with
sincerity and faith in confidentiality
between the servant ("abd") and his
Master which matters. The few min-
utes for such an engagement in a quiet
place for concentration after every or
any salaat can better satisfy the thirst
for duas than the long recitation of the
series of duas from the "majmuo' as a
daily ritual.

BATA USA
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MOHAMMED ENTERPRISES (T) LTD
IMPORTERS & EXPORTERS

Textile House, Ground Floor,  Telephones
Indira Ghadhi/Morogoro Road ~ Office:  189301/1, 114376, 112694
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Soap-Laundry
Soap-Toilet

Sugar
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Tubes-Truck
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Wall & Floor Tiles
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Wayside Wisdom

Wayside

% - by Munir Daya, Dar es Salaam

Wesdom

The real meaning
of Charity

It is part of our culture to visit
mosques either for prayers,
majlises or other religious
occasions. For many this is a
matter of routine whereby the
facilities provided for individuals
to undertake their religious chores
are taken for granted, as if the
mosque has just been dropped
from heaven!

The truth is that for our community
to prosper and progress, there have
been individuals, families and
companies which have in one way
or another, financially, morally,
spiritually or even physically
helped or encouraged to initiate
and accomplish the construction,
from grass-roots, of different infra-
structures like schools, hospitals,
mosques, madrasahs, sports
complexes etc.

Many of us have complain about
shortage of time when asked to
serve the community but are we
sincere in our complaints? Or are
we so selfish that we only have
time to spend for ourselves and our
families? The service of humanity
or a religious and noble
community is a responsibility that
lies upon every able individual. It
is by understanding this
responsibility that doctors or other
professionals become voluntary
cooks in our mosque kitchens
when meals are served during
special occasions, it is the
understanding of this
responsibility that we see our
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youths performing different chores
for variious communal occasions,
it the acceptance of this
responsibility that our leaders take
up positions to serve the
community in one capacity or
another.

For those who serve, the objective
however needs to be one of
sincerity because if service is
undertaken to satisfy individual
egos or for personal fame, the
quality of service provided often
becomes tarnished because those
in authority seek self-importance
through their positions at the cost
of those whom they are supposed
to serve.

We tend to define charity
nowadays as giving something,
usually money to someone in need.
Actually, the traditional meaning
of “charity” is universal love,
benevolence or the disposition to
think favourably of others and to
do them good. A 15th century
writer, Nicholas Caussin, defined
charity as, “never to judge rashly,
never to interpret the actions of
others in an ill sense, but to be
compassionate to their infirmities,
bear their burdens, excuse their
weaknesses, and make up for their
defects, to hate their imperfections,
but love themselves, this is the true
spirit of charity.” Charity also
means giving time to one's fellow
men--even if it's a little thing, do
something for others - something
for which you get no pay but enjoy
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the privilege of doing it.
Furthermore charity also means
extending help and understanding
to vulnerable members of society.

In keeping with today’s meaning
of charity, Islam teaches us that if
there is a needy person among us,
we are to open our hands and give
sufficiently for their needs. World-
wide, hundreds of voluntary
organisation’s aim to do just that—
—satisfy basic needs for shelter,
food, health and education. It is
also widely accepted that charity
that makes a person dependent on
the giver demoralises the person.
[nstead there is emphasis on loans,
providing training and finding
employment which can raise a
person’s standard of living.

Even so, not everyone’s needs can
be met by a loan or the offer of a
job. Those who are sick need
understanding, help and
medications. The most vulnerable
members of society, are the
handicapped, homeless, widows
and orphans. It is for these
marginalized members that many
have set up hospitals, treatment
centres and orphanages.

Being charitable means speaking
to the deprived tenderly, looking
out for their needs and protecting
their wounded feelings. If we
reflect retrospectively on the
traditional meaning of charity, we
see that there is more to charity
than just giving money to someone
in need. This anonymous poem
says it all.

“What is charity?
It’s silence when vour words
would hurt,
Its patience when your
neighbour is hurt,

Its deafness when scandal flows,
It’s thoughtfulness for
another’s woes,

It’s promptness when
stern duty calls,

It’s courage when misfortune
flows,

That’s charity.”
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Religion

English Version of Al-Mustahdathat Minal Masaa'il

Ash-Shari'a according to the Edicts of Ayatullah, ™
al Uzama Syed Ali al-Husaini Sistani /

Computer Electronic games
involving betting are
forbidden

Q. Some women take certain
medication to delay their monthly
period, especially during Ramadhan
and hajj. However, in some cases
intermittent blood appears during their
period time. This blood does not have
the same characteristics of haydh. It
is noteworthy that if they abandon
taking such medication, haydh will
ensure some three days after its usual
time; what is the ruling in this case?

A. As the question goes, haydh rules
do not cover such intermittent blood.
Allah is All Knowing.

Q. If a woman has a slight or medium
istihadha, would it be necessary that
she renews her (wudhu) ablution
between the two prayers, even though
blood did not appear during the said
period? Also what is the ruling on
tawaf and its prayer?

A. Wudhu is not compulsory,
assuming the discharge has stopped,
so much so that it does not soil the
towel.

Q. A woman has an irregular monthly
period. Intermittent blood appeared,
that had no resemblance to haydh
blood for two or three days at the time
of her period. Then she saw blood, that
has the characteristics of haydh, for
five days, making a total of seven days.
What is the ruling in her case?

A. The intermittent blood should not
count as haydh, for the minimum
period of haydh is three days. As for
the blood, she had, in the five days, it
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is haydh.

Q. A woman has regular monthly
period and the menstrual discharge
had ended and she became tahir in the
seventh day. Her husband went to bed
with her. Afterwards discharge
reappeared and continued until the
tenth day. Is she sinful? If so, is
kaffarah due?

A. No sin shall be upon her and no
kaffarah is required. Allah is All
Knowing.

Q. Is it permissible for the husband to
go to bed with his wife after the
expiration of her nifas (bleeding that
occurs after childbirth, miscarriage, or
abortion), which is ten days, and the
continuation of discharge of an
istihadha type, noting that bleeding
continued for some eighteen days?

A. It is permissible. It is advisable,
though, to observe ihtiyat for the
period in excess of ten days to eighteen
days.

Q. Is the definition of nifas applicable
to the woman going into labour and
eventually giving birth to her full
blown baby? Does it cover other kinds
of childbirth, such as premature babies
and foetal (including clot and lump of
flesh) miscarriage, irrespective of
whether or not the spirit has entered
the foetus?

A. There is no difference in applying
nifas rules between giving birth to
mature or immature baby, provided
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that it can be said that the woman went
into labour and eventually gave birth
to the baby. As for blood
accompanying the embryo or lump of
flesh, there is ishkal in applying the
rules of nifas to it, rather objection.

Q. Does any secretion of a woman
resulting from sexual arousal require
ghusl (obligatory ceremonial bathing
that is required after certain acts or
occurrences)? Does it have certain
qualities as described by some ulema.
If so, would her ghusl make up for
wudhu?

A. Ghusl is obligatory when secretion
is produced as a result of sexual
arousal only, and not for any other
reasons. Such ghusl would
compensate for wudhu. Allah is All
Knowing,.

Q. Firstly, is it permissible to eat
lobster? Secondly, if eating a lobster
is essentially permissible (halal), then
would it still be permissible if it dies
in he water (as that is the normal way
of cooking it by putting it alive in
boiling water).

A. It is not permissible. And Allah
knows the best.

[There had been some confusion in
the community on whether or not
lobster was halal or haram. The
confusion arose because of the
problem in defining it--is it a
separale sea creature or is il just a
'bigger brother' of the shrimp?
Shrimps are halal to eat without any
exception.

The above question was recently
sent (in Safar, 1419A4A.H.) by
Hujjatul Islam Sayyid Saeed Akhtar
Rizvi to Ayatullah al-uzma as-
Sistani. He explained what a lobster
is, how it is normally cooked and
also sent along a picture of the
lobster along with a picture of a
shrimp].

Q. Is it permissible to play games
associated with gambling on computer
and other electronic devices without
indulging in betting? Is it allowed with
betting?

A. It is not permissible; and it is the
same as gambling by using normal
(non-computer) instruments. [Parents
need to exercise caution to this effect].



Religion

Your Lueotions nsnered

by Sayed Saced rhhtan Rizui
from lis book by the same name

STOP FOLLOWING MAGIC

Q. Is it allowed in Islam to practice
magic, witchcraft or astrology?

A. There are scores of Ahadith
condenming these practices and
likening such persons to a Kafir.

...... ON FOLLOWING A
MAGICIAN’S ADVICE

Q. I have read in Kitabu cha
Saumu that Uchawi (witchraft) is
Gunahe Kabira. Some time back
a magician published the
following for persons with certain
stars or names starting with
lztter’M” or names with certain
number of letters; He says that for
such a person for good luck,

(a) he recommends olive-oil or
palmoil;

(b) he recommends rose or
jasmine perfume;

(c) he recommends yellow or

near yellow clothes

Further, in times of trouble or illness
or when meeting “big persons” he
suggests that one should keep in
one's pocket, cotton wool with a
garlic boiled in coconut oil and
should sleep with it under the pillow
with one's head tilted towards the
east when sleeping also.

Furthermore he recommends
travelling to west and north and
avoiding east and south as far as
possible.

I have tried these and they seem to
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work. To my knowledge none of the
proposals constitute any ‘Haram’
thing. Is this ‘Uchawi’ and thus
haram? Should [ stop this
practice? To my knowledge our
religion actually encourages white
and yellow clothes and also
perfumes. [ pray daily and take
deep interest in Islam.

A. Now coming to your
question about “MAGIC’, you
better stop following such things,
Of course, it is Sunnat to use
perfume. But it will bring
‘thawab’ (Reward) only if it is
used because the Prophet or Imam
told us to do so. If you use it
because a magician told you to do
50, then it brings you no ‘thawab’
and you will be guilty of following
a ‘Magician”,

May I quote Hadhrat Ali (a.s.):
“Anybody who listens to a man,
is worshipping him. Now, if that
speaker tells the words of God
then this listerner is worshipping
God; and if the speaker is telling
the words of Satan, then the
listener is worshipping Satan.”

Q. WHAT ABOUT PALMISTRY,
ISTIKHARAH, “SAAD” AND
“NAHAS” DATES AND
QAMAR-DAR-AQRAB?

What have you to say about
Pamistry, Istikharah and Qur’anic
Consultation in the light of
Sheria? Some Shias check up the
dates and the year from calenders
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of “Saad”, “Nahas” and “Qamar-
Dar-Aqrab”. “Navroz” comes on
‘here’. Have all these things any
religions significance?

A. Palmistry is not
recognized by the Sheriat. Some
forms of Istikharah with Qur’an or
prayrs are prescribed by our
Imams.

Nawroz: It has one special
“Amaa” after Zohr prayer. This
date had coincided with 18th
Zilhijja when the Prophet (s.a.w)
declared the khilafat of Hazrat Ali
(a.s.) in Khum. But unfortunately,
the Irani Shias imported the
Parsee rites and views which have
no basis in sheriah, and are, in
fact, against Islamic character.

Dates: “Sa’d” and ‘Nahs’ are
sometimes “Qamar dar Aqrab”.
Many stars ususally cluster
together in such a way that they
appear to form outlines of some
pictures. There is ‘Great Bear’,
‘Small Bear’ etc. Likewise, there
is a group which form the picture
of a scorpion (A’qrab).

The moon (Qamar), while rotating
around the earth passes from that
group in 2 and half days. That
period is called “Qamar dar
‘Aqrab” (Moon in the Scorpion).

According to traditions of our
Imams, it is ‘Makruh’ (not
desirable) to recite ‘Nikah® or
start journey in that period.

Dates: “Sa’d” and ‘Nahs’ are
sometimes based on some
Ahadith; sometimes on historical
events. The dates on which some
good event took place for any
Ma’sum is called *“Sa’'d”
(auspicious). The dates on which
some tragedy befell on them is
called “Nahs” (inauspicious).
But, they all are governed by the
general principle, mentioned in
Ahadith, that if you want to do any
work on a date or day which has
been declared as ‘Nahas’ you
should give some ‘Sadaga” and
then go ahead. In short, it is not
meant to hinder your progress.
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Islam and Politics --
Activism versus Quiescence

By Tehsin M. Takim, London, England

Politics and Islam we are constantly
reminded, are intertwined. They are
an integral part of each other. Islam
cannot be discussed without drawing
on political implications of laws (take
for example, laws pertaining to the
dhimmi - a non-Muslims rights in an
Islamic state), nor can politics be dis-
cussed without examining the [slamic
viewpoint (should we be allowed to
make peace with Israel? What does
Islam say about economic sanctions?).

There being no argument against the
integral connection between Islam and
politics, why is it then, that the Shi'a
community in general has developed
a phobia for studying and participat-
ing in politics and political issues?
Keeping away from studying politics
may be understandable, especially
considering it may not lead to the high-
est paying professions. But why are
we seldom on top of political issues,
and when we are very few of us will
take a pro-active stance. Perhaps we
will sit in our gatherings at the mosque
and sympathise with the Iraqi people
or the Bosnian refugees, and maybe
donate a few shillings or dollars and
feel that we have done our duty, ex-
pecting someone else will take care of
the rest. But the question is who? The
World Federation and Africa Federa-
tion may send relief and medical sup-
plies, and arrange mammoth rescue
operations such as in Somalia. This
is certainly noble and commendable.
But what I am talking about is influ-
encing top decision making bodies that
have the power of preventing such
conflicts from arising in the first place.
Do this Shia's of North America or
Great Britain have any impact on the
decision making process that causes
air strikes against [raq? We may con-
stantly complain that the Jews are a
powerful lobby, but what are we do-
ing about it?

A certain degree of political awareness
does exist in our Shi'a communities,
but it seems minimal. How many Shi'a
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politicians have we had in Kenya and
Tanzania since independence, or since
the multi-party system began? How
many Shi'a politicians can you remem
ber in Canada or USA? How many
times have we, as an organised com-
munity, sat down with ministers of the
government and asked them to take a
stance on Western involvement in Af-
rica or the Middle East, either for or
against? The peak of our political ac-
tivity in Dar es Salaam is with the pro-
cession on Ashura night, where we
show the country that the Shi'a com-
munity will never give in to oppres-
sion. And yet, what do we do when
the Shi'a community is suffering in the
south of Iraq? Sending aid is one
thing. Being able to sway a country's
foreign policy is another. It is not
enough to be concerned only with our
own welfare in our own country. Or
for that matter, only for the welfare of
the 'Khojas' around the world. Our
target must be the Muslim ummah as
a whole, and the Shi'a community in
particular.

Magazines like Minaret and Impact,
magazines with high circulation rates
in North America and Britain, concen-
trate largely on political issues. Gen-
erally speaking, these magazines take
a non-sectarian view of politics, not
harping on the Shi'a-Sunni divide. But
at the end of the day, how many Shi'a
run magazines do we have that discuss
politics? Our magazines discuss
people and share stories and experi-
ences. Political coverage is given a
couple of pages on a good day. This
is not to say there is anything wrong
with magazines that promote culture
and share community news. But what
I am calling for is the establishment
of a political arm that can lead the Shi'a
community towards a more participa-
tory role in government and a more
influential position on government
policy making, especially in North
America and Europe. This was one
of the aims of the Ahlul-Bayt Assem
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bly of Canada, of which I have not yet
seen any progress report, but [ wish
them well as their aims are sound.

In America, the Council of American-
Islamic Relations (CAIR), M-PAC and
the American Muslim Council are only
a few of the main Muslim lobby
groups, and they are becoming in-
creasingly powerful. This is great for
Muslims as a whole, but Shi'a repre-
sentation in these groups is poor, if not
non-existent. Perhaps this is inten-
tional, but I feel this is largely to do
with our general apathy towards poli-
tics as a whole. Had we been politi-
cally astute, then surely we would have
been equally represented in such bud-
ding lobby groups, and maybe even
founded our own.

Perhaps some will argue that partici-
pating in non-Muslim governments is
haraam, as they do not implement
sharia nor take into consideration any
form of Islamic norms or ethics. [ ask
such people to wake up to the reality
oflife. With such a view, our rights as
Muslims will continue to be trampled
upon, as we retreat to our quietist
lifestyle and let the world overwhelm
us. It is my belief that Imam Ali (a.s.}
and Imam Hussain (a.s.) can be seen
as the quintessential examples for the
degree of our political involvement.
They provide us with the modus
operandi for political participation or,
when necessary, revolt. They provide
us with the perfect role models which
we can only strive to emulate, and
from which we can certainly learn a
great deal.

As Shia's, the tragedy of IKerbala must
be deeply ingrained in our hearts, as
the first radical challenge to the un-
lawful rule of Yazid and the Umayyids.
Imam Hussain and the ahlul-bayt en-
dured such tremendous hardship and

|continued on page 76
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[...from page 75]

personal sacrifice in challenging Yazid
for the religious-political authority he
had usurped. Surely one of the les-
sons we learn is that when the system
1s skewed against us, and when our
lawful rights as human beings are com-
promised or denied, then it is our duty
to regain these inherent rights, even if
it requires the use of force. Abdullah
Yusufali summarises this very well in
his commentary of Sura 2, verse 191,
where he says "Islam is the religion of
peace. goodwill and mutual under-
standing, but it will never acquiesce
in wrongdoing, and its men will hold
their lives cheap in defence of honour,
Justice, and the religion they hold sa-
cred". Therefore, when our homes are
destroved, our lands are confiscated,
and our lives endangered, then surely
we must stand up to such overt oppres-
s10n,

Yet in contrast Imam Ali never took
up arms against the first three
[Chaliphas. In fact, he was often con-
sulted in various matters of gover-
nance and jurisprudence, and assisted
them in the decision making process
when called upon. Now if Imam Ali
could work with those who had
usurped his rightful power, then surely
we oo can work with contemporary
governments in various capacities to
bring about social and political change
and awareness, as long as the state of
wal does not exist.

These two examples [ believe, spell
out the rules of engagement for us in
local, national or world politics. When
there is a state of war, such as in Is-
racl, we must live the example of
Imam Hussain. When there is rela-
tive stability, then the model set by
Imam Ali shows us that political en-
gagement is critical to the welfare of
Islam, and therefore quiescence must
be shunned in favour of a more pro-
active approach.

Our Imams were leaders, the manifes-
tation of religious-political authority
for the Muslim ummah. Considering
the Marj'a are the representatives of
our present Imam, then surely they too
must take on the religious-political
authority until the return of our 12th
Imam? 1 need not be reminded of the
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persecution some of our ulema have
undergone to achieve political ends of
dictatorial regimes; we remember
marhum Agha Khu'i being forced to
speak on Iragi Television, and we re-
member the brutal assassination of
Sayyid Muhammad Baqir Sadr and his
sister, Bint-al-Huda. But should this
not serve as a catalyst towards greater
indulgence in politics, to bring to jus-
tice the perpetrators of such actions?
Today, few if any of our ulema are
vocal on questions such as can we
make peace with Israel? Should we
support the Algerian resistance? What
should be the Muslim response to
Bosnia? or Kosovo? or Kashmir?
Speaking on political issues seems to
threaten the very lives of our ulema.
Yet at the same time, if only they were
politically vocal, their mugallids
would be re-invigorated with energy
and determinism. One needs only to
look at Ayatollah Khomeini's activism
to see tangible proof of what [ am talk-
ing about. Quiescence in the face of
hardship is tantamount to admitting
defeat. Perhaps our ulema are under
hardship and forced to remain mute
in Irag. But what about Iran? In the
aftermath of Ayatollah Khomeini, all
that remains is the residue of his char-
ismatic leadership style in the minds
of the Muslims of the world. The po-
litical dynamism of Ayatollah
IKhomeini is what our ummah needs
right now - a leader who can stand up
without fear of repercussions, and
forge the way forward.

The time has come for our spiritual
leaders to become religious-political
leaders, whilst we await our Imam.
Simultaneously, our community
organisations must realise the impor-
tance of political organisation and par-
ticipation. Asmany African countries
move towards the more democratic
system of governance, this will be-
come equally important in Africa as it
currently is in North America and Eu-
rope. And each one of us, as individu-
als, must realise that it is only through
working with the current entrenched
political system that we can bring
about some level of awareness and
sensitivity to the needs of Muslims and
the cause of Islam at a global level.
The time for political activism is at its
peak. The challenge stands tall before
us all.
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Quotable

- Quotes

Always be kind to your enemies—
nothing else annoys them quite as
much.

Anonymous

The greatest mistake you can make in
life is continuing to fear you will make
one.

Author Unknown

The highest reward for a person’s toil
is not what they get for it, but what
they become by it.

John Ruskin

Mystically speaking, there is no
difference between you and another
person. This is why we cannot hurt
another without hurting ourselves, nor
help another without helping
ourselves.
Vernon Howard
“The Mystic Path to Cosmic Power”

The best things happen to those who
make the best of whatever happens to
them.

Author Unknown

Success is not achieved in the absence
of fear, but in spite of it.
Anonymous

A wish is nothing but a dream with no
wings. Success is a wish which has
learned how to fly.

Anonymous

Never doubt that a small group of
thoughtful, committed people can
change the world. It’s the only thing
that ever has.

Author Unknown

It is better to build children than to
repair men.
Author Unknown

You cannot build a reputation on what
you are going to do.
Anonymous

A small rudder will turn a big ship.
Anonymous



Kids Spot

L Ride Spot
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Think it over.....

Think it over. Why is this so?7...

Funny how a thousand shillings looks so big when we take it to the
masjid and so small when we take it to the store;

Funny how long an hour serving God looks and how short 60 minutes
are when spent playing golf, fishing or playing soccer;

Funny how laborious it is to read a juzu’ in the Quran and how easy
it is to read 2 to 300 pages of a best selling novel;

Funny how we believe what the newspapers say but question what
the Holy Qur'an says;

Funny how we can’t think of anything to say when we pray and don't
have any difficulty thinking of things to talk to a friend;

Funny how we need 2-3 weeks to fit an Islamic event into our
schedule,but can adjust it for a social event at the last moment;
Funny how we need a long time and have difficulties to memorize
one or two verses of Al-Qur'an, but need a very short time and find it
easy to memorize songs; Think about it....

The solution to liking and learning our religious responsibilities is to
understand the importance and essence of our religion. Islam is a great
religion which prescribes for its followers guidance which appears to
limit our freedom but actually liberates us to not only live in a modern
world but also to overcome its difficulties. When a man without God
loses all his property, he ruins himself with worry or depression because
to him this world is the only one to live for. On the other hand when a
man of God loses his property, he has faith in the mercy of Allah (s.w.t.)
and is prepared to forsake all for the hereafter. He knows that Allah
(s.w.t.) has told us that each and every one of us will be tested by Him
in one way or another. s it not better to be tested and tried with a
calamity in this temporary world than be banished to the pit of hell
cternally? Surely yes and it is because of this philosophy that no true
Muslim would be depressed for long for his losses in this world.

Once we understand our religion better we would be drawn closer to
the Almighty and it is only then that we will realise that spending money
for charitable deeds is much better than buying oneself an unrequired
luxury. Similarly we will understand on the need to undertake more
research on the Holy Qur'an to understand our religion further and will
appreciate that time spent inside Mosques learning or hearing lectures
from preachers is much better than whiling away time in vain talk or
unconstructive occupations.

My dear children, learn more about Islam and you will realise how rich
it is in philosophy to guide you towards peace, happiness and prosperity
in this world and that of the hereafter. Learn more about Islam and you
will realise why the so called advanced world has become so turbulent
despite so many technological inventions. Study Islam and you will
realise why moral values today have dropped because of the wild pursuit
of short-term pleasures. Learn Islam and you will know why you should
be proud of being a member of a great religion.
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JOKES
by Zuhayr Daya

Teacher: "What must we first do
before we can expect forgiveness
of our sins?"

Abbas: "That's easy maalim. We
must first commit a sin."

The boy came home tired after the
first day at school. His mother
asked him: "So, what did they
teach you in school today?"

The boy replied: "Nothing much.
I have got to go again tomorrow."

Surfy: You remind me of the sea.
Jaffer: Because I’m wild and
reckless?

Surfy: No. You make me sick!

Two cannibals were eating a
clown. One said to the other, “Does
this taste funny to you?”

Now let me tell you something
about myself. I have a driver who
is always impatient about timing
when he drops us to school. Last
week when he told me, "Hurry
up!" You'll be late!" I told him to
relax. He looked at me surprised
and | explained to him: "Look
there is no rush. The school is open
to 1.00p.m." Ever since then my
driver has become more patient.

Teacher: Give me an example of
coincidence.

Student: My father and mother
married on the same day.

Nurse: Why is it that so many
twins are born nowadays?
Doctor: Seeing how bad things are
nowadays, babies are probably
scared to come into the world
alone.



Classifieds

Accountants and Auditors

M.A. Hassam and Company

P.O. Box 20719, Dar es Salaam.
Tel: 34071/ 37352/ 110129/ 110648
Fax: 112980.

E-mail: mahassam@cats-net.com

S.A. Jaffer and Company
P.O. Box 3598

Dar es Salaam.

Tel: 115801/114898/115056.
Fax: 112728
e-mail:sajaffer@cats-net.com

Assad Associates
P.O. Box 21500
Dar es Salaam.
Tel: 115688/20521

Architects

Sumar Varma & Associates
P.O. Box 486

Dar es Salaam.

Tel: 117152/117173

Fax: 111800

E-Mail: sumar(@cats-net.com

Pest Control & Hygiene
Consultants

Rentokil Initial Limited

P.O. Box 3076

Dar es Salaam.

Tel: 0812 781811/0812 783453/0812
781861/126005/113542/115419
Fax: 667856

Importers and Exporters

Fidahussein and Company Ltd.
Oil, Flour, Rice & Yellow Gram Millers
P.O. Box 816

Dar es Salaam.

Tel: 111539/115615/111865 Mrgoro. Rd.
Tel: 117722/112903/37785/22834/22976/
22798. Fax: 118702 Zanaki Street
Tel: 842530/843186 Vingunguti

Tel: 863595/865243 Pugu Rd.

Fourteen Stars

Dealers in imported sundries, hardware,
textiles, electronic items, merchandise
and sole importers of JAFF's Basmati rice.
P.O.Box 1017

Dar es Salaam. Tel: 152010.

Fazal & Company Limited

Largest importer of used clothing
P.O. Box 138

Dar es Salaam.

Tel: 22029/38224/113547/20619/114129
Fax: 46031

Paints

Gold Star Paints

P.O. Box 4509

Dar es Salaam.

Tel: 46708/33589

Fax: 46709

Telex: 81085 GOLSTA

_ Robbialac Paints

P.O. Box 341

Dar es Salaam.

Tel: 860360/1, 863567, 864378.
Fax: 863795. Telex: 41488.

Bath & Tile Centre Limited

Suppliers of ceramic, porcelain, marble, granite and decorative
tiles, Sanitary wares, Kitchenettes, Bathroom items, Jacuzzis
and a large variety of Top Quality European Air Conditioners.
P.O. Box 19746, Dar es Salaam. Tel: 137181, 0811- 324053, 0811-786111,
0812-786541 and 0812-786592 Fax: 255-51-113518
E-Mail: scl@raha.com

Building Materials, hardware,
electrical goods, motor spares,
bicycles and general merchandise

. Urafiki Trading Agencies Itd.

:‘}uppliers of Isuzu, TX55, TXD50,
CVR and NKR spare parts

P.O. Box 20905,

Dar es Salaam.

Tel: 137129/1315180/120515

Fax: 116431

Rashid Versi & Company Limited
Dealers in building materials, hard-
ware and motor spares

P.O. Box 1030

Lindi.

Tel: 0525-2169

Impala Autospares Ltd.

' Dealers in autospares and accessories

Tel: 118842
Cellular: 0812 782082
e-mail: Impala@raha.com

-~

Ii @ Bureau De Change

MGM Bureau De Change

A reliable Bureau for any of your for-
eign exchange transactions.

P.O. Box 816

Dar es Salaam.

Tel: 21559; Fax: 46920

MCSOMS Bureau de Change

Our expertise is there for you to experi-
ence.

P.O. Box 4504

Dar es Salaam.

Tel: 113428, Fax: 113069

All advertisers in the Samachar
also enjoy the advantage of free
air space on the Internet under
the Business Section on the Af-
rica Federation Web Site. This
site is accessible on http://
www.africafederation.org/,
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Building Materials, hardware,
clectrical, motor spares...contd.

Union Magazine Limited

Dealers in Hardware, Electrical and
Building materials

P.O. Box 1062

Dar es Salaam.

Tel: 20710/23254/29129/32992/25590

Trans Autoparts Co. Limited
Ingine rebuilders and Manufacturers
of Automotive and Industrial parts
P.O. Box 21338

Dar es Salaam.

Tel: 184273.Cell: 0811 324950
Fax: 184272

e-mail: Tapco(@cats-net.com

Al Shaaf Bargain Centre Limited
Dealers in Fridges, Air-conditioners,
Kilchenware, Computer games etc.
P.O. Box 1931

Dar es Salaam.

Tel: 114114/118989

Fax: 326767

Auto Range Ltd.

l.and Rover Specialists

Range Rover, Defender 110,
Discovery

Opposite Jambo [nn, Libya St.

Dar es Salaam.

Mabati Paint House 1996 Ltd and
Valentine Auto Paint

Specialist in:- Auto Paint, Metallic
Hardner/ Clear (p.p.g.) or Trimite also
Hardware & Electrical items
Congo/Kipata St.

Dar es Salaam.

Tel: 185205/6

Mobile: 0811 660670

Insurance Consultants

Impex Company Limited
P.O. Box 1654

Dar es Salaam.

Tel; 22119

IFax: 31044

Business Efficiency Limited
P.O. Box 2992

Dar es Salaam.

Tel Nos: 114579/112487
Fax: 113385

Dedenation Samachan

Travel Agents and
Tour Operators

Takims Holiday Tours & Safaris Ltd.

P.O. Box 20350

Dar es Salaam.

Tel: 110346/7/8/30037

Fax: 116659/116660

E-mail: takims(@twiga.com

Arusha: Tel -- 8026/4630
Fax -- 8211

Monason Ltd.

P.O. Box 208

Dar es Salaam.

Tel: 33911/29082

Fax: 46733 Telex: 88015

Walji's Travel Bureau Ltd.

P.O. Box 434

Dar es Salaam.

Tel: 30107/26138/25628/22076/7
Fax: 46261 Telex: 41180

Amafhh Travels Ltd

Travel & Tour Operators

P.O. Box 10677

Tel: 057 3956

Arusha.

(Raha Towers) Bibi Titi Street

P.O. Box 10365

Dar es Salaam

Mobile: 0812 780060; Fax: 114213
Email:amath@raha.com

Printers and Stationers

Shaheed Enterprises
P.O. Box 6672

Dar es Salaam.

Tel: 30620

Dar es Salaam Printers Ltd.
P.O. Box 845

Dar es Salaam.

Tel: 21836/21989/31616

Masumin Printways & Stationers
P.O. Box 20073

Dar es Salaam.

Tel: 117358, 117090.

Fax: 117357

E-Mail: sanapp(@cats-net.com
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Photographers and Suppliers
of camera equipment

Geo-Micro & Photo Equipment Ltd.
P.O. Box 1456

Dar es Salaam.

Tel: 32900/32808

Fax: 39264

Furniture and Computer
Accessories

Tiffanys

P.O. Box 1414, Dar es Salaam.
Tel: 110785/6. Fax: 113322
E-mail: tiffanys(@cats-net.com

M. A. P. Hirji Enterprises

Dealers in home appliances and office
furniture. Also deal in branded com-
puter accessories and in upgrading and
maintaining PCs.

P.O. Box 680

Dar es Salaam.

Tel: 111158, Mobile: 0811 605418
e-mail: maphirji@raha.com

Sanitary fittings, locks and
Aluminium windows and doors

Sanitary Appliances and Hardware
P.O. Box 1557

Dar es Salaam.

Tel: 123191/120252/137755

Fax: 116535

E-Mail: sanapp(@cats-net.com

Zanzibar daily trips

Sea Express Services Ltd
P.O. Box 5829, Dar es Salaam
P.O. Box 4096, Zanzibar

Tel: 44076/44220
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O MATYIT AT ILZY
A division of Paragon Textiles Inc.

Graders & Exporters
Used Clothing & Used Shoes

Murtaza H. Haji
Director

2001 W. 60th Street Los Angeles California 90047
Tel: (323) 750-7300 Fax: (323) 750-7301

e-mail: Samiyatex@aol.com

Signwriters

Sign Industries

We supply neon signs, computer
aided signs and vinyl graphics
P.O. Box 1965

Dar es Salaam

181598

c-mail: signs(@raha.com

Internet: www/http//raha.com/
signind.htm

Tel:

| Computers

Computer World Ltd.

O, Box 4220

Dar es Salaam

118049/50; Fax: 130679
1Z-mail: computerworld@compworld.net
Website: hitp://www.compworld.net

Tel:

Medication & Insecticides

Agri-Vet Ltd.

Suppliers of Afyaquin, Rungu,
Cofex and Dakika Tatu

P.O. Box 7286

Dar es Salaam

110271

Fax: 110268

l--mail: agrivet(@raha.com

Tel:

Appliances Direct

* Refrigerators
* Deep freezers
* lee cube makers
* Dishwashers

* Air conditioners

* Upright freezers

* Cookers

* Microwave ovens
* Washing machines

oo

Mosque Street, P.O. Box 5717,
Dar es Salaam. Fax: 255-51-112480,
Tel: 112262/133011.
Mobile: 0811-327213.

Second-hand Clothing Eating out

Universal Industries Limited
P.O. Box 6773

Dar es Salaam,

Tel: 864354/865439/28029

Bali's

P.O. Box 7065

Dar es Salaam.

For reservation call:

i Er Tel: 114227/0811-327704
I
Opticians

Juice Suppliers
Vision Plus

(Formerly Medical Eye Centre)
Tel: 22218 City Centre

Tel: 68619 Oyster Bay

Dar es Salaam.

Masumin Produce Shop

Sole Agents of Sunfruit and
Sunpride Juices

P.O. Box 1931

Dar es Salaam

Tel: 111072; Mobile: 0812 786777

Msimbazi Eye Centre
P.O. Box 20574
Dar es Salaam.

Tel:

iy

Plaza Dry Cleaners

Stain removal and spotting is our
speciality

At the Shoppers Plaza,

Dar ¢s Salaam

Florinique Florist

We have flowers for any occasion

At the Oyster bay Hotel Shopping
Centre--Tel: 666223 or

Shoppers Plaza -- Tel: 700921, 70092
Dar es Salaam.

A Florinique Group of Companies

700920/21
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Feature

Attitude of Muslims
towards their history

There can be two attitudes: the first
is the attitude of indifference. That
is holding the history to be
unimportant; it is believing that
connecting the past with the present
is not important.

The second attitude is that of
interest: It is holding the history to
be important. Believing that the past
events have their impact today and
trying to trace the connections
between them (those past events)
and the present.

Do the Muslims, in general, know
what really happened in their past?
The answer is NO. Do the majority
of them think that it is important to
find it out? Again, the answer is NO.

Firstly, by having such an attitude
Muslims are depriving themselves
of healing power of the knowledge
of history. What is the healing power
of the knowledge of the history? To
me, the problems of the majority of
the Muslims today are similar to the
problems of a man whose body is
healthy, he is wealthy and he is
intelligent, but his mind does not
work properly: he suffers from
inferiority complex, his life has lost
meaning, he is depressed, and he is
on the verge of committing suicide.

He goes to a psychoanalyst who will
treat him. What is the treatment?
The psychoanalyst’s treatment is to
make his patient talk about his past,
to recover from his Subconscious
bad experiences or traumas from his
early life, and to trace the
connection between them and his
present condition (behaviour or
feelings). And the patient is cured
by becoming AWARE of that
particular trauma which he
SUPPRESSED in his subconscious
mind, and which took place 20, 30,
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or even 40, years back when he was
a child. When he CONNECTS that
trauma to his present. When he
UNDERSTANDS what happened to
him - He is CURED.

The reason we need to speak about
our Islamic past is to find that
traumas, that unpleasant events in
order to understand them. It is very
important because, in some of those
events are the roots of our problems
today. Mind you, the same way the
man finds a big resistance within
himself to go and research his dark
past, today we find resistance to
researching and critically analyzing
our history.

And I believe that our problems of
today, as Muslims in general, are
rooted in the events following the
death of our beloved Prophet
Muhammad (s.a.w.) regarding his
succession, regarding the Wilaya of
Imam Ali (a.s.), regarding how the
members of his Ahlulbayt were
treated. And if the Muslims refuse
to learn about their past, try to
distort or suppress it, it will be the
same as with that man who is
suppressing his traumas and trying
to forget or deny them — HE WILL
NOT BE CURED.

Now the second thing: the attitude
of indifference towards the history
does not free us from our
responsibility to our past. A
Muslim cannot be indifferent
towards a crime or injustice, if
done today or if done in the past.
If the crime or injustice is being
done today, he has to stand against
it, but if the crime or injustice was
done in the past, what is he
supposed to do? There is a hadith
which says: “The one who agrees
with a crime in his heart is the
same as the person who does

8t

that crime, and he who agrees
with a good deed in his heart is
the same as the person who does
that good deed. " If we agree with
those who committed crimes in the
past we are like them today. What
is our duty? Our duty is to reject
them and to dissociate ourselves
from them.

So, if some people are rejecting
the Truth today they are in the
same position as those who fought
against the Truth in the past, and
they can be accused of the same
crimes committed by those before
them. Take the example of the
Jews of Madina! They were asked
to believe in what Allah(s.w.t.)
sent down! “No, we will only
believe in what was sent to us”,
they say and they refused to accept
the Prophet. Then Allah (s.w.t.)
told the Prophet to ask them:

“Say (o Muhammad!): “Why have

you killed the Prophets of Allah
before, if you are believers?”
(0Q.2:91). The fact was that they,
the Jews in the Prophet’s time had
not killed any Prophet, but
because of their refusal of the
Truth they were charged with the
crimes of those before them. Can
we ask a similar question to those
who deny the Imams of Ahlulbayt
their rights? Can we ask them:
“Why have you killed the
Prophet’s grandson, if you are
believers?”

Through tableegh, through giving
information and by spreading the
truth about Ahlulbait we can make
Muslims aware of the past;
convince them that what happened
then matters today and invite them
to dissociate themselves from the
crimes and the persons who
committed them in the past.



Opinion

CONDUCT IN MEETINGS - A SEARCH
FOR THE ISLAMIC APPROACH

Alhamdulillah I have had the privilege
of attending various kinds of General
Meetings (AGM, EGM, SGM ete.) of
various bodies over the past few years
at our Centre and elsewhere. By and
large the proceedings in the meetings
have been somewhat lacking in
goodwill amongst the members and/
or factions. I am not suggesting for a
moment that there was malice amongst
the individuals and/or factions. By
definition there could not have been
any malice among the participants who
were all *"MUSLIMS’. Everyone
would have attended the meetings as
part of his service to Allah (swt) and
would therefore have been as positive
and as constructive as possible.
However, I could not help noticing that
instead of showing goodwill to others
and being tolerant of their views, some
participants did, at times, end up
showing the members of our younger
generation how NOT to conduct
themselves in meetings! Some such
proceedings have indeed left me with a
bitter taste in the mouth. This is so because
I felt that although legally accurate and
procedurally correct, the conduct of people
and the proceedings of the meetings had
decidedly often lacked in what I would call
“Goodwill and Dignity”.

The real pity has almost always been
the example we were setting for our
younger generation. A fair proportion
cf the participants has at times in many
meetings consisted of the under 18s
and some as young as 10 years old!
Instead of setting an example of how
to conduct oneself in meetings, we
ended up teaching them how to go all
out to win no matter how one behaved
in the process! Of course | concede
here and now that it is our duty to teach
our up and coming generation how to
succeed in life. True enough, we have
to make them aware of the fact that
life is not always a bed of roses; there
are some thorns too along the way!
However that should be accomplished
by conducting ourselves in a manner
that becomes a “Good Muslim” and
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by showing them by example, how to
control some of our base emotions
such as anger and frustration. You see,
IF WE ARE IN THE RIGHT THEN
WE CAN AFFORD TO BE POLITE
and IF WE ARE IN THE WRONG
THEN WE CANNOT AFFORD TO
BE RUDE! It is as simple as that! Yet
over the years, there have been
contributions which have singularly
lacked in tact and magnanimity! Often
these attributes were instead
substituted by unnecessary harshness
and acrimony! Sometimes it made me
wonder if we remembered who we
were and why we were there!
Mercifully rare in occurrence, but one
got the impression that the lunatics had
taken charge of the asylum!

The use of “Points of order” is another
privilege which has now and again
caused some problems. Armed with
this stick, the most feeble of characters
can halt a mighty Chairman in his
tracks! Often the users of this privilege
had seemed to be only too aware of
this power and had used it effectively
to strike at the Chairman and/or indeed
at the opposition through the
Chairman! Occasionally I have
witnessed the most unrestrained use of
this privilege. Will it not be
constructive in the spirit of Islamic
goodwill if all sides understand that
the privilege of calling for a “Point of
Order” is a good servant but a bad
master! At the end of the day, the onus
should always be on the leaders of the
opposing factions to ensure that they
patently discouraged the misuse of'this
privilege and if need be, publicly
disowned the perpetrators! On the
other hand, the Chairman must always
acknowledge a call for “Point of
Order” and accord the caller the right
to be heard.

Once the community has expressed its
will and put its trust in an individual
or a body of individuals then he/they
should be accorded full respect and
democracy should be allowed to take
its course with civility. Even a milder
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form of abuse should not be an option.
It has always grieved me to note that
general meetings are habitually not
attended by many who consider
themselves above community politics.
This group consists of the educated and
the not so very educated, the old and
the not so very old, the well to do and
the down trodden ones! In other words
the apathy is rampant right across the
board! They seem to have resigned to
the fact that “IT is not for them!” What
nonsense! All our brothers should attend
ALL such meetings. Their very
presence should go a long way towards
instilling a sobering effect on the general
conduct of the meetings. I state with
regret that all senior members of our
community, who do not attend such
meetings, cannot escape the collective
responsibility for some of the
misdemeanours that may have
happened.

In a democracy all are equal because
every one has the right (within reason)
to speak and vote. However, by the
grace of Allah (swt), by birth or by
conversion, first and foremost we are
Muslims and then and only then
democrats. Even better, we are Shias
and better still we are Shia Ithna-asheri
i.e. the followers of the 14 Ma’sumeens!
If we endeavour to bear that in mind
then all we have to do is to conduct
ourselves in the manner which is in
conformity with the lesson taught to us
by our First Imam H. Ali (AS). As we
all know, when he was about to
administer the fatal blow to his
opponent when locked in combat with
an enemy of Allah (swt), the kafir spat
on his face. H. Ali (AS) instantanecously
released his hold and walked away from
the kafir. When asked why he did so.
his answer was that the kafir’s act (of
spitting on his face) made him angry and
he (H. Ali) (AS) did NOT want to
perform any act where HIS niyyat (of
Kurbatan-Ilallah) was tainted by his
emotions (or words to that effect)!

In a General meeting of any sort there
are always some participants who are
senior in status by virtue of knowledge
and/or age. Such people deserve and
should be accorded full respect. Good
behaviour is a prerequisite to showing
respect to others. [ pray to Allah (swt)
to give us all nek-taufeek to behave in
all future meetings in a manner that is
expected of us as “Muslir
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...will save you from sinking
into financial doldrums.

Visit or call us and we'll provide you with a
solution to your money problems

MCS$OMS Bureau de Change

P.O Box 4504, Dar es salaam.
Tel: 113428. Fax: 113069.




FINANCE & LEASING
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1¥ Bearer Deposit Certificates i Letters of Credit & Travellers Cheques

& Fixed Monthly Income Account &= Bills Discounting 1= Lockers

1 Lease Finance & Foreign Exchange

PPF House, Samora Avenue / Morogoro Road,
P.0.Box 1509, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.
Tel: 117700 (5 lines). Fax: 117766
Email: crownfl@cctz.com
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